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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

Ekcoueaged by the prompt sale of a large edition 
of the Memoir of Miss Bingham, by continued appli- 
cations for the work, and by the numerous testimonies 
received from Ministers of the Gospel, resident in 
various parts of the United Kingdom, of the spiritual 
profit which many have derived from the perusal of 
it ; the Editor has carefrilly prepared it for a Second 
Edition, which, he trusts, will be found increasingly 
deserving the approval of the public. 

The Editor sincerely expresses his gratitude to the 
^^ God of all grace ^ for vouchsafing his blessing on the 
First Edition, and earnestly prays that this improved 
one may be rendered productive of still greater good 
even thirty ^ sixty ^ an hundred fold* 

Ramsoate, 
January 2d, 1832. 
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PREFACE. 



The utility of religious biography is generally 
admitted. Mementoes of departed excellence are cor- 
dially received ; and the instructions conveyed by the 
record are regarded by the religious public as the 
voice of one, who, though " dead, yet speaketh.'' It 
is particularly so where the life has been strqpgly 
marked and chequered with uncommon incident, calling 
forth the energies of moral principles and Christian 
graces ; where the active benevolence of an individual 
has proved, that any person in extreme distress was 
deemed his neighbour, and loved as himself; also, 
where in early life there is evidence of superior intellect 
apparent in the objects of pursuit, and the knowledge 
acquired; and especially when there has been cor- 
responding piety, practically proving the enjoyment 
of Christiati privilege in its length, and breadth, and 
depth, and height, with which many of riper years are 
not. acquainted, or which they are not sufficiently 
solicitous to attain. 

The Memoir subjoined is of the latter kind; and it 
is presumed that the removal of its lamented subject by 
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death, ere she had attamed the age of seventeen, will 
render it more interesting to that class of readers for 
whom it is particuhirly, though not exclusively, 
designed. 

Perhaps one reason which may be assigned for the 
encouragement recently given to juvenile religious bio- 
graphy, is, the hope that it will prove an antidote to 
the moral poison of novels and romances ; and not only 
lead to the cultivation of mind and morals, but draw 
the rising generation to an acquaintance with their own 
hearts, and to a saving knowledge of God. Fiction 
does not carry the conviction, nor can it fix the abiding 
influence, of fact. Fiction requires the aid of ornament, 
and is generally arrayed in a splendid dress, to render 
it fascinating to juvenile minds. In the perusal of 
these hot-bed productions, that which is the most cal- 
culated to increase moral depravity, and to confirm 
habits of iniquity, imperceptibly enters the heart ; while 
the scanty spice of Christian morality, with which a 
few of them are sprinkled, is generally regarded as 
common-place and unnecessary ; or rejected as enthu- 
siasm, and less interesting than fable ; or disingenuously 
and perversely pleaded as proofs that the works hat^e a 
moral tendency, when repelling the reproofs, and with- 
standing the entreaties, of their friends, ifho kindly 
endeavour to dissuade them firom perusing such dele- 
terious productions. 

As iron sharpeneth iron, Und as face answereth to 
face in a glass, so young persons generally feel interested 
jin proportion as they find, in juvenile memoirs, a record 
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of circuoiBtaiices co^incident vith their own. Nor do 
they feel uninterested when these strikingly exhibit 
that which they deprecate as an evil ; but the int^est 
increases when they meet with that which they are 
solicitous to attain and secure, as a real, necessary, and 
eternal good. A hope is indulged that the ^ous, and 
Aat jious youth especially,* will find much in the ex- 
perience and conduct of the subject of this MenuHr to 
approve, to desire, and to pursue. 

The Editor^fl otgect has not been to make a book, 
nor to dbtrude his sentiments on others. He has aimed 
at utility ; eneouraging and sheltering himself beneath 
the motto recommended to readers, 

*« In every work legud the writer's end." 

Should it be objected, that the writer has frequently 
diverted the attention of the reader, from the subject of 
the Memoir, to points of doctrine, or of Christian ex- 
perience, by which he has been detained from the 
narrative ; it is hoped that such, though losing sight of 
the juvenile saint for a page or two, will, in the mean 
time, find their attention directed to points connected 
with her experience, or naturally rising out of her obser* 
vations, or to which the transition was easy, and their 
practical tendency sujfficiently obvious. An aged 
German Minister was invited by a friend to go and 
hear the Rev. W. B — preach at Hull, in York- 
shire. On leaving the chapel, the person who had 
invited and accompanied the aged Minister, said to 
him, "Well, sir, how did you like Mr. B — ?'' 
He replied, " O de sermon was excellent !" It was 
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fiirther inquired, ^^Did you not think, sir, that he 
rambled ?" " O yes ! he rambled delightfully from de 
subject to de heart.^ The writer is no advocate for 
rambling ; but if he has been guilty of it, be hopes 
that it has been ^^firom the subject to the heart.*^ 
Should the Memoir be deemed worthy of notice, candid 
criticism will not break the writer s head, but descend 
upon it as oil, and reach his heart, and prompt him, if 
encouraged, to appear again before the public, to 
cherish his conviction of the responsibility, and to 
exhibit fewer defects, in attempting to promote the 
present and eternal welfare of his readers. 
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Miss Mary Helen Bingham, the subject of this 
Memohr, was bom on the twelfth day of June, 1806, 
at Hague Lane, near Chesterfield, in the county of 
Derby. Her paternal great-grandfather, Mr. Isaac 
Bingham, ^^ walked in the fear of the Lord, and in the 
comfort of the Holy Ghost."" He was a member of 
the Wesleyan Society, at Heely, near SheiBeld, when 
the societies in that neighbourhood were in an infant 
state, and experienced '^ troublous times.^ Her 
parents, being decidedly pious and truly converted to 
God, assiduously cultivated the minds of their off- 
spring; instilling religious principles, not only as a 
foundation for moral rectitude, but for that evangelical 
obedience to God which arises from, and is character- 
istic of, a change of heart, and which prepares its 
subjects for the kingdom of heaven. 

How great the responsibility which devolves on 
Christian parents ! This is feelingly expressed by a 
Christian poet : — 

B 
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^^ Shall I, tlirough indolence supine^ 
Neglect, hett&ff my charge divine. 

My delegated power ? 
The souls I from my Lord receive,— 
Of each I an account must give. 
At that tremendous hour ! " 

The great day of decision will fully make known the 
extent of the criminality of those parents who, to the 
cruel neglect of the morals of their offspring, are reck- 
lessly adding a vicious example ; though aware that 
their ^'manners, living as they rise,'' will be caught 
and closely copied by th«ir rising progeny. When 
" time shall be no longer,'' what must parents feel at 
the sight of the amazingly extended circle of depravity 
and iniquity, of guilt and wretchedness, which they 
may then find has continually enlarged through each 
succeeding generation of their posterity f .. A single 
glance at the mass of criminals, the magnitude of their 
crimes, and their corresponding punishments, will cover 
the guilty parents with indescribable confusion, and 
fill them with interminable agonizing pangs. How j 
appropriate the following parental address to ^' the 
Father of spirits ! " 

" God only wise, Almighty, good, 
Send forth thy truth and light. 
To point us out die narrow road, 

And guide our steps aright. j 

" Made apt, by thy sufficient grace. 
To teach as taught by thee, 
We come to train in all thy ways 
Our rising progeny : 

" Their selfish will in time subdue, 
And mortify their pride ; 
And lend their youth a sacred clue . 

To find the Crucified* % 



MTSS M. fi. Bi:t7GHAM. d 

*' We would in erety step look up ; 
By thy example taught, 
To* alann their fear, excite their hope, 
And rectify their thought. 

" We would persuade their heart to' obey ; 
With mildest zeal proceed ; 
And never take the harsher way, 
When love will do the deed." 

How highly are those children favoured whose 
parents train them up in "the fear of the Lord!" 
How promptly and cheerfully should such embrace 
the Instruction imparted, and bend their minds to the 
influence exerted ! The depravity of the human heart 
is frequently evidenced in opposing parental restraint, 
as if it were unkind and unjust : Nevertheless, parents 
ought not to be discouraged from discharging their 
duty, as prudent perseverance, under divine influence, 
generally ''succeeds in convincing the judgment, in 
preventing the formation of vicious habits, and in 
securing the affection of the child. 

Miss B. was a pleasing instance of this. Possessing 
a mind inquisitive, comprehensive, and vigorous, her 
parents could exultingly exclaim, — . 

*' Delight^ task ! to rear the tender thought, 
To teach the young idea how to shoot. 
To pour the fresh instruction o'er the mind. 
To breathe th' enlivening spirit, and to fix 
<rhe generous purpose in the glowing breast. 
O, speak the joy ! ye, whom the sudden tear 
Surprises often, while you look around. 
And nothing strikes your eye but sights of bliss." 

A knowledge of the existence of God, of his perfect 
acquaintance with human conduct, and of the workings 
of the heart, had a salutary influence on the mind of 
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Miss B. at an early age. She felt herself in His pre- 
sence ; and knew that his eye was upon her, and that 
she was accountable to Him. A circumstance occurred 
when she was three years old, which induced her to 
address God in prayer, for a favour which she desired ; 
promising to serve him, if he granted her petition. 
Her desire was fulfilled. This was the earliest in- 
cident in her life to which she could refer, and the 
retrospect afforded her pleasure on finding that it wore 
a religious aspect. 

In a serious conversation with her mother, when 
about seven years of age, she said, '^ I hope I shall 
live until I am sixteen years of age, and then enter the 
Methodist Society, and be prepared for heaven.'^ She 
then retired into another room, and wept for a consider- 
able time. How early the operation of divine influence 
is felt on the minds of some children, and especially on 
those who have parents truly religious, and entirely 
consistent ! 

Parents who have been prompted by affection, and 
encouraged by the promises of God, to sow the seed 
of religious knowledge and principle in tljn minds of 
their children as soon as they can understand the 
difference between right and wrong, a smile and a 
frown, should not suppose that the seed must neces- 
sarily lie dormant for years, or even months, before it 
makes its appearance. As the gardener, having sowed 
his spring seeds in favourable weather, looks for their 
appearance in a few days, and, if disappointed the first 
day, looks again the next ; so should parents look for 
the tender blade, and anticipate harvest, remembering 
the declaration : " The promise is unto you, and to 
your children : *" Seed-time is given you, and harvest 
shall not fail. 
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*The children, in this religious family, were accus- 
tomed, almost from infancy, to receive parental and 
ministerial instruction, and to think upon and to make 
observations on that which they had heard. One even- 
ing, when Miss B. was ten years old, her brother John 
eight, Thomas seven, and Joseph five ; Thomas said 
to his father, ^* There was something about the Jailor 
in all the sermons we have heard to-day.*" They had 
heard two sermons, preached at different places, by 
two Ministers, and their father had read a sermon to 
them at home, on the same subject. Mr. B. replied, 
*^ It was quite accidental.'*^ Joseph the youngest then 
said, ^^ When I preach, I shall preach the Gospel.''^ 
John inquired, ^^What is the Gospel?^ Miss fi. 
replied, " The writings of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John.'' John rejoined, " The Gospel is good news, 
or glad tidings to lost and perishing sinners." John 
was the best theologian, and is now a Local Preacher.^ 
Probably some persons may hear with apathy the 
lispings of infants, and the prattle of children, even on 
xeligious subjects ; but there are others who attend to 
them with pleasure, and, rejoicing, with Hosannas 
testify, *^ Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings 
thou hast perfected praise.'' 

Miss B., when a child, appeared to have a contem- 
plative mind, and evidenced but little regard for child- 
ish pursuits. These, as cause and effect, considerably 
increased as she advanced in life. By the young and 
gay, her presence would not be considered as calculated 
to increase the hilarity of a social party, occupied with 
uninteresting trifles, and elated with empty mirth. 

* John Bingham has " kept the fiuth, and finished his course," 
since the first edition of the Memoir of his sister was published. An 
account of this promising youth is appended to this edition. 
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But to such as delighted in the peculiarities and beau- 
ties of flowers, or leaves, or moss, or grasses, she was 
found to be a pleasing and an intelligent companion. 
She commenced the study of botany at a very early 
age, and before she had obtained a treatbe on that 
science. The garden, and lanes, and fields, were 
explored with a zest and perseverance which proved 
how pleasure lightened toil. The cultivation of her 
flower-garden afibrded her an interesting and healthy 
amusement ; and the acquisition of a choice plant, or 
a rare flower, yielded her a high degree of gratification. 
She collected a considerable variety of mosses, which 
she was happy to exhibit and describe. Her increas- 
ing acquaintance with the minute peculiarities and 
beauties of the vegetable world supplied her with a 
fund of information, and with almost ceaseless topics 
of conversation, when in company with those ^ho 
evinced a congenial mind. The disposition to inves- 
tigate minutely whatever she deemed worthy of her 
attention, tended to store her mind with complete and 
distinct ideas of her subject ; and that which she thus 
comprehended, was generally retained entire. 

How interesting, and especially to those who delight 
in children, to discover the appearance, and watch the 
developement, of those buds of genius which some 
early exhibit I Regarding these as the gifts of a Being 
of infinite intelligence and goodness, the admirer 
reasons thus : — 



*^ For since the claims 
Of social life to different labours urge 
The active powers of man ; with wise intent 
Heaven*s hand upon peculiar minds 
Imprints a different bias, and to each 
Decrees its province in the common toil,** 
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^"•rom the flowery carpet of tlie earth, Miss B. 
/aised her eyes and elevated her thoughts to the span- 
gled heavens. The science of astronomy arrested her 
attention, and acquired a firm hold upon her inquisitive 
mind, and became the second grand object of her 
study. She attended a course of astronomical lectures, 
and procured a celestial adas ; and soon found, in the 
magnitude and revolutions of the planets, and in their 
distances in illimitable space, ideas suggested, and 
ecstasies excited, which could fill and expand the mind 
that had previously solaced itself with the minutiae of 
creation. 

On fine star-light nights, Miss B. would leave the 
family engaged in domestic pursuits or social converse, 
and take a lantern and candle and her atlas into the 
garden, and consider the heavens, the work of Jeho- 
vaVs hand. While viewing the ^* amazing pomp of 
worlds on worlds,^^ her eyes, if not with " a fine fren2y 
rolling,^ and her ears, though not listening to the 
music of the spheres, would, nevertheless, serve as 
c(mductors to her heart, producing a laudable excite- 
ment, and yielding a rational pleasure, of which she 
duly became increasingly susceptible. Such was the 
ecstasy of feeling produced by some of these contem- 
plations of the starry heavens, that she would run into 
the house, and endeavour to prevail on some of the 
family to come into the garden and view the sight, and 
participate her joy. But while she has been pointing 
out some star of peculiar brilliancy, and telling them 
its name, her joy has been damped by the cold observ- 
ation, " Why, Mary, it looks very weU ; but we have 
seen all this before.^' 

These objects of contemplation and investigation 
interested her the more, from the existence and ope- 
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ratire infiuence of those religious principles which Bad 
been implanted in her infant mind, and were then 
growing with her growth. It required but little effort 
of intellect to find evidence of infinite wisdom and al- 
mighty power, displayed in the visible creation, which 
she rendered subservient to piety, and retained as an 
hand-maid to the caxdinal Christian graces, when, at a 
later period, she walked ^^ high in salvation.^ The 
following well-known sentiments would frequently pre- 
sent themselves to her mind, and be as promptly and* 
piously adopted by her :.^— 

<^ These are thy glorious works, Parent of Good, 
Almighty ! Thine this universal frame, 
Thus wondrous fair, thyself how wondrous then ! " 

It may be truly said, " An undevout astronomer is^ 
mad.^ The Christian philosopher, like the pious Psal- 
mist, will find all things full of God ; and, with devo- 
tional feelings, dechire, ^' All thy works shall praiser 
thee, O Lord ! and thy saints shall bless thee. They 
shall speak of the glory of thy kindom, and talk of thy 
power. Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 
thy dominion endureth throughout all generations.^ 
Looking ** through nature up to nature^s God," he wil^ 
exclaim : — 

" OoD*8 hand, unseen, sustains the pdes 
On which the huge creation rolls. 
The starry arch prodaims his power ; 
.His pencil glows in every flower ; 
^ In thousand shapes and beauties rise 

His painted wonders, t6 our eyes : 
While beasts, and birds, with labouring throats^ 
Teach us a Ood in thousand notes. 
The meanest pin in nature's frame 
Marks out some letter of Ms name. 
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Where sense can reach^ or fancy rove) 
From hill to hill^ from grove to grove ; 
Across the waves, around the sky, 
There *s not a spot, or deep or high. 
Where the Creator has not trod, 
And left the footsteps of a God." 

To juTenile minds, exempt from those associations 
of turpitude which frequently present themselves to 
those who hare an extensive knowledge of human de-* 
linquency, what a freshness, what an untouched bloom, 
is exhibited in the deQghtfuUy interesting appearances 
of nature ! How vivid its beauties ! How strong the 
force, and how lasting the effects, of early impressions 
on a warm, excited, and excursive imagination ! 

Miss B. was well versed in geography, and had a 
tolerable acquaintance with modern history, particularly 
with that of England. 

Youth is the spring-time of life, the season for men- 
tal cultivation. Sowing, and planting, and weeding, 
may then be pursued with comparative ease, and en- 
couraging success. The savage in the desert may neg- 
lect it ; the Turkish barbarian forbid it ; females in 
India despair of attaining it ; but civilized society re- 
quires it ; and Britain offers it to all, and to her poor 
without money or price. Here science throws open 
her treasury, and inspiration is heard uttering in lofty 
strains : " Wisdom is the principal thing ; therefore get 
wisdom : and with all thy getting get understanding. 
Exalt her, and she shall promote thee : she shall bring 
thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her. She 
shall give to thine head an ornament of grace : a crown 
of glory shall she deliver to thee,'' Prov. iv. 7 — ^9. 

Knowledge and ignorance are antipodes. Know- 
ledge is the region of light, and life, and order, and 
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hannony, and beauty ; yieldmg pleasure, and bonour, 
and glory to those who early enter its extensive plains, 
and perseveringly walk with prudence, until they suc- 
ceed in finding wisdom. Ignorance is the ^* region of 
darkness, and the shadow of death^ to those who deny 
the existence, or the excellency, or the utility of know- 
ledge; and also to those whose slothfulness prevents 
or extinguishes desire for knowledge, and detains them 
from coming to ^^ the brightness of its rising.^ Igno« 
ranee, therefore, is an evil of great magnitude, and 
should be earnestly deprecated, and assiduously chased 
away, by acquiring an insatiate desire for knowledge^ 
and making it the object of our diligent and unwearied 
pursuit. Solomon has said, '^ I went by the field of 
the slothAil, and by thje vineyard of the man yoid of 
understanding; and, lo, it was all grown over with 
thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof, and 
the stone wall thereof was broken down. Then I 'saw, 
and considered it well : I looked upon it, and Teceived 
instruction,^ Prov. xxiv. 30 — 32. Solomon mjght Well 
say, " That the soul be without knowledge, it is not 
good,'' Prov. xix. 2. The soul that is not fed with 
knowledge lacks nourishment, and feeds upon itself, 
and pines until its powers, originally capable of expan- 
sion, and promising at least to attain the height <^ 
mediocrity, become enfeebled, shrivelled, and premH- 
turely decrepit ; it then exhibits, to those around it, 
the puny stature of a dwarf. 

It is not intended to convey the idea, that young 
persons are to seek and acquire knowledge, regardless 
of those claims which parents, and masters, and society 
possess, and may properly assert. No ! for until those 
relative claims are satisfied, or shall cease, however 
irksome or galling manual labour may be, the appoint- 
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ment is just, ^^ If any -will not work, neither should he 
est" By giving an exclusive attention to literary 
pursuits, young females would consequently neglect 
those domestic duties, an attention to which is neces- 
sary to the comfort and well-being of a family, and to 
quidify them for those important stations in life to 
which they may be called at some future period. 

WeU'^order'd home, man's best delight to xnake ; 
And by submissive wisdom, modest skiU, 
With every gentle care-eluding art, 
To raise the virtues, animate the bliss. 
And sweeten all the toils, of human life : — 
This be the female's dignity and praise. 

It must be admitted, that Miss B. felt but little in-^ 
dination for attending to domestic affairs, prior to the 
time of her conversion ; after which, her application to 
these things, though by no means absolutely necessary, 
afforded pleasure to her friends. Whether the present 
or probable future circumstances of young females may 
call for, or dispense with, a continued practical atten- 
tion to domestic economy, an experimental acquaint- 
ance with it, in its various branches, would enable them 
to minister to their own necessities, and to promote the 
comfort of their friends. Though servants may be 
kept for menial and laborious offices, in families where 
there are many children, how extensively the elder 
female children may relieve maternal care by occasion^ 
ing as little trouble as possible, and in cheerfully, and 
promptly, and methodically, endeavouring to prevent' 
the wants, or to supply the necessities, of the younger 
children ! Who will deny that children are under in- 
violable obligations to love and honour their parents, 
and to promote their comfort to the utmost extent of 
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their power? In doing this, children should think 
more of their duty, than of their desert ; and serve 
more from a love to the duty, than from a hope of re«- 
ward. It has been said, that ^^ the discharge of duty 
to parents does not so much merit praise, as the neg- 
lect of it is deserving of censure and reproof^ Never-^ 
theless, they may conscientiously serve in love, confi-* 
dently anticipate parental approval, find joy in their 
favour, and prove that filial obedience will secure its 
own reward. 

But while it is asserted, that suitable attention to 
domestic duties will tend to form an extensively useful 
character, not to be sacrificed for brilliant and attractive 
attainments, it will be proper to remark, that there are 
some which may be commendably superadded, where 
circumstances will admit of and justify the acquisition. 

JThough a concession has been made above, m 
reference to Miss B., it is due to her character to add, 
that, in the attention which she gave to her favourite 
pursuits, her object appeared to be intellectual pleasure^ 
rather than attractive display. Knowledge is to be 
sought for the former and the public weal ; not for the 
latter, — the public gaze and adulation. A vain person 
has not a proper respect for himself or others. '^ He 
who exalts himself, seems to despise those around him 
in proportion ; and thereby insults his neighbours, who 
are then provoked to question even the merit which 
otherwise might have been allowed to be his due. 
Self-sufficiency makes a weak person the fittest of all 
others for the artful and designing to work upon.'^ 
The conduct of such persons is more calculated to 
produce pity, or to excite disgust, than to inspire either 
love or fear. The glare of a comet may surprise a 
spectator^ but the purer and less radiant light of the 
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fixed polar star has proved more attractive and bene- 
ficial than all the comets which have in succession 
astonished the world. Desire for, and attempts at, 
display generally fail of success ; and not only produce 
disappointment and vexation to the individual, but 
unnerve and debase the mind, and call off its attentions, 
from subjects which claim and would repay an extend- 
ed and persevering application. It has been properly 
observed, in reference to those who are satisfied and 
puffed up with superficial knowledge : — 

^ A little knowledge is a dangerous thing I 
Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring : 
These little draughts intdxicate the brain, 
But drinking largely sobeiis us again ! ** 

Too many lack persevering application. Like the 
busy bee, they dart into every open flower, and glance 
around, and transiently admire ^' the beauties of litera- 
ture;^ but without penetrating the surface, and col- 
lecting the moral, they leave it for another and another, 
tiU, more fatigued with looking, than with thinking, 
they return, less Uke the working bee, than the idle 
drone, without honey or wax to the hive. 

All is the fruit of industry ; whate*er 
Exalts, embellishes, and renders life 
DeUghtful. 

If the life of Miss B. bad been extended to a later 
date, it is highly probable that she would have drunk 
deep at the fount of knowledge. Her mind had space ; 
her desires were insatiate ; and her means were suffi- 
cient, through the kindness of her parents, who were 
ever ready to foster and support their young and luxu- 
riant, yet feeble vine. She was tall in stature, and 
womanly in appearance, when only twelve years of age. 
It is well known, that for several years before her 
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death, she had a presentiment that an early tomfi 
awaited her. Probably repeated attacks of disease 
gave existence to this opinion ; and certainly increased 
the strength of it when adopted. There were intervak 
in which she was free from these attacks, during which 
her friends occasionally endeavoured to remove the 
opinion from her mind, but only partially succeeded. 

Towards the close of the year 1821, when upwards 
of thirteen years of age, and while conversing with a 
friend, she received a religious impression which was 
never effaced from her mind. This inwrought convic- 
tion of the necessity of experimental religion prepared 
her for the reception of those divine influences which 
she subsequently received, and which induced the 
determination, and communicated the ability, to devote 
herself entirely to the Lord. It may be truly said, 
^^A word spoken in due season, how good is it!^^ 
What importance attaches to the decision of mind, 
and to the habits acquired at such an age, especially 
by one whose ardent mind would have employment, 
unwilling to endure the rack of mental indolence ! If 
worldly, vain, and sinful principles had then been 
dominant, their controlling bias might soon have induced 
her to become a devotee to the varying fashions and 
idle amusements of the day, which perish in the using, 
yet increasingly alienate the heart from God. She 
might have lived and died a stranger to experimental 
religion, and only been pitied for having found an early 
tomb. Alas ! how many 

Unheeding pass 
An idle summer-life in fbrtune^s shine, 
A season^R glitter ! Thus they flutter on 
From toy to toy, from vanity to vice ; 
Till blown away by death, oblivim comes 
Behind, and strikes them from the book of life. 
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It is of great importance to have religious principles, 
even in the absence of renewing grace, and to be 
enabled firmly to adhere to conviction. But Miss B. 
became truly pious, and soon knew by experience, that 
the ways of religion are pleasant ; and the consolations 
which she enjoyed in affliction led her to glory in the 
cross of Christ 

The Cross ! it takes our guilt Awayy 

It holds the fainting spirit up ; 
It cheers with hope the gloomj day^ 
~ And sweetens every bitter cup. 

It makes the coward spirit brave, 
And nerves the feeble ann for fight ; 

It takes all terror from the grave, 

And gilds the bed of death with lights 

The balm of life; the cure of woe, 
The measure and the pledge of love ; 

'Tis all that sinners want below, 
'Tis all that angels know above. 

In the commencement of the year 1822, Miss B^ 
was placed by her parents under the tuition of Mrs* 
Unwin, at Cromford, near Matlock Bath. Cromford 
and its vicinity were highly agreeable to her, as she 
was capable of perceiving the beauty and grandeur of 
the scenery, and of feeling awe while contemplating 
^' mountains big with mines.^ Some of the romantic 
mountains there, whose sloping and pyramidical sides, 
are covered with trees, " stage above stage,*" present a 
variegated and interesting scenery ; the oak, and fir, 
' and alder, and birch, being intermingled. The efiect 
is agreeably heightened when these are playfully undu- 
lated by gentle winds. The majestic High Tor lifts 
its head erect, as if without compeer; and, though 
thinly skirted with dwarfish shrubs, presents its ample 
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breast and bald front to the eye of the spectator, 
regardless of the varymg seasons, and fearless of the 
ruthless storm, as if assuming to be co-eval with hoary 
time. The narrow valleys, with their streams, here 
purling in whispers, and there gurgling in higher tones ; 
and the river Derwent, silently refreshing, and filling, 
and slowly moving over the depths it has formed, as if 
seeking and finding repose, present to the visiter scenes 
which scarcely can fail to interest the eye, and ear, and 
heart. Light and shade have an indescribable effect 
in this Alpine district. Their reign and influence 
appear to be equal and mutual, as each alternately 
succeeds to the other'^s empire. 

The caverns in the rocks and mountains, there, sur- 
prise and astonish the visiter. The length, and height, 
and depth of some of them, are very considerable. 
Nature and art have combined in the formation : — The 
former supplying materials, especially in leaving fissures 
in the mountains: — The latter uniting design with 
efScient energy, has agreeably demonstrated that 
*' knowledge is power .''^ Miners, in searching for lead 
ore, with which the district abounds, have met with 
these openings ; and spme individuals, having a , tast^, 
for the romantic, and a public spirit, and others from 
a hope of reward, have completed several of these 
wonderfiil caverns, which may be visited with perfect 
safety. 

The Museum, gratuitously open to visiters, contains 
a considerable collection of natural curiosities, by no 
means confined to, though abounding with, such as* 
are peculiar to that district. It has also many splendid 
and costly articles of taste, some of utility, and numer- 
ous ingenious trifles, manufactured of spar. 

The medicinal properties of the water at the baths, 
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and the salubrity of the air, are well known, their 
utility having been so extensively experienced. 

In this delightful situation, amid these ^^ British 
Alps,'^ Miss B., especially when taking her walks, 
found interesting objects incessantly presenting them- 
selves, and soliciting investigation. While contem* 
plating them, in their variety, and beauty, and magni- 
tude, she felt no disposition to deify matter, and to 
regard chance and fate as its cabinet council; for 
she "looked through nature up to nature^s God.'' 
Doubtless, the pleasure which pervaded her mind, on 
the first view of scenery so Alpine, yet picturesque, 
would have been heightened beyond description, if she 
liftd then possessed an assurance of adoption into the 
family of God, enabling her to say, " My Father 
made them all." Nevertheless, this sacred zest, which 
indescribably increases enjoyment, was then nigh ; as, 
at that tihie, she was " not far from the kingdom of 
God.'' The "new creation" had already commenced 
in her soul. Though preserved, by restraining grace^ 
from gross sin, as soon as the Holy Ghost apphed the 
law, not the letter merely, but the spirit of the law, to 
her conscience, she was fully convinced of her sinful- 
ness ; that Divine Justice might take away the life she 
had forfeited by violating the law ; and that she had 
neither ability nor permission to work for life,— -to 
merit, and obtain justification, " by the deeds of the 
law." Humbled under a sense of sin, and " sorry after 
a godly sort," she rejoiced in the doctrine of the Atone- 
ment of Jesus Christ, and earnestly sought that faith 
by which justification unto life is freely obtained. ' 

How prone are many who professedly seek the for- 
giveness of sin, though decrying human merit, to 
indulge in self-complacency, because they have come 
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out firom aiuuug bue ungodly, and regularly engage m 
public, and social, and private worship ! . ^^ Compassing 
themselves about with the sparks they have kindled,'' 
they are satisfied, and say, ^^ Aha, I am warm, I have 
seen the fire.'' Solacing their own minds, and hoping 
to satisfy others, with their convictions and regrets, 
which they doubt not are evidences of grace, they rest 
in first principles, until they fall back into sin, or sink 
into a pharisaic and delusive security. It would prove 
beneficial to those who are only partially awakened, to 
pray for light, and to continue looking into the law, 
until they feel it applied by the Holy Spirit in its 
whole length, and Inreadth, and depth, and height, to 
their actions, words, tempers, thoughts, and imaginftr 
tions ; extorting the confession, ** In me dwelleth ne 
good things O wretched man that I am ! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death ? " This is 
especially necessary for those persons who have been 
moral and self-righteous ; as such, generally, are of 
opinion, that they are required to acknowledge them- 
selves more depraved and guilty than they really are: 
Therefore they turn away from, or oiOPer a deter- 
mined opposition to, the entrance of spiritual light. 
If these would ask for light, and continue looking into 
the law, sincerely desiring the Holy Spirit to apply the 
rule to any one action of their life, and then to bring 
to their remembrance, and submit to the same rule, 
every past transaction of their life, they would be so 
confronted and overpowered by the conviction of their 
guilt, as frankly to declare, that the half of thdr 
depravity and iniquity had never been previously told 
them. Yes, their language would be,-^ 

^ I sin in every breath I draw, 
Nor do thy will^ — ^nor keep tliy law.** 



MISS U. H. BINGHAM. 19 



^ Gxtilty I stand before thy face ; 

On'^me I feel thy wrath abide ; 
Tis just the sentence should take place ; 

' Tis just ;~.but^ O, thy Son hath died I 
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" The Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him 
actions are weighed." It should also be remembered, 
that he is a jealous God, and will not give his glory 
to another. It is therefore indispensably necessary for 
us to ascertain what is the obedience which he abso- 
lutely yet righteously demands ; rather than risk our 
eternal welfare, by resting on the base of mere human 
opinions^ respecting the sufficiency of moral rectitude, 
which may one day be detected as the offspring of 
pride and self-love, and consumed as *' wood, hay, and 
stubble," 

Frequent, strict, and impartial self-examination is 
indispensably requisite for a(^akened persons, in which 
they should give especial attention to their motives, 
and carefully compare them with the word of God. 
Then, probably, those who have been the most self- 
righteous may readily and frankly acknowledge with 
Cowper, when speaking of the motives by which he 
had been actuated prior to his being convinced of sin : 
^^ I have never performed a good action, or abstained 
from a bad one, from a right, an evangelical motive." 
This might lead them to perceive and feel, that they 
are " tied and bound with the chain of their sin," with- 
out power to accomplish their own deliverance. How 
welcome to such is the message of those who, exhibit- 
ing the crucified Jesus, cry out, ^^ Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world ! " Then 
how suitably and promptly might such respond, — > 

" This all my hope, and all my plea, — 
For me the Saviour died t " 
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Miss B. was not long ere she experienced the acconr- 
plishment of that gracious promise, '^ Then will I he 
found of you when ye seek me with your whole heart.*" 
Diligently attending the means of grace, her desire for 
salvation, fervour in prayer, and faith in the promises, 
considerably increased. She soon began to meet in 
class, and found that means of grace, in particular, con- 
duce to her spiritual -prosperity. The first time she 
met in class, she seated herself where she supposed that 
she should be the last person whom the Class-Leader 
would question respecting the state of her mind. When 
he spoke to her, she replied, after a considerable pause, 
*' I am a sinner. I haVe broken God''s commandments.^ 
From grief and tears she could add no more. Often 
when taking her walks at Cromford, (as she stated to 
one of her brothers in her last sickness when exhorting 
him to seek the Lord,) she used to stand with clasped 
hands,. and eyes lifted up to heaven, and pray, — 

*' Now, if thy gracious will it be. 
Even now, my sins remove; 
And set my soul at liberty. 
By thy victorious love : "' 

firequently feeling an unwillingness to leave the place 
without a sense of God's pardoning love. On hearing 
at class of the salvation which others enjoyed, her faith, 
though weak, was stimulated and strengthened. She 
spon found much comfort, and a considerable degree of 
inward peace; but could not be satisfied without a 
clearer manifestation, a full assurance of pardon and 
adoption. 

The following letter, which Miss B. wrote, while at 
Croinford, to her mother, will be acceptable to the ju- 
venile reader, as exhibitmg the commencement of her 
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correspondence : and also to the experienced believer, 
for its artless simplicity, affording evidence of a mind 
under a gracious influence, with an entire devotedness 
to its one great object. When compared with her sub- 
sequent experience and writings, the letter will enable 
the reader to perceive her rapid improvement in grace, 
and the greater maturity to which she probably would 
have attained, if her life, of so much promise, had not 
^' closed ere 't was noon.'' 

<^ Chapel Hill, Cromford, April 18/6, 1822. 
'* My Dear Mother, 

"It afforded me the greatest pleasure to receive 
a letter from you, and to find that you are recovering 
so fast. I am sorry my little sister is so poorly. I 
hope she will live till I return. I am much obliged by 
your readiness to send me******. I think, my 
dear mother, I can almost say, I am not proud of my 
advantages, except it be of parents so kind as to give 
me the opportunity of gaining knowledge. I trust 
that I do not neglect the ' one thing needful.' The 
Lord has given me to see what I am by nature, and 
what I must be by grace. His Spirit has led me to 
cry for mercy : 

* I have no hope, or plea, beside, 
I have sinned — Christ has died.' 

" I have begun to meet in class. I feel thankful for 
such a privilege. During prayer, the last class-night 
but one, I suddenly felt great peace of mind. I have 
enjoyed that peace ever since; and I hope, through 
Christ strengthening me, I shall be able to keep it 
until I have a clear manifestation of my acceptance. 
Satan throws his darts at me. He is afraid of losing 
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his once wQling subject. Mrs. U. was so kind as to 
get me a note of admission to the Love-feast. I there 
heard a woman rejoice in having her sins pardoned; 
and I felt determined, by grace, not to rest till I also 
eould rejoice. On Wednesday night, while at prayer, 
I felt great fidth, and thought that I could and would 
believe. I felt so happy, that my language was, 
* Jesus, take body, spirit, soul ; only thou possess the 
whole.^ I thought that I could say*, * Jesus died for 
me.' 

'^ I find this important part of my life [education 
at school] drawing to a close. I am working a 
picture which I hope will give you satisfaction. I 
must apply myself to finish it, and the rug. My dear 
mother, there is generally either preaching or prayer- 
meeting, or class-meeting in the evening, and I think 
you would not like me to lose any of them. In my 
walks, spring-fiowers remind me of home, [of her flow- 
er garden there,] and of midsummer, [when she ex- 
pected to return,] and I can scarcely refrain from tears, 
when I think of the happy meeting we shall have, es- 
pecially if all enjoy the peace and love of God. Give 
my love to Miss C. I could not forget her advice to 
me, and prayer, that you might * receive me back a 
new creature.' I am happy to hear that Miss W. is 
better : I hope she will recover. I have written to my 
grand-mother two months since, but have not received 
an answer. Give my love to my dear father, brothers, 
and sisters, and to Betsy ; and accept it yourself, frokn 

" Your affectionate daughter, 

"Maky Helen Bingham.*" 

Miss B.'s spiritual advantages at Cromford were truly 
great. She might have said, << The lines have fallen 



MISS H. n. BIK6HAM. 23 

to me in pleasant places, and I have a goodly heri- 
tage.^ Placed in a religious family, favoured with the 
society of Christian friends and Christian Ministers, 
and daily with the means of grace, her seriousness was 
sanctioned, her convictions were increased, her spirit- 
ual desires were promoted, her holy resolutions were 
strengthened, her efforts were encouraged, and her 
progress was a!ccelerated and witnessed with joy. It 
appears, from the above letter, that she found much 
comfort and peace in the service of God ; nevertheless, 
she could not, and would not, be satisfied without a 
full assurance of justification. She had, in the Scrip- 
tures, great and precious promises of a rest from the 
guilt of sin, in having the love of God shed abroad in 
the heart; and though she thankfully received the 
manna of consolation and support vouchsafed in the 
means of grace, she lived upon it, not that she might 
continue in the wilderness merely enjoying these 
favours, but that she might derive strengdi to enable 
her to hasten, through the wilderness to the promised 
land. Had the IsraeUtes, while receiving miraculous 
supplies in the wilderness, resolved to continue there, 
relinquishing all desire for the land of Canaan, it is 
probable that they would have been considered as 
guilty, and punished as severely by God, as if they 
had returned to Egypt. Doubtless their miraculous 
supplies would have been withdrawn, without which 
they could not have lived. And is not the experience 
of many, who have renounced spiritual Egypt, too simi- 
lar ? They have had low degrees of spiritual strength 
and consolation communicated, but have been more 
gratified with them, than stimulated by them to press 
forward. They have been ready to say, " It Js 
enough ; ^ and by this have grieved the Holy Spirit, 
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who would ratlier have made them sons by adoption, 
than left them mere servants of God, with a probability 
of their degenerating into slaves of satan. Some 
awakened persons are more desirous of doing this or 
that, in order to serve God, than to be saved by him. 
Who then can wonder at their sins and sorrows ? at 
their doubts and fears ? or that these constitute ^^ a 
howling wilderness,^ acA continue them in it ? How 
can the fruit be good until the tree be good ? How can 
persons live as justified persons, as the children of God, 
until they are •justified and* adopted by him ? Let 
every awakened penitent plead for an increase of faith 
in the exercise of that which he has, and he shall 
instantly find, ^' that to him who improveth what he 
hath, more shall be given :^ and, on consciously receiv- 
ing an increase, let him encourage himself, and others, 
saying, ** We will go up at once and possess it,'' for 
" all things are possible to him that believeth.'' 

While many acknowledge that salvation is by grace 
or favour, there is cause to fear that some do not suffi- 
ciently consider that it is to be realized by faith ; a 
grace, for the production and efficiency of which, divioe 
influence, though always necessary, is not always sought 
with all that fervour in prayer that the importance of' 
the grace demands, considered as the instrument in 
the right exercise of which, justification is consciously 
realized in the soul. The Aposde explicitly affirmed 
to the Ephesians : '^ By grace are ye saved through 
faith ; and that not of yourselves : it is the gift of God.^ 
Faith, the gracious influence by which we are enabled 
•to take God at his word, though ofiered to us as a gift, 
is not the less valuable ; and earnest and importunate 
application to God is necessary to attain it. The list- 
Jess applicant evinces too little excitement, and there- 
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by proves to himself and others, that he is not in a suit- 
able state of mind to receive an answer to his petitions ; 
consequently that he is incapable of the act of faith ; 
and while this incapacity remains, he continues destitute 
of the great blessing of justification. Probably in such 
a state of mind, the divine influence, necessary to pro- 
duce confidence if received, would scarcely be considered 
as favour, and certainly would not be used as the only 
lever by which they could be raised and firmly placed 
upon the foundation of the atonement. It might reason- 
ably be inferred, that such persons do not comprehend or 
approve of God'^s method of justification ; or that they 
do not cause their minds so to dwell upon the subject 
as to produce and keep up an excitement, in fervent 
supplication for the gracious influence, in the use of 
which they might believe and receive the remission of 
sin. There are others, apparently under the influence 
of an opposite error, being so anxiously solicitous for 
divine influence to enable them to believe, that, not- 
withstanding increasing light and consolation are vouch- 
safed to them, they never seem to think that they 
have enough to warrant them to venture a trial of the 
strength of their faith. They ofier an hundred, yea 
a thousand petitions for ability to believe, ere they 
n^ake one single eflbrt to use the grace of faith already 
given. 

Wherever there it evangelical repentance, the Holy 
Spirit, by whose agency it has been produced, is always 
omnipotently near to inspire a living efficient faith ; 
therefore such persons need not ask in despondency, 
** Who shall ascend into heaven to bring Christ'' down ? 
For the Spirit of Christ is with them, and the influence 
which they want is at hand. Some persons, on whose 
hearts this influence graciously rests, in which it has 

c 
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begun to expand, frequently overlook it ; and attach 
little or no importance to it, because it appears weak 
and insufficient. They give place to anxiety and fear, 
and apparently have no intention of using their weak 
faith, until it shall have acquired matured vigour, at 
some far distant period ; whereas, in many cases, were 
the influence, actually vouchsafed them, courageously 
exerted, the blessing of justification would be instantly 
realized.* Let those who feel evangelical repentance, 
who are humbled as in the dust, desirous of depending 
entirely on the atonement of Christ for acceptance, 
having sincerely and earnestly asked faith of the con- 
vincing, wounding, healing. Spirit, — ^let them resolve 
in his strength, which they at present feel, courage- 
ously to venture, and at once cast themselves, into the 
ocean of merit and mercy, expecting, instantaneously, 
to find in the depths of infinite merit a sufiiciency to 
cover, to wash away, all their sin ; and anticipate a buoy- 
ancy in infinite mercy which shall raise them out of the 
^' mire in which there is no standing,^^ and bear them 
to, and " set their feet upon, the rock"' of ages, " and 
establish their goings, and put a new song in their 

• A young fen^ale, known to the editor, who had been awakened 
to a 'Sense of her sinitdness and danger about three months, endea- 
voured, one afternoon, by prayer and faith, to obtain the blessing of 
pardon. After spending two hours in this holy exercise, she still 
found no evidence of justification. For a few moments she seemed at 
a loss what to do ; or to what conclusion she should come respecting 
God, and his grace, and herself. After a little thought and recollec- 
tion, under considerable excitement, and with much earnestness of 
soul, addressing God, she cried out, ^' Lord ! thou re^uirest me to 
believe for salvation ; and I have tried to do so'; but have not obtaiqed 
it. I cannot get any more faith, or believe better than I do; but 
thou canst save me mthout any more faith than I have,** Instantly 
the blessing was communicated to her, in the assurance of which her 
<( soul magnified the Lord, and her spirit^ejoiced in God her Savioar.*' 
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mouth.'' Then ^ey may ask, « Who is he that 
condemnethp'' My Justifier is "Christ who died, 
yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession 
fiMrme." 

It i& admitted that, in general, prior to the possession 
and exercise of faith, nothing appears so difficult to be 
attained and ^xerted ; but it is also true, that, immedi- 
ately after the act of believing has brought salvation, 
nothing appears to be so simple, and easy, and efficient 
as faith: For we instantly find, that the mountain 
difficulty, which, in the absence of faith, appeared 
insurmountable, but which began to sink at its base as 
faith flowed into the soul, has now, before our Zerub- 
babel, become a plain. 

Miss B. dared to believe, and received " the end of 
her faith, the salvation of her soul.'' The declarations, 
in the letter inserted above, "I felt determined by 
grace, never to rest till I also could rejoice;" and " I 
thought that I could and would believe;" were not 
evanescent feelings and determinations, passing away 
like the morning cloud and early dew ; they were 
abiding and influential, leading to those gracious results 
she so pleasingly anticipated, viz., adoption into the 
family of Ood, and the possession of an inward king- 
dom of righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. This will appear in the following letter, which 
she wrote to her mother, a fortnight after receiving the 
Uessing of justification : — 

« Chapel Hill, Crompoed, May 3rf, 1822. 

" My DfiAB Mother, 

" Perhaps you may be surprised at receiving a 
letter from me so soon. I have written to my grand- 

c 2 
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mother, and, haying an opportunity of enclosing one in 
the parcel, I could not neglect it, being persuaded you 
will be well pleased with the contents. When I wrote 
last, I was not clear in my acceptance with God: But 
on Saturday night, the 20th of April, while engaged 
in prayer, the Lord spoke unto my soul, * Thy sins 
which are many are all forgiven thee.^ Immediately I 
experienced such peace as I never felt before. I can 
now say, that I am * a child of God and an inheritor of 
the kingdom of heaven.^ I feel that * my God is recon- 
ciled,^ and I can rejoice in him who has freely forgiven 
me, and washed me in the all-atoning blood of 
Christ. I cannot find words to express my praise for 
the infinite goodness and love of God to me who have 
rebelled against him. I feel ^ the Spirit answering to 
the blood: It tells me I am born of God."* I can 
truly say, that religion is not ' a cunningly devised 
fable.^ I find in it what there is not in all created 
things* I can say, — 

' How unspeakably happy am I ! 
Oather'd into the fold, with thy people enroUM, 
And I hope with thy people to die ! * 

^^ I love my class. I feel it a precious privilege to 
meet with His children. Sometimes I climtr the rock 
behind Mrs. Unwinds, and view the road which leads 
home, and my thoughts swiftly fly there. I think 
much of you, my dear mother; not that I am un- 
comfortable ; far from it. I like Cromford better than 
ever. 

^* I think, with every passing day, I find remains 
of the carnal mind. I pray that the Lord may sub- 
due in me every thing contrary to his holy will, 
and make me his wholly. I wish to set an example' 
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to my young friends, and that they may see what 
the Lord has done for me. I should rejoice if the 
Lord would deign to make me of any use to precious 
souls. I think Miss 6., and the eldest Miss W., 
are both determined to seek and serve the Lord. 
I hope Thomas has not forgotten the impression he 
received at the funeral of the little girl, viz., ^that 
he was not fit to die.^ I hope he is determined to 
turn to the Lord. I hope John does not forget to 
talk to him upon the subject. I shall be short on 
this subject, as I know that both of them, daily, 
receive better instruction than I can give. My love 
to Miss C. ; to N. L. ; my dear father, brothers, 
sisters ; and accept it yourself, 

" From your affectionate daughter, 

"Mary Helen Bingham.'' 

The above letter cannot fail to interest the pious 
reader, on recollecting that the writer was not then 
fourteen years old. How clear the change ! how satis- 
factory the assurance ! how sweet the peace ! how strong 
the joy ! how ardent the praise ! how constraining the 
love, which she felt and expressed in the desire to be 
rendered useful to her young friends at school, and to 
her brother at home ! Her language, on this occasion, 
wUl not appear singular, or boasting, or feigned, to 
those who have as clearly and satisfactorily received 
the great blessing of justification : Such will know that 
it is Shibboleth ; and will acknowledge her as a true 
Israelite. This new-born soul exhibited the features, 
and breathed the spirit, of a child of God; and the 
children of God easily recognise each other ; the Holy 
Spirit having implanted in their hearts a fraternal 
sympathy and attraction, they perceive and love God's 
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image, and by an indescribable union fieel that they 
are one in Him. 

What must have been the feelings of her parents, 
on receiving such information ! what pleasure ! what 
joy ! Pious parents, who have travailed for the spiri- 
tual birth of their children, and have heard the new- 
born cry, will find no difficulty in comprehending this 
joy, which chases away anxiety and sorrow, rising to 
the ecstasy of angels when a sinner is converted on 
earth, while they acknowledge the affinity, and exult- 
ingly announce the fact in heaven. 

Miss B. now felt as if she was introduced into a 
new world, or contemplated the old one as wearing a 
new and delightful aspect ; especially as she found that 
she had a property in it, a title to it, and enjoyment of 
it, — ^for she " inherited the earth'" as a child of God. 
While contemplating nature, subservient to the will of 
its great Creator, exhibiting his ample provision for 
man, and especially for the people of God, she could 
say, not with the pride which idolizes self, as if existiBg 
without an equal, but with filial gratitude, and a holy 
zest :— 

<( For us kind nature waies her genial power ; 
Suckles each herb, and spreads out every flower ; 
Annual for us the grape, the rose, renew 
The juice nectareous and the balmy dew ; 
For us, the mine a thousand treasures brings ; 
For us, health gushes from a thousand springs; 
Seas roll to waft us, sims to light us rise, 
Our foot-stool earth, our canopy the skies ! '* 

This delightful feeling is, in general, the experience 
of those whose conversion &om darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan to God, is speedily effected, 
and 4:}learly and strongly testified. The sudden tran- 
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sition, and the first exercise of the spiritual senses and 
faculties of those who are thus " born of the Spirit," 
produce a new and unutterable effect. This will not 
appear either improbable or surprising, when fully con- 
sidered in connexion with their first and sudden expe- 
rience of the absence of guilt and fear ; and of the 
presence of peace and joy, of love to God and man. 
No wonder such exclaim : — 

^^ I look around^ beneath, above, 
And see, and hear, and feel thy love." 

The following letter was written by Miss Bingham 
to her aunt, and bears the same date as the last to her 
mother : — 

"Chapel Hill, Cbomforb, May 3d, 1822." 

** My Dear Aunt, 

" I AM afraid you will think me very neglect- 
ful of my duty in not having written to you sooner. 
My time is fully occupied ; but I think that I shall 
please you, by giving you a description of the place in 
which I reside. 

" Mrs. Unwin's house stands upon the side of a gen- 
tly rising rock. Before it, to the south, at a very little 
distance, rises another rock, covered with different 
kinds of trees. At the foot of this, is a piece of water, 
of a light green colour, into which a beautiful fall of 
water, from a stream above, is frequently seen leaping 
and dancing as it descends the declivity, until it reaches 
and rests in the lake beneath. To the east, rises 
another ridge of black rocks, crowned with larch and 
fir. The village of Cromford is in the valley, almost 
surrounded with rocks. Matlock Bath is to the north ; 
and the rock, on the side of which the bath-house 
stands, is beautifully clothed with trees. On the top 
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of this mountain, are pieces of rock of all shapes and 
sizes, apparently thrown in confusion, but covered with 
moss, ivy, &c. To the west is a most beautiful view 
of the rock in front of the house, which continues until 
it nearly joins a round grassy mound, and is only sepa- 
rated by a narrow road. I have had many delightful 
views from the mound. Other rocks are seen over the 
summit of those I have named, which seem to touch the 
sky, and forbid all farther prospect. Some of the rocks 
appear in the most picturesque forms. From an emi- 
nence, north-east, there is an extensive prospect of 
Mr. Arkwright^s house, park, cotton-mills, and the river 
Derwent. This view extends three miles, and is ter- 
minated by brown barren heaths. 

" But before I entirely cover my paper, I will intro- 
duce a better subject. Since I came to Cromford, I 
have not only sought the Lord, but I have found him 
to the joy of my soul. I am now happy in my 
Saviour, — iti Him who has washed me in his all-atoning 
blood. Through His intercession I feel I am accepted 
with God. I have an inward peace. I have ^ Christ 
in my heart the hope of glory .^ As you are a partaker 
of this, I need not attempt to describe it. To enter 
fully into this subject, and tell you all I feel, would 
take up more room than my paper will allow. You 
and I are joined to his people. I hope we shall con^ 
tinue His here, and meet around his throne in heaven. 
My love to my uncle and yourself, from 

'^ Your affectionate niece, 

" Maby Hblen Bingham.^ 

Miss B. sometimes amused herself in writing .verses, 
generally on serious subjects. Some of these will be 
inserted. The following lines were written by her as 
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A BEPLY TO THE QUESTIONS, 

" ARE YOU PREPARED FOR JUDGMEKT ? " AND, " WHAT ARE 
YOUR THOUGHTS ON A FUTURE STATE?" 

To the question stated here, 
I gladly answer without fear. 
By grace, received through Jesu's name, 
Now ready and prepared I am. 
When Jesus shall appear on high. 
Enthroned in glorious majesty. 
With joy I shall my Master greet. 
And take, ahove, my heavenly seat ; 
Shall in ecstatie raptures fall 
Before my God, my AU in aU ! 
On golden harps shall tune my song. 
For ever with the hlood-wash'd throng ; 
In sweet felicity enjoy 
Wliat I have tasted here below. 
And there my head a crown shall wear ; 
These hands a conquering palm shall bear ; 
And there in endless pleasure move. 
For ever with the God I love. 
May^ 1822. ' M. H. Bingham. 



LINES 

COMPOSED jON TAKING A WALK UP BORE-LEE, NEAR 

CROMFORD. 

Hark ! the cuckoo's note — a stranger. 

Sounding in the distant vale : 
She, from other lands a ranger, 

Our returning spring to hail. 

Answer*d by the blackbird's lay. 

Sweetly warbling trees among. 
Now she salutes the rising day. 

Ends the evening with a song. 

See ! majestic rocks, aspiring 

To the high and vaulted sky ; 
Oak and elm on some are growing ; 

Others culture quite defy. 

c6 
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That zock appears with tunets U^^* 

This on a lowlier bed ; 
And while they captivate the eye, 

The mind to wonder lead. 

There the strawberry of pale hue, 

Clad in its native green ; 
And there the bell of tincture blue, 

With various iBowers are seen. 

Shrubs, flowers, moss, and asts unite, 

And giv-e, while they engage, 
The philosophic mind delight, 

In this enlightened i|ge. 

June \8t, 1822. M. H. Binghau. 

The subject of this Memoir began> in the month of 
June, to keep a journal of her religious experience, 
and continued to do so until incapacitated by affliction. 
Much might be said in favour of this practice, especial- 
ly for young persons ; as it will require frequent self- 
examination, which will lead to an intimate acquaint- 
ance with their opinions, principles, temper, converse, 
and conduct ; will assist them in early detecting indif- 
ference, neglect, trifling, unwatchfulness, and trans- 
gression ; will call for abhorrence, contrition, and con- 
fession ; will prompt to supplication, faith, and diligent 
uniform obedience ; will render their evidence of accept- 
ance clear and abiding, and their joy abounding ; thus 
increasing their love, nourishing their gratitude, and 
perpetuating their praise, they, as spiritual racers, will 
be enabled to say, " I therefore so run, not as uncer- 
tainly;'' and as Christian warriors, "So fight I, not 
as one that beateth the air."" Her first entry in her 
journal is on the 9th of June, 1822, six weeks after 
her conversion ; and her last is on the 13th of Febru- 
ary, 1825, sixteen weeks before her decease. From 
this journal copious extracts will frequently be given. 
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June ^th. — The Lord has been showing me how 
much of the carnal mind remains in me; that in my 
flesh dwelleth no good thing ; and that I must be en- 
tirely sanctified^ in order to serve him with a perfect 
heart. Through his infinite mercy I am saved from 
the guilt of sin. The Lord has humbled me in the 
dust while thus showing me my state. I was almost 
ready to despair ; but, blessed be his holy name, I was 
enabled to look to the Strong for strength, and found 
it proportioned to my day. I called upon him, and was 
greatly blessed. O, the depths of his love ! How pre- 
cious was my Saviour ! I felt that I was as nothing, 
but Christ was All in all. I long to be .entirely re- 
newed ; to have nothing but love in my heart ; and 
always to have God's approving smile. I feel as much 
in earnest for this blessing, as I did for justification : 
and am as fully determined never to rest until I find it. 
Truly I do " hunger and thirst after righteousness,'" 
and feel that I grow in grace. May the Lord enable 
me to grow daily, and to run with patience the race set 
before me. May I never backslide from the Lord. 
God forbid, that, having begun in the Spirit, I should 
end in the flesh. May I increase in all the graces of 
the Holy Spirit until " the head-stone is brought on 
with shouting." Amen. 

Nothing less will I require. 
Nothing more can I desire : 
None but Christ to me be given ; 
None but Christ in earth or heaven. 



Such were her holy breathings, and pious resolutions. 
To the great blessing of entire sanctification, her atten- 
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tion was directed by Christian friends ; and especially 
by the savoury and stimulating ministry of the Eer. 
W. £. Miller, then stationed at Cromford. She was 
soon convinced by the Holy Spirit, by Scripture pre- 
cepts, and her own experience, that this blessing was 
absolutely necessary for entire conformity to the will of 
God ; and that it must precede, and prepare for, a 
maturity in the graces of the Spirit, to qualify the 
believer for the beatific vision. Clearly perceiving, in 
Scripture promises, that this was her privil^e ; credit- 
ing the testimony, and admiring the consistency, of 
those who professed the enjoyment of *it, she panted 
with desire for possession, and zealously pressed 
forward in pursuit, and was soon encouraged by con- 
scious progress, finding this salvation nearer than when 
she first believed. In the extract from her journal she 
says, '^I feel as much in earnest for this blessing 
(entire sanctification) as I did for justification : and am 
as fully determined never to rest until I find it.*^ 
Thus ought it to be with all Christian believers. 
Instead of ungirding the loins of their minds, immedi- 
ately, on the attainment of any spiritual blessing, they 
shoidd keep in mind that they have not yet appre- 
hended the whole of that for which they were appre- 
hended of Christ Jesus ; — that the blessings of grace> 
not yet realized, were purchased with blood divine thart 
speaks its value infinite ; that only the attainment of 
the whole of that for which they are apprehended, can 
fully prepare for a place in the circle nearest to the 
adorable Redeemer in his kingdom of glory ; that the 
present life affords the only opportunity for preparation; 
and that the hrevity and uncertainty of this life are 
daily demonstrated. A deep and an abiding sense of 
these important truths would render all of us willing 
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and careful to keep our girdle on. If, during or imme- 
diately after painful exertion, or in the joy arising from 
successful effort, any conviction of, or desire to attain, 
greater heights of holiness, or holy resolution to perse- 
vere to the end of the course, has slipped from our 
girdle, and by leaving its place has loosened the wh(de ; 
and if, by descending to the earth, it ' encumbers our 
feet, and retards our progress ; let us instantly gird it 
up, and secure the whole, concentrating our views and 
desires, and directing our efforts, to the attainment of 
every blessing of grace and glory which was purchased 
for us on the cross, and is promised to us in the word 
of God. 

The communication of any spiritual blessing, how 
great soever, to a Christian believer, cannot be intended 
by God to be the boundary of his view in the expan- 
sive field of Christian privilege, (almost an infinite 
space, without any vacuity,) nor as the highest blessing 
to which he should aspire and attain in this probationary 
state. The aptness of disposition to be soon and easily 
satisfied, and the inertness of soul which frequently 
follows the least effort on the part of supine Christians, 
declare that reUgious feeling and exertion in such per- 
sons are merely temporary and occasional, as if resulting 
from necessity or whim, and are not a habit of mind, 
and a life of faith in the Son of God. Their conduct 
seems to imply that the bow, from which but one arrow 
has proceeded, must immediately be unstrung, and con- 
tinue so until some extraordinary circumstance rouses 
them to fresh effort. A slothful spirit is highly repre- 
hensible. It has been said, that a person of consider- 
able talent, which he rarely exerted, was interrogated 
by a friend, who, witnessing his sloth with regret, said 
tmto him, ** Why do you not rouse yourself, and e^ert 
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the mental powers which you possess f^^ To this he 
coolly replied, ** O ! it is so heavenly to do nothing.'" 
Who would not censure such an individual ? But is 
not the Laodicean ease of some professors too similar ? 
Doubtless, the holy angek, who are concerned for the 
welfare of the human members of the heavenly family 
on earth, and particularly when in the exercise of their 
ministry to the special objects of it^ behold with astonish- 
ment those who, having received pardon, are solacing 
themselves with the change of their state and relation- 
ship to God, in bemg justified and adopted, instead of 
showing themselves soUcitous to obtain that entire 
change of nature, and that maturity in grace, so abso- 
lutely necessary to their coming to ^' a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ^ 
To this full stature of Christian privilege and Scriptuiv 
precept, those professors have not attained whose graces 
are diminutive from the continued existence and opera* 
tion of the carnal mind. To say the least, they are 
lower than the Scripture standard of stature, in propor- 
tion to the height or degree in which the carnal mind 
remains within them. Therefore the destruction of the 
carnal mind should be early and earnestly sought by 
believers ; not only because it occupies that space in 
le heart which grace should exclusively possess for its 
own expansion and growth ; but also because it is ever 
exerting the energy it possesses, to circumscribe the 
sphere of divine influence in the soul, to counteract the 
operation of that influence, and to prevent or lessen 
its intended beneficial results. The entire destruction 
of the carnal mind was one of those special objects to 
which the death of the Saviour had a direct prospective 
reference. The Apostle declares that ^^ Christ loved 
the church, and gave himself for it ; that he might 
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sanctify and deftnto it with the washing of watet, that 
he might present it to himself a glorious church, not 
having spot, or wrii»kle, or any such thiikg ; but that it 
should be h<dy and without blemish.^^ Under this 
conviction the Apostle oiSsred in behalf of the Tbessa* 
lonii»i8 the following prayer: ^' The very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly ; and I pray God your whole spirit 
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the 
coining of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that 
calleth you, who also will do it.^^ To be satined with 
a sense of pardon, without earnestly seeking the bless- 
ing of entire sanctification, appears as if the object of 
the individual was salvation from the displeasure of 
God, rather than a participation of the divine nature, 
§nd an entire assimilation to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It rather becomes such as are thus disposed, yea, it is 
incumbent upon them, to evidence that high sense of 
obligation to God, and that entire devotedness to him, 
which are well expressed in the following lines : — 

** Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small ; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all ! 

" Henceforth shall no profane delight 
Divide this consecrated soul ; 
Possess it thou, who hast the right. 
As Lord and Master of the whole." 



June 12tt. — My birth day. [Aged fourteen years.] 
May I, from this time, fully dedicate myself unto the 
Lord, and serve him with all my ransomed powers, 
doing all to his honour and glory. 

June 16^A.— How gracious is the Lord ! how mani- 
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fold his mercies ! Q the depth of his love ! I cannot 
yet say that I have the witness of entire sanctification. 
At times I feel nothing bat love, with such a humUe 
dependence on my Saviour that I seem less than 
nothing. I have no object, nor aim, but the heavenly 
Lamb. O those precious words, — *^ The all-atoning 
blood of Christ !^ He is my All in all ; the joy and 
desire of my heart. What amazing love in Grod to 
man ! How poor the returns we make to him ! I 
now give up my body, soul, and spirit to him. 

Small as it Is, *t is all my store ; 

More shoiild*8t thou have, if I had more. 

How incomprehensible the love of Christ ! 

' * T is more than angel tongues can teU, 
Or angel minds conceive. 

How much shall we have for which to praise Him 
through all eternity ! What angel can sing a higher 
song, than the song of believers ? — " Unto Him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God 
and his Father; to Him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen.'' 



. Under this date, is another highly important, 
though short, entry in her journal, written at a later 
hour. It is probable that the preceding extract was 
written in the day or early in the evening ; and the 
following at night when retiringHo rest : — 

^^ June Wth. — This night I have received an assur- 
ance of entire sanctification. I felt those blessed words 
applied to my mind, — ^ I will : be thou dean.' ^ 

It may be proper to remark that the first entry in her 
journal that day shows a preparation of mind for, and 
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a near approach to, the attainment of this great salva- 
tion. In the interval between the two entries she re- 
alized by faith that "pearl of great price.'* The 
promise was then fulfilled, — "Then will I sprinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean : From all 
your filthiness, and &om all your idols, will I cleanse 
you. A new heart also wiQ I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you : And I wUl take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a 
heart of flesh.'' The accomplishment of this promise 
enabled her to " love the Lord her God, with all her 
heart, and mind, and soul, and strength," having no 
rival object in view. Serving God with purity of in- 
tention, of afiection and conduct, she felt and gave 
evidence of purity of heart, or entire sanctification ; 
happily proving that 

None too largely from Heaven's love can hope, 
If, what they hope, they labour to secure. 

It is to be regretted, that any truly religious per- 
sons do not consider it as their privilege to be entirely 
sanctified until the hour of death ; as such an opinion 
is calculated to prevent that desire, and hope, and 
eflbrt, that faith and enjoyment, to which they are 
called in " the glorious Gospel of the blessed God." 
It may be objected, that some who believe in the pri- 
vilege are neither enjoying it, nor pressing into it. 
Admitting this, and that such will be beaten with- 
stripes proportioned to their guilt in neglecting to live 
up to the meridian revelation of privilege and precept ; 
yet, is it not probable, that even these persons find the 
advantage of an acquaintance^with these privileges and 
precepts in all their extent, inasmuch as they dare not 
attempt to persuade themselves that less is oflered to 
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tbem or required of tbera ? What is there to {urevent 
the attainment of this salvation ? What, if any, is the 
insuperable barrier ? Is it not the taill of God can- 
ceming us ? Certainly ; it was in the mind, and was 
the avowed design, of the Saviour ; and it is inserted in 
tbe Christian's Magna Charta, signed with the 
blood of the Redeemer, and sealed by the Eternal 
Spirit : For the Apostle declares, that ^^ Christ gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem us from all ini- 
quity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people; that 
he might present it unto himself a glorious church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing."' Is there 
not a stifficiency of power in God ? He is almighty, 
has all power in heaven and in earth, and all things are 
possible with him. Is there not a siifficiency of love 
in God ? " God is love.'' He gave his only begotten 
Son, and with him offers us all things. Is it prevented 
by the guilt of sins that are past and forgiven ? " There 
is no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.'* 
Does the unworthineas of a believer render it impossi- 
ble ? Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, was without 
spot, of infinite desert, offered and accepted for those 
who should remember, that by grace we are (and may 
be fully) saved. Are our infirmities the barrier? 
The Almighty Spirit helpeth our infirmities, mightily 
strengthening us, that we may prove that ^^ our suffi- 
ciency is of God." Is it because of unbelief? 

Assuredly : The Saviour could not do many mighty 
works in Nazareth because of their unbelief. But he 
can remove unbelief, and communicate mighty faith 
for this mighty work, enabling its possessor, with con- 
fidence unwaveringly strong, to take God at his word, 
and realize the blessing, exclaiming, ^^ All things are 
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pooRble to bim that believetfa.''^ What a mercy that 
the blessing of entire ssnctification is equally the pri- 
▼ile^ of bdievers as justification, and as properly an 
object of faith, in the -vigorous exercise of which it may 
be as easily realized here ! The believer, therefore, 
who asks the question, 



" But is it possible that I 

Should live and sin no more ? " 



may add. 



^' Lord, if on thee I dare rely. 

The faith shall bring the power. 



It excites no surprise when those who deny the doc- 
trine of divine induence on, and the direct witness of 
the Holy Spirit to, the minds of the people of God, 
reject the experience and testimony of those who attain 
this salvation, as the overflowing of ardent and enthu- 
siastic minds. But let not those who profess them- 
selves to be the subjects of the Holy Spirit's saving 
influences, enjoying pardon and adoption, concede to 
unbelievers their own birthright ; (the witness of the 
Spirit to the grace which he gives ;) for whatever they 
concede against the doctrine of the direct witness of 
the Spirit will equally apply to the testimony of those 
who only, profess to be justified, as to the testimony of 
those who are fully sanctified. Those. who have at- 
tained the latter blessing can easily vindicate their tes- 
dmony, if objected to by brethren who avow them- 
selves consciously adopted into the family of God, 
declaring in the language of the Apostle, " We, hav- 
ing the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, 
/ belieoed and therefore have I spoken ; we also be- 
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lieve, and therefore speak /^ The same Almighly 
Spuit, the Author of faith, who worketh in and wit- 
nesseth to you that ye are justified^ worketh in and 
witnesseth to us that we vtefuUy sanctified ; for 

We by this Spirit prove 
And know the things of God ; 
The things which freely, of his love, 
He hath on us bestow'd. 

Our nature *s tum'd, our mind 
Transformed in all its powers ; 
And both the witnesses are joined,— 
The Spirit of Ood with ours. 

His glory our design. 
We live our Gk>d to please ; 
And rise, with filial fear divine, 
To perfect holiness. 

The early attainment of the above blessing by Miss 
B. ought not to be regarded as questionable by those 
who have not yet received their Penny, though they 
have ^^ borne the burden and heat of the day.**' Nei- 
ther ought such persons to conclude, that the admission 
of her testimony as true would throw a shade on the 
justice of the Divine Being ; but rather, recollect that 
while Jehovah, as a Sovereign, can do what he will 
with his own, he is also the righteous ^^ Judge -of the 
earth,^ whose ways are eqtml, and who. cannot possibly 
desire, or will, or act, contrary to his eternal and im- 
mutable truth and justice. Perhaps some of those 
who, by various acts of self-denial and religious obser- 
vances, have long ^^ borne the burden and heat of the 
day,^ have not dared to expect a penny until the twelfth 
hour, recollecting their former disobedience to God, and 
numerous transgressions of his law, but forgetting that 
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he has said, ** As the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts.^ Losing sight of the 
infinity of His mercy to pardon, and of his power to 
testify it to the conscience, and confining their views 
to the highest standard of human mercy or benevolence, 
they doubt respecting the privilege of a present con- 
sciousness of pardon, and dare not believe with their 
hearts unto righteousness, and consequently continue 
without their penny, without an assurance of justifica- 
tion. But shall they whose fears dishonour God, envy 
those whose faith has honoured him, and whom he 
has therefore delighted to honour? Or shall they 
murmur against Him who so long waited to be gracious 
to them ? Shall such persons arraign His justice who 
has long been exhorting them to prove his willingness 
to ^' open the windows of heaven, and pour them out a 
blessing, that there should not be room enough to re- 
ceive it?'' Compared with the ** twelve hours" of 
some professors. Miss B. had but one hour allotted 
for labour in the spiritual vineyard of her Lord. She 
believed that her time would be short, and resolved 
that what her *^ hand had found to do, should be done 
with her might,'' and happily experienced that her la- 
bour was not in vain in the Lord, as he graciously re- 
warded her ^^ work of faith and labour of love, and 
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ," enabling 
her to 

Walk high in salvation and the climes of bliss. 

As the midsummer recess was approaching, when 
Miss B. intended to visit her parents, a young friend, 
residing in the neighbourhood, requested her to write to 
her, that she might have a few lines to keep in remem- 
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brance of her during their absence. In coinidianQ& 
with the request, Miss B. wrote the following letter:*— 

TO MISS A W . 

'< Chape I. Hill^ CaoMFoaD, Jun$ 20^, 1822. 
" My Dear Young Feiend, 

*^ You desire that I^ should write to you. I 
know not what to say, as I see and talk with you daily. 
You express a desire to have a few lines to ke^ in re- 
membrance of me when I am gone. I think no sub- 
ject will be so profitable as religion. As children of 
God, religion ought to be the subject of our daily con- 
versation : But we too often suffer the trifles of this 
world to occupy our time and thoughts, instead of em- 
ploying them to the honour and glory of Grod. 

^^ O my dear sister, what heights and depths there are 
of love to which we have not yet attained ! I hope 
you Will never rest until you have perfect love. You 
have now, as an adopted child of God, a title to hea- 
ven ; but never rest until you have a 'perfect meetness 
for it. You daily hear that blessed servant of God, 
the Rev. Mr. M., enforce entire sanctification. I know 
not how to be sufliciently thankful to God, that I ever 
heard that blessed privilege preached, and I believe 
that I now enjoy it. Let us continue to look to Jesus, 
who is the Author, and will be the Finisher, of our faith. 
Let us press forward, and pray for grace that we may 
be faithful to death, and receive an eternal crown. 

" We are both young, and know not what we have to 
pass through ; but as we have chosen the Lord for our 
guide, he will keep us in the slippery paths of youth, 
and pilot us safe over the sea of this life, and bring us 
to the desired haven of eternal rest. 

" I feel sorry at the idea of leaving my first Christian 
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Mends, and at leaving my class : But I am going to 
parents who will receive me wifch joy, that I, a poor 
prodigal, have returned to my heavenly Father. 

^* My dear Miss W., let us strive, as we grow in years, 
to grow in grace, and to bring forth all the fruits of the 
Holy Spirit. Let us not forget to pray for humility. 
That we and our friends may be such as the Lord will 
say to, ' Well done, good and faithful servants ; enter 
ye into the joy of your Lord,' is the prayer of 

^' Your sincere friend and sister in Christ, 

" Maey Helen Bingham."" 

In a day or two after the above date. Miss B. re- 
turned to her parents, at Hague Lane, and the inter- 
view produced emotions of pleasure more easy to be 
conceived than described. The petition, offered in 
her behalf when going to school by a pious neighbour, 
** that her mother might receive her back a new crea- 
ture," was graciously answered, equal to the desire, 
and probably beyond the expectations, of the peti- 
tioner. It is well to recollect that the conversion of 
the most hardened sinners is not impossible, therefore 
not hopeless, and prayer should be offered in their be- 
half. But for such as evidence a preparedness of 
mind for receiving the salvation of God, we should not 
only pray, but endeavour to believe, that God will save 
them ; remembering that when Jesus saw the faith of 
those who brought to him a man sick of the palsy, he 
said to the man, " Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be 
forgiven."" How often has it been seen, that the fer- 
vent inwrought prayer of the righteous, in behalf of 
others, availeth much with God ! 

Young persons who have^ experienced the convert- 
ing grace of G^d while from home, frequently find, on 
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their retunif considerable difficulty in ^^ holding fast 
whereunto they have attained.^ Probably some in the 
family will expect too much from them, even angelic 
perfection ; and, on finding the infirmities of human 
nature, immediately allow the character to sink in their 
esteem. Some, on perceiving the change, will admire 
and applaud, taking the most direct way to deteriorate 
real excellence : and, if they only partially succeed, 
will then loudly censure what themselves have pro- 
duced. Some, on perceiving excellencies which they 
do not possess, and which they are unwilling to seek, 
perversely depreciate that which they ought to attain. 
Others will not credit the reality of the change, but 
wait, anticipating evidences of depravity, which will 
unmask hypocrisy, and afford them an opportunity of 
blazoning their own superior honesty, in making no 
pretension to religion. There are others who *' care 
for none of these things,^ if the person will but resume 
his former pursuits, and indulge in playful familiarity, 
innocent amusements, or in what are only small foibles. 
But how often are these chagrined, and become mali- 
ciously revengeful, when the pious youth refuses com- 
pliance, preferring an attention to relative duties, men- 
tal improvement, and devotional exercises ! 

The piety and prudence of Miss B:*s parents would 
exempt her from most of these trials. That trials 
would arise, and exercise her graces, in so large a 
family, cannot be doubted. It is pleasing, however, 
to find that she held fast her integrity, and received 
not the grace of God in vain ; giving proof that " God 
will either keep his servants frfym temptation, by his 
preventing mercy ; or when in temptation, by his sup- 
porting mercy ; ot find a way far their escape^ by his 
delivering mercy."" 
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The following is the first entry in her journal after 
her return from school. 



Hague Lane, June SOth, 1822. — The Lord in 
his infinite mercy has restored me to my parents, — a 
new creature in Christ Jesus. I again behold the 
place of my birth ; but what alterations have taken 
place in me during my absence ! I left this place with 
a carnal mind, far from God ; but I return to it a child 
of God, fully justified and sanctified, through the all- 
atoning blood of Christ. 

Domestic cares occupy my thoughts ; and I am 
afraid of losing grace. I find the only remedy is, to 
live near to God in private prayer. Through his 
grace, I am clear in the enjoyment of entire sanctifica- 
tion ; but I want to enjoy closer communion with him. 
I would sink deeper and rise higher into the life of 
God. May the Lord ever keep me from looking back, 
or from resting in present attainments, or from thinking 
highly of myself. May I press forward with redoubled 
zeal, and give him all the glory. I feel Christ so pre- 
cious to me, that to die would be eternal gain. I feel 
him my All in all more than I can express. May I so 
run my race that at last I may receive a crown of eter- 
nal glory. 

This blessed word be mine, 
Just as the port is gain*d, 
" Kept by the power of grace divine, 
I have the fait'i maintainM." 

The Apostles of my Lord, 
To whom it first was given. 
They could not speak a greater word, 
Nor all the saints in heaven. 



tso 
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The above record affords no evidence of higb-mind- 
edness, self-sufficiency, or making void the law through 
faith, which, had they existed would have discredited 
her testimony, and destroyed its validity. The record 
evidences gratitude to God, for the great salvation 
which she had realized ' through the blood of Christ ; 
a holy jealousy of herself, lest domestic concerns should 
injure her soul ; a longing desire for more intimate Qom- 
m union with God, and for an increasing conformity to 
him ; and, also, a willingness to die. Wherever the 
Spirit of grace exclusively reigns in the heart, he not 
only gives assurance of his indwelling to the individual, 
but also secures his own honour, by producing the 
fruits of righteousness in the life of his subject, demon- 
strating, by the holiness of the fruit, the goodness which 
he has communicated to the tree. Filled with his 
influence, they honour his name, and rejoice in the tes- 
timony of their own conscience, that they are " blame- 
less and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse nation.^ 

The following verses were written on the same day : 
and, having the initials " M. H. B.,^' it is presumed 
they were composed by Miss Bingham : — 

What angels /<?«/ no tongue can teU, 

When on their heavenly way, 
Leading a soul escaped from hdl. 

To everlasting day. 

To the new child of wondrous grace, 
Now saved through Jesn^s blood. 
They tell the glories of the place, 
■ Its grandeur, and its God ! 

June 30thy 1822. M. H. B. 

It is pleasing to find, that Miss B.^s intense desire 
for personal holiness did not degenerate into that anti- 



MISS M. B. BINGHAM. 51 

« 

christian temper and conduct which some exhibit, who 
make self the centre and circumference of all their con- 
cern, and desire, and effort, and enjoyment ; leaving 
them destitute of soothing sympathies with afflicted 
members of the body whose Head is Christ. True re- 
ligion simplifies and directs the complex springs and 
movements of the human mind, and, where it has en- 
tirely sanctified, has thereby removed all that is con- 
trary to supreme love to God, and pure love to man ; 
throwing into this one great principle of love, all the 
energy which was previously weakened in proportion 
as it>.was divided and injuc^ciously directed, with the 
advantage of an inexhaustible source, an eternal sup- 
ply* from the omnipotent God. On bearing, in a few 
days. after her arrival at home, that her young friend 
at Cromford bad experienced a painful bereavement 
by the death of her excellent mother. Miss B. lost no 
time in writing the following letter of condolence :-— 

« Hague Laxe, July 5^ 1822. 

" My D£a& Young Feiknd,' 

'' Hearing of your severe affliction, I write to 
sympathize with you. I had entertained some fears, 
that your dear mother would not recover. Alas ! my 
fears were too well grounded. As soon as I heard of 
your loss, I felt deeply for you. You have lost a ten- 
der loving parent, who cherished your youth, and 
instructed you in the. ways of the Lord. You have 
now to lament, with the deepest heart-felt sorrow, a loss 
which time, though it may soften the distress, can 
never restore. But your dear parent has now done 
with terrestrial things ; and is singing Hosannas to her 
Redeemer. 

^^ My dear fnend» the only source of consolation you 

D 2 
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can have is Religion. It will bear you above all 
your trouble, though at present nothing may seem to 
render you any comfort, or pour the healing balm into 
your deeply-wounded heart. Cast your care upon the 
Lord, for he careth for you. Put your trust in Hm, 
and he will support you, in all things through which 
you may be called to pass. In early life you have had 
a severe trial, and I hope the Lord enables you to bear 
it ; and if you continue to love and serve him, he will 
preserve you in all the chequered scenes of life, and be 
your everlasting portion. I have no doubt of your 
enjoying the consolations of religion, on this mournful 
occasion ; and that, in tlie midst of your grief for this 
temporary separation, you can rejoice that your dear 
parent is enjoying eternal felicity, that you are hasten- 
ing after, and, though your time on earth may be pro- 
tracted a few years, that in heaven you shall meet to 
part no more. How joyful will be the meeting ! A 
mother welcoming her daughter to the realms of happi- 
ness, where the wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest ! Let me exhort you still to follow 
the Lord in the narrowest of the narrow paths. Give 
him your whole heart. Live near to him in prayer, 
and press forward with all diligence to make your call- 
ing and election sure. Seek, and rest not until you 
are fully sanctified. 

" May we both serve the Lord with a perfect heart 
and a willing mind, and at last receive an eternal crown. 
My love to my class-mates. My respects to Mr. and 
Miss W., Mrs. and Misses M. ; and believe I remain, 

" Your sincere friend in Christ, 

" Mary Helen Bingham."** 

The pious person whose lamented death occasioned 



MISS M. H. BIKGHAM. 53 

this letter of sympathy, was ^^ a mother in Israel,^ as 
well as of a large and lovely family of children, from 
whom she was removed by the stroke of death. Her 
simplicity, cheerfulness, suavity, hospitality, assiduous 
attention to the poor, and devotedness to God, will 
long be remembered; and the name of Mrs. Ann 
'Wheatcroft, wife of Mr. N. Wheatcroft, of Cromford, 
will be ^^ as ointment poured forth,^ confirming the 
declaration that ^^ the memory of the just is blessed.*" 
Having around her an extensive sphere of operation, 
possessing ample means of efficient influence, and 
exerting it as freely as she had received, she heard her 
Divine Master say, " It is enough,"^ bowed in submis- 
sion to his will, and, in a few minutes, entered into the 
joy of the Lord. The bereaved relatives " sorrowed 
not as those without hope,^ for 

The wintry 'blast of death 
Kills not the buds of virtue ; no, they spread 
Beneath the heavenly beams of brighter suns^ 
Through endless ages, into higher powers. 



July 21^^, 1822. — Heard an excellent discourse this 
day on Hosea vi. 3, 4 ; in which it was shown how we are 
to " follow on to know the Lord." May he enable me 
to live continually by faith in him. I also went to see 
an aged Christian,^ an Israelite indeed, blessing and 

* The p^son here referred to was the late Mrs. Wright, of Ches- 
terfield. At the commencement of her religious profession, she was 
in the habit of walking five miles to hear preaching. A visitor, 
delighted with the happy state of Mrs. W., in her last affliction, said 
to her, '^ Mrs. W., how long have you been in this happy stato of 
mind I " Mrs. W. replied, 

^^ £*er since, by &ith, I saw the stream 
Thy flowing wounds supply. 
Redeeming love has been my theme. 
And shall be tiU I die." 
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pUKiising her God, rt^joicitog with a bfaKnning- bopie of 
immortality, and longing^^to depart and be with Christ, 
yet patiendy waiting* tt) be dismissed from her earthly 
tabernacle. O may my lafit end be like hers ! 

July 32(2. — Had a' gt^at cloud upon my mindy and 
much reasoning; but, Mes^ be God! he answered 
my prayer. While Mr. H. was preaching it was 
removed, and I could rejoice itt G^od' W before, having 
a clear evidence of my saiictifieatioil. I w^nt te see a 
young woman who is just on the borders' of another 
world, but happy in her Saviour. I was s» affoeted 
with the joy of a believer, ready to depart, thtt I 

She had enjoyed the pardoning love of God about forty years, which 
the received in the following manner : — When seeking the liord, Her 
mother, who then* resided with her, and to whom she was gfeatly 
attached, was removed by her brother, to his own residence, to dweU 
with him, contrary to the will of Mrs. W. While pacing the room 
in great distress of mind from her spiritual state, and painful bereave- 
ment, she saw the Bible, and took it up, and opened <m these words, 
'^ When my father and my mother forsake me,'then the Lord will take 
me up.'* She received it as from the Lord, and said, '' Lord, wilt 
thou take to such a poor good-for-nothing creature as I am ? Why, 
then if thou wilt take to me, I will take to IAm/** ThaJt fnomentj 
the blessing of justificati<m was received, and ever afterward retained. 
About the last time that she was able to meet in class, she expressed 
a strong desire to be with Jesus. Her Leader replied to her, <^ Yes, 
but you must exercise patience. Tou know that Job said, ^ Afl the 
days of my appointed Gmt will I wait, tUl my change come.* ** Mis. 

W. rejoined, ^^ Patient! Yes, I know I must, for I want to be 

made welcome to heaven ! " A friend observed to her, after sfie was 
confined to her bed, that her sufibrings were grest She replied, '' The 
wwst thing the Loid ever does to his children, is onlg to whip them 
to heaven ?" The friend farther observed, ^^How it would please 
you, Mrs. W., to see our chapel, which has been so greatly e^ai^ied 
during your confinement I '* She replied, '^ I watit f6 have a peep 
into the New Jerusalem." " Yes," said the visitor, ** and there you 
will see Mr. Wesley, attd Mr. Whitefield, sBid Mr. Fletcher!'* 
Mrs. W. rejoined, " I want to see Jesus I *' After a few months* 
further suffering, she was favoured with the vision of the Lord. 
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longecl ta he^goae and bewithJesim,: Ijl^Tjertheloss^ 
Lord, i^iot T^y will, but thiiie be don^. 

cAi^||,24^.-^Fou^ meeting in cla^a a great mean 
of renewing my spiritual strength. ThoHgh entirely 
siwc^ified from the canial mind» I may continue to 
grow in grace,, being, yet far short of '^ the measure of 
th^ sl^tuce~of the ^In^sci.of Christ:^ I^am yet but aa 
4 i babe. As & remedy against^ the temptation, that I 
sh^all los^ ix\y religioQ at. a future period, I want a con- 
ficjpnt hope, through g^ace, that I shall hold out, and 
^. 1^ receiye> my c^own of glory. 



Thb desire here expressed by Miss B., for a confi- 
dent hop%, througl^ gp^i^^ 4^t she should hold out, 
and s^ last ie(^ve s^ orown, was the same matured grace 
of, JMjie^ ^h\9h: ^^^ Apostle desired in behalf of the 
Hebrews, to which he exhorted them as highly bene- 
Gaial while* eiid^i^g a^ gre^it fight of affliction, and 
which he terms, ^^ the full assurailce of hope unto the 
end.'' Mr. Wesley s^ys, "The full assurance of 
faith i^tes. to present pardon ; the full assurance 
cf hope^ ta future glory. The former ia th^ highest 
degree pf divine evidence th^ Godi i^ reconciled to n^ 
in the Son of lys Ipye : The latter isi tb,e Si^me de£p:ee 
of diving emdence (wrought in the aoul by the saiQje 
immediate inspiration of die Holy Ghost) of persever- 
¥W fir^ice a,nd 9^ eterimA gl^ory. Sp much^ and op more, 
afi^ faith every mpmei^ h^hcidswith openfac^^ ap^much 
dqef^hdpe see, to all ^teiinity . J^^u^ this assiiranc^ of faith 
and hope is not 9^ QpiQion, npt a bare constructipn pf 
Scriiirture,.but is gi,Yen iu^m^diatjdy by the ppwer of the 
'HsA^ Ghost.'" Ptpi^tless this ^ the privilege of the 
Christian believ^i;, i^nd pn^ to wVicb m^ny have attained. 
In one month> ^ter the conviction expressed above, as 
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will appear on the 23d of August, we find her in posses- 
sion of this blessing, saying, ^^ I gladly take up my 
cross, and fight in sure and certain hope of one day 
receiving my crown.** 

Some persons, who scripturally believe that every 
Christian may grow in grace so long as he continues in 
time, have, nevertheless, unnecessarily objected to the 
blessing of entire sanctification being the present privi- 
lege of believers, under the idea that it is the height of 
Christian privilege and attainment in this world, and 
therefore, though desirable, that it can only be received 
by the Christian when in dying circumstances. The 
reply, which has been so frequently given, by the 
advocates for the present privilege and enjoyment, 
^^ that it does not imply a possibiUty of farther growth, 
but will admit of it and promote it,^ is fully corrobo- 
rated by the testimony of Miss B., who says, ^^ Though 
entirely sanctified from the carnal mind, I may con- 
tinue to grow in grace, being yet far short of the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ : I am 
yet but as a babe.^ Entire sanctification no more 
implies that evqry grace of the Holy Spirit is matured, 
the moment this salvation is realized, than the declara- 
tion, that a certain garden in which vegetables have 
been planted, is cleansed from every weed, would imply 
that every plant in that garden has immediately attained 
to its full growth. As the former is no more implied 
than the latter, it would be equally absurd to believe 
it. The opinion, that believers cannot live without 
sin in this world, which is frequently found in con- 
nexion with the former error, seems tantamount to 
saying, that believers cannot live prepared for heaven, 
and, therefore, that in some cases of sudden death 
survivors would have to sorrow as those without hope. 
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No lower state of grace, than entire sanctification, can 
be equally favourable for ^^ attaining to a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.^ 
It is not necessary to ask whether plants grow more 
rapidly before or after weeding. 



JtUy 26^A. — I have felt much of the presence of 
God, and my soul more alive to her best interests. I 
have been much blessed in private. I find that my 
soul prospers most when retired from the world. On 
taking a survey of what God has done for me, I find 
great cause for gratitude. He now enables me to 
testify that the blood of Jesus cleanses from all sin, 
firom the remains of it. 

Blest be the day that I began 
A pilgrim for to be. 



At the above date the parents of Miss B. directed 
their attention to the distribution of religious tracts ; 
and, pleased with the prospect of doing good amongst 
the scattered population in that neighbourhood, they 
assigned, to several of their children, different districts 
for the distribution of tracts. Miss B. engaged in this 
work with " a strong desire that God would be with 
her, enabling her to do the work allotted her in his 
vineyard, that good might be done to others^ and the 
work of grace increased in her own soul.'' 

It is pleasing to witness the interest now evidenced by 
many pious young females, in instructing the rising 
generation, promoting the objects of Bible Societies, and 
Christian Missions to the Heathen, distributing reli- 
gious tracts, reading to the ignorant poor, visiting them 
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m their affliction, and minifttering to their neces&fftfes. 
This, indeed, is ^ 

Gharitj twice blessed : 
It blesses him who gives, and him who takes. 

Doubtless, a kind Providence will testify its approval : 
Yea, ^^ Blessed is he that considereth the poor : The 
Lord will deliver him in time of trouble. The Lord 
will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing: 
Thou wilt make ^11 his bed in his sickness.^ Proceed, 
ye mei^sengers of truth, and peace, and mercy, with the 
work of grace increasing in your own souls. May your 
number and success increase, till ignorance and super- 
stition, error and folly, vice and wretchedness, are 
banished from the earth, and angels look down from 
their blest abodes, and behold, with ineffable joy, and 
pealing Hallelujahs, a regenerated and happy world. 



July dOth, — Met in class for the first time at home, 
and spoke of enjoying the blessing of sanctification ; 
by this means I was strengthened in it. I want more 
of the love of Christ; more of the communicable 
fulness of God. 

August 4ith^ — I have been looking back to the time 
when I renounced Satan and his service, and enlisted 
under the banner of Christ, and commenced my Chris- 
tian warfare. Blessed be the Lord ! though I might 
grow more rapidly, I have inward peace and love and 
joy, which passeth all understanding, except such as 
possess it. I shall never have occasion to repent hav- 
ing sought entire sanctification so soon. The higher 
the state of grace in which we live, the more we 
glorify God ; which ought ever to be our end and aim. 

August 6th. — Found the Class-meeting this even- 
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ing to bie «ks the gate of heaven. I feel an earnest 
desire to be filled with those blissful streams which are 
ever flowing from the fountain of life. I desire that 
my peace pay be ^ a riyer, i^nd my righteousness as 
the waves of the sea. While I love Go4 supremely, 
and live by faith on him, I find the clearest sense 
of sanctification. Blessed be God, my ^^ anchor is 
cast within the vail."" 

August 9th. — I have this day had ti cloud upon my 
mind, from an idea that I had sustained spiritual loss. 
Whether this be a temptation, or not, I cannot deter-, 
mine. On examination, I could not find that my con- 
science accused me in any thing. I was encouraged by 
these words, ^^ Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, 
then have we confidence toward God.^^ On opening 
my Bible$ these words caught my eye, " Persecuted, 
but not forsaken ; cast down, but not destroyed.''^ 

August 13th, — Much blessed at my class. I sensi- 
bly feel the work of grace deepening in my soul. I am 
fully determined that I will 

Deeper sink, and higher rise, 
And to perfection grow. 

Bless the Lord, he lives and reigns in me without a ri- 
val. All pride, envy, hatred, self, and sin, are removed. 



Miss B. profited exceedingly by meeting in class, a 
mean of grace highly calculated to promote personal 
piety, the prosperity of religious societies, and the 
glory of God. The subject of this Memoir was saved 
from the antichristian selfishness of those who say, " I 
should like to meet in class, if I might be permitted to 
hear, without being required to speak.'" How surpris- 
ing J " I should like to — ^break the rule of Jesus 
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Christ, * Whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them : for this is the law and the 
prophets.^ ^ What ! like to do that which would tend 
to banish this expressive and beneficial mean of Chris- 
tian fellowship from the earth ? 

The kindled links of life are bright. 

Yet not so bright as those 
In which Christ^s favoured friends unite 

And each on each repose. 
Where all the hearts in union ding 
With Him, the Centre and the Spring. 

The friends of Jesus, join*d to think. 

With one desire and aim, 
A chain wherein link answers link, 

A heavenlj kindred claim. 
And O, how sweet, wherein each mind 
A throb, to echo theirs they find. 



August 15M. — This has been a blessed day to me. 
How have I been strengthened in conversing with a 
friend on sanctifi cation, and also in declaring my enjoy- 
ment of it in a Class>meeting. I feel rooted and ground^ 
ed in love ; my mind settled in God and in a happy 
frame.. Morning, evening, and noon-day; all the 
day through, and in the night season, the love of God 
is continually in my thoughts. Worldly conversation, 
in general, appears to me empty and trifling. All my 
heart seems above, for my treasure is there. 



This day Miss B. wrote the following letter to 
Mrs. Unwin at Cromford : — 

" Hague Lane, August 15/A, 1822. 

" My Dear Mrs. Unwin, 

" I AM much obliged to you for your kind con- 
cern respecting my spiritual welfare ; but I have been 
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SO much engaged with temporal things, that I hare 
neglected writing to you. Perhaps, from my not writ- 
ing, you may think that I have forgotten Cromford ; 
but I assure you it is very different. I often look back 
with pleasure to the time, when, in the back chamber, I 
received the pardon of my sins, adoption into God^s fa- 
mily, and my title to heaven ; and also to the time when 
I received the sanctifying grace of the Holy Spirits 

** Since I left you, I have had many deep waters of 
temptation to pass through ; but, blessed be the Lord, 
he was my support, my strength, and my tower. Once, 
in particular, I was labouring under a temptation that 
religion was not a reality, but only, as some have as- 
serted, a cunningly devised fable, and that my religion 
was an airy fabric, which would fall to the ground.' I 
struggled to suppress such thoughts; but finding it 
impossible, I lifted up my heart (which was like a 
clouded sky) in prayer to God, and he answered my 
prayer : the temptation vanished like clouds, and left 
my mind quite calm. I received a great increase of 
peace and joy, and thought I could behold a starry 
crown prepared for me, (as Mrs. Fletcher speaks of 
in a dream in which she saw a friend^s cro^, and 
for every temptation which she conquered a gem was 
added ; and that for every one to which she gave place, 
one dropped out,) and I felt much consolation in 
believing that a gem was added to my crown. 

" I do not repent of having sought ejTtire sanctifica- 
tion so soon : O no ! the higher the state of grace I 
attain, the nearer I live to God. I daily find that I may 
be growing in grace, as there are unfathomable depths 
of the love of God. O how I thirst to drink more and 
more of that stream which ever flows from the fountain 
of Jesus my Saviour ; and to have more of his holiness 
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I find hin ever pvesent and precious. Iq him I am 
happy, unapeakaUy happy : 

** His pvesence makes my paradise^ 
And where he is, is heaven. 

^^ I am as clear in the enjoyment of entire sanctifica- 
tion, as when I first received it. I feel a growth in 
grace, hut am humbled because I do not make more 
rapid progress. What need I find for continual watch- 
fulness and prayer ! My love to Miss Ann W. ; and 
tell her I have been expecting a letter, as I long to 
hear how she has borne her late severe trial. My re- 
spects to Miss G. and Miss W-i-e. I hope that one or 
both of them have, by this time, made their peace with 
God. If not, how great will be their condemnation 
for having resisted the strivings of the Holy Spirit ! 
My respects to Miss C, and my sincere love to you. 
I think I shall never have it in my power to repay 
your kindness to me. The only method I have of 
showing my gratitude, is by putting in practice, and 
living up to, those precepts and instructions which 
you gave me. I remain, 

" Yours sincerely, 

*'MaRY HeLKN BlNaHAM.'^ 



Augttat 20^A. — For the first time I felt confused this 
evening at the Class-meeting. I could not describe the 
state of my mind. I felt as if f had not power to say 
any thing, and concluded after saying very little. I 
think it was permitted to prevent me becoming proud 
of a fiow o£ language which I usually have. I feel that 
I shall learn a lesson from it. I have yet much to 
learn. I have lately been much exercised with the idea 
that I have suffered spiritual loss. I think it is a temp- 
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tmtion of Satan to rob me of my peace. The Lord 
grant me wisdom that I may always understand the 
dericcs of my adversary. 

August 23d.— ^After being exercised with doubts, I 
found comfort by believing and relying upon my 
Redeemer, and in considering the state of grace I now 
enjoy. Though saved from inward antagonists, 
(inbred sins,) I still have the common enemy of Chris* 
tians to combat with. Can I expect to be exempt 
from trials when the most holy Christians have them ? 
O no ! I gladly take up my cross, and fight in sure 
and certain expectation of one day wearing my erown. 



The following is an extract from a letter to her 
aunt, Mrs. S., of the same date :— 

" August 23rf, 1822. 

" My Deae Adnt, 

, "I HAVE been a long time before I sent the 
****** but we have been very busy, having no 
nurse girl at present. What pleasure it would give 
me to see you turn to God with purpose of heart, and 
seek the Lord while he may be found ! What an 
awful thing to delay our eternd salvation, till laid on 
our death-bed ! Perhaps we may die suddenly, and 
not have time even to think. How dangerous to 
trust in a death-bed repentance ; or to rest in a few 
desires to be good ! I beg you seriously to consider, 
that religion produces that peace and happiness which 
the world, with all its riches, and honours, and plea- 
sures, cannot give; and of which, worldly care, and 
crosses, and troubles cannot rob us. 

" O my dear aunt, come now, just now ; for * now 
is the day of salvation.' Come to Christ for instruc- 
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tion: He will teach you which is the narrow way. 
He will show you the hidden depravity of your heart ; 
and, if .you come to him by prayer and faith, he will 
give you an assurance that he has pardoned your 
sins, and admitted you into the glorious liberty of 
his dear childreii. 

" The Scriptures say, * There is joy in heaven over 
one sinner tBat repenteth ; ^ and will there not be joy 
over you ? O yes ! the angelic throng are ready to 
tune their harps with Hosannas to the Lamb, that 
one more lost sinner is come to Christ as a Saviour. 
Christ is willing and waiting: He stands with out- 
stretched arms to receive you. Why then will you 
delay? He himself asks you, * Why will ye die?' 
You never hear pious persons say, that they repent 
turning good so soon in their life, even if they began 
when children. O no ! we all repent that we did not 
begin sooner; and so will you when you begin. I 
long to hear of you beginning in good earnest. I 
should like an answer to this ; then I could better 

tell how to write to you. With love to uncle, fee, I 
remain, 

" Yours sincerely, 

" Mahy Helen Bingham.'' 



August 25th. — The temptation which foUowed me 
for several days, that I was not so acceptable to God 
a» before, and from which I could only get rest while 
in prayer, is removed ; and I have now much comfort 
after this trial of my faith and patience. I feel athirst ; 
I drink, and yet am ever dry. Jesus is my All in all. 
He " surrounds, sustains, and strengthens me.*" My 
spirit soars far above a state of justification or sancti- 
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iication.' I bless God that I enjoy these ; yet I can- 
not rest in present attainments. 

August ^th. — I have been particularly blessed at 
my class. Glory be to God that I ever found the 
pearl of great price. All the treasure in the world is^ 
nothing compared to it ; and happy is he that findeth 
it. I have left the dungeon, self, and live in the 
palace, Christ, by continual faith in him. How greatly 
am I blessed in private devotion ! I feel that I am 
living under God's approving smile. How I rejoice in 
hearing that one who met in class with me at Cromford, 
(a place endeared to my memory,) has received the 
blessing of entire sanctification. Glory be to God ! 

August 30th. — I have been more blessed in private 
prayei; than I ever experienced before. I am wholly 
and solely the Lord's, — body, soul, and spirit ; and his 
glory is my only end and aim. How he enlarges my 
views, and my holy joys ! While viewing the scenery 
by moonlight, I turned my eyes towards Cromford, 
and my thoughts directly flew there. There I found 
the pearl of great price. I went to school to acquire 
human knowledge, and I there entered the school of 
Christ, and he has taught me many lessons. I looked 
back to the time when I first met in class, and recol- 
lected what I said on that occasion ; also to the time 
when I received a note of admittance to the Love- 
Feast; to the room in which I obtained pardon; 
to the time when I received the grace of entire sanc- 
tification; to every place of prayer; and to the 
means wherein I received the greatest spiritual benefit : 
and, while thus employed, my mind was filled with 
gratitude to God. All glory be to Him who fills 
heaven, earth, and sky ! 

August 31st — While I aln thinking or telling the 
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Lord in^ptaya^, tfaatr my will iB'COBferi]ieil<toihisiiiiU in 
every thing, and that he may dfi.to me w.b«|&f eD s$^iii- 
eth Hinrgood^ it is often ea^estod to my mmc^^^^lSlPU 
wouldst murmttr if God were to call away" thy bd^ved: 
mother.^^ May the Lord^ help me nevei^ to U^teii. to 
satan^s suggestions, but to look to him for sti?engtb, 
whenever my grace may be called to that sev^e trial. 



Thbbe are a: few particulars in<the experience of Mjse 
B. during die past month, to which the attention of* 
the reader may be recalled. On Ajugust the 9th^ 20th,. 
23d, and 25th, she speaks of cUmda^ doubts^ and ecB-. 
ercises^ arising from an idea that she had suffered loss, 
was n»t so acceptable to God as before, and, as we 
learn from her letter to Mrs. Unwin of the 15th, that 
her experience was an airy fabric, and ^^ religion a cun- 
nin^y devised faUe.^ She thought this was tempta- 
tion ; but from a godly jealousy over herself, she did 
not so fully and promptly decide respecting her state, 
nor so courageously repel the temptation, as she n^ght 
have done. Her caution and self-examination evinced 
her sincerity ; while her prudence and dependence upon 
God are apparent in the prayer, that she might under- 
stand the devices of satan. The wily foe found that 
he could not take the citadel, could not inflame the 
afSactioBS, l^ any of his fiery dar^s. He therefore en« 
deavouied to becloud the undersjtanding and bewilder 
the judgment, by suggesting falsehoods, in order to lead 
her to a wrong conclmion respecting her spiritual state, 
that she might needlessly af&ict her soul, and then ^^cast 
away ber confidence which had great recompense of re^ 
ward."^ It does not seem probable that spirituaUoss had 
been sustained. In cases of loss, temptation, if not to de« 
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spair, is generally to cry, "Peace, peace ;'^ lest, by 
awaking and alarming the soul, it should be prompted 
to call upon God in earnest prayer, and thereby obtain 
salvation. On the 31st, the adversary endeavoured to 
persuade her that she had not obtained entire submis- 
sion to the will of Grodi suggesting one of the most 
trying cases, and then, availing himself of her self- 
distrust, insinuated, that, as her grace had not been 
thus tried, she had less cause to be confident, and 
ought not to rejoice in the belief that she possessed if. 
But God is faithful: He did not suflFer her to be 
tempted abo^e the strength of grace communicated to 
her. The trial in question was one to which she never 
was called. How frequently the great adversary endea- 
vours to lead the people of God into a lengthened train 
of painful, unnecessary, and therefore evil reasoning! In 
such cases it is prudent neither to fight nor parley with 
him, but to say in faith, " Get thee behind me, satan. 
Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof. As my day, 
so shall my strength be.*" 



September IsL Ay^wday.— Through the sparing 
mercy of God, I see the beginning of another month, 
and I have this day again devoted myself to him. 

I, from this moment, live or die 
To serve my God aloae. 

Olopy be to- his name ! I enjoy a never-fading' bliss, 
a constant happiness, and a joyful hope of one day see- 
ing Mm in glory. In general, my thougbts are upon 
a happy eternity with my Jesns. If I beheld the sky, 
it immediately occurs to my mind, that, far above it, 
there is laid up for me that which eye hath not seen. 
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Dor ear heard, and far more than the heart can con- 
ceive. I may well ask, 

^< How can it be, thou heavenly King, 
That thou should'st ub to glory bring ? 
Make slaTes the partneiB of thy throne, 
Deck*d with a^never-facUng crown ? *' 

All earthly things have lost their charms to me. I 
only sojourn* here. All my treasure is above: My 
heart is there. I would not part with my peace for all 
the treasures of earth. O no ! They will pass away 
as a dream ; but mine will endure for ever. Glory be 
to God. 

Sept 4tth, — While the following words, addressed 
to penitents, were sung, 

" Ready for you the angels wait. 
To triumph in your blest estate ; ** 

and these, 

" All heaven is ready to resound, 
< The df ad *s alive ! the lost is found I ' *' 

I seemed to participate the joy which angels feel in 
beholding penitents seek the mercy of God. I was led 
to consider what they felt when I was pardoned, and 
also the happiness which I then experieneed : And 
while I seemed to hear them exclaim, ^^ The dead \ 
alive ! the lost is found !^^ I was unspeakably happy. 
I think that I shall soon hear it said, ^' Well done, 
enter thou into the .joy of thy Lord.'' I now feel, on 
retiring to rest, that, if I were to die in the night, I 
should soar away, to visions of eternal day. I feel 
ready to meet my Jesus, and to ascend with him to 
glory, never to quit my thrice happy abode. On open- 
ing my Bible, I read, "For we know, that if our 
earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
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have a building of God, an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens." 

Sept 8th. Sunday. — Praise the Lord ! I have 
peace beyond expression ; felt by those whose will is 
entirely lost in God's will. My experience is like that 
of a person who at first stood in a plain, at the foot of 
a lofty mountain, at the top of which is something 
more valuable, and more to be desired, than life. He 
contemplates the first height or resting place, and then 
diligently exerts all his strength ; and, though the way 
be narrow and rugged, he is comforted with the hope 
that in time he shall reach the top. After gaining the 
first stage, he looks upward, and, by renewed e£Port, 
rises to another, regarding it as his only care and busi- 
ness to gain stage after stage, until he reaches the top. 
It is just so with me. The more I gain, the more 
ardently I aspire to higher blessings. Sometimes when 
I think of my age, (fourteen years,) I am ready to 
tKnk that I shall not be credited when I speak my 
experience. But, glory be to God ; his Spirit testi- 
fieth with mine, that I am what I profess to be. 



Miss B. once observed to a friend, that she some- 
times felt a reluctance to state in a Class-meeting the 
whole of what she had attained, lest some whose reli- 
gious experience was much lower should be led to ques- 
tion the truth of her statement, and make it an occa- 
sion, of stumbling. This certainly was an error, 
whether the result of temptation or not. What can 
be more explicit than the declaration and command of 
our Saviour ? " No man, when he hath lighted a candle, 
putteth it in a secret place, neither under a bushel, 
but on a candlestick, that they which come in may see 
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the light Let your light so ^ine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven.'' The light, if uocoveied, might 
convince others of their necessity and privilege, and 
stimulate them to a diligent and confident use of the 
appointed means of grace, in order to realize the same 
salvation. They who cover their light injure them- 
selves also. Weakening their confidence in members 
of Christ, it cools their aifection towards them, indis- 
poses and incapacitates for communion with them ; 
then selfishness 4ind pride may more easily enter the 
soul, and produce a distaste for society, and a desire 
for the isolated hermitage. Such conduct would prove 
injurious to those who continued to meet in class, as it 
might induce a Leader to set before a member a bless- 
ing worthy of his desire and pursuit, which he already 
possesses ; instead of one still higher, by the attainment 
of which he would be still further benefited. It is 
certainly necessary for, highly incumbent on, a|id 
would prove extensively beneficial to, all who use that 
mean of grace, to be frank and definite in the relation 
of their Christian experience, evincing an ardent desire 
to know, and enjoy, and be established in, the truth 
and grace of the Gospel, — ^to be " filled with all the 
fiilness of God.*" 



September 9/A.— This day I have received my 
ticket, and am now admitted into full connexion. 
What a glorious quarter this has been to jne ! What 
a blessed growth in grace I have experienced ! May 
my increase, every quarter, be equal to this ! May 
the Lord grant me many happy returns ! But if it be 
his will to remove me home, all will be well with me. 
To me, creation seems to wear a new face : As. all is 
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peace within, all eeenvs right -without. I never viewed 
the wisdom and power of God in creation as I ought, 
until I admired them in grace. 

Sept. \2th. — I have been tempted to reason on 
the impossibility of the resurrection of the body ; how 
dust, mouldering for centuries, could live again ! Glory 
be to God ! I foiled the tempter, by believing that 
^^ with God all things are possible.**' Had I credited 
the temptation, I soon should have become an infidel. 

Sept \5th. — O that I had language to express the 
'State of my mind this day ! I feel ready to depart 
and be with Jesus. Had I the wings of a dove, I 
would fly away, and be at rest. My body, and all 
earthly things, appear to be clpgs to me. To be with 
Jesus would be far better. What a. glorious death I 
should die, having a blooming hope, full of immor- 
tality ; knowing that when Christ who is my life shall 
appear, I shall appear with him in glory. If desires, 
wishes, longings, and prayers would take me there, I 
should soon have done with terrestrial things. But 
the Lord's time is my time, and I patiently wait my 
dismissal to glory ; for he knows best when to take his 
children home. He takes some almost as soon as they 
have entered upon his service ; and others he removes 
to glory, after a life of sixty or seventy years' devoted- 
ness to him. 

I long to behold him arrayM 

With glory and light from above, 

The King in^his beauty displayed. 
His beauty of holiest love : 

I languish and sigh to be there. 
Where Jesus hath fix*d his abode ; 

O when shall we meet in the air, 
And fly to the mountain of God * 
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Sept 18/A. — Glory be to thee, my God, for the 
unspeakable eDJoyment I have had to-day ! I feel 
that I am moving in a sphere near my God, enjoying 
foretastes of paradise. My heart is his : His love is 
mine. I am his adopted child. I am unutterably full 
of glory and of God. 

Sept 2^th, — I found, by waiting upon God, that 
my spiritual strength was renewed. I never attend 
my class without being blessed. Nothing remarkable 
seems to occur to me. I feel one continued peace 
from, and reliance upon, my Redeemer, and union with 
the Tri-une God ; a fitness for life, aud a readiness for 
death. I cannot describe my blessedaess : The praise 
of my God is m3f constant theme. 

Sept 2f]th* — Had my mind much enlightened and 
comforted by reading an explanation of the following 
passage : " Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. 
In every thing give thanks ; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus concerning you.**** Glory be to God ! 
that ever I was enabled to fulfil those injunctions. 
With what pleasure I anticipate the privilege of 
rejoidng through a blessed eternity ! Glory ! Glory ! 
Happy, happy are the faithful followers of Christ who 
are crucified to the world. O that I had a trumpet 
voice, to call upon all backsliders and lukewarm pro- 
fessors, to press forward in pursuit of holiness. I 
long to behold many more enjoying it. May I still 
give all diligence, and be ready, when called for, to 
triumph over death, the grave, and hell, with my 
Redeemer for ever. 

Sept 29th. — This day I feel sensible of a growth 
in holiness. When I retire into private, and bow 
before the Lord, and close my eyes and heart to all 
worldly things, it is then in particular that I enjoy 



MISS M. H. BINOflAM. 7^ 

oeteslid. peace» and have tran&portiiig views of glory, 
appeaning to myself ^^ less than the least of all saints."" 
**Tbie.life which I now live in the flesli, I live by 
therfmth of the Son of God." How. rapturous the 
thoughts of death and glory» to* one who is ready to 
meei < thesn ! There is only . death between me and 
gl0cy, and then I shall be for ever with the Lord. O 
my Jesus! my all in all.! thou ha&t declared, that 
thou art gone to prepai:e a mansion: for me, and that 
wheie thou art, I shall be. May I cleave closer to 
thee, and be hidden in thee« I feel more rooted, and 
gse^onded^ and established. The doubts which I used 
to feel,: are removed ; and I go on my way rejoicing, in 
sure and certain, hope of gaining the cele&tial haven. 
Of; all books, I most esteem my Bible,* and Hymn 
Book, and atveatise on Christian Perfection. 

Qetoher 1*^.-— Glory be to God for keeping me with 
my face Zion-ward ! O the happiness I have this 
nigfat felt at my class ! I could scarcely refrain from 
giving vent to my feelings aloud ; — my Jesus is so 
precious to me. I have this day rather felt a desire, 
if it were the will of God, to Jive a few years oi4 earth, 
that I 'might glorify my Redeemer, and at last receive 
a brif^er crown. But I commit my body and soul 
into hist hands, saying, ''Not my will, but thine be done. 
I am not mine, but thine ; bought with thy precious 
blood ; take me to thyself when thou seest good.'''* 
My chief desire, next to my own salvation, is to see my 

• Admitting the Bible to be in the moral, what the sun is in the 
natural, world, the pie&rence given it by the Christian excites no 
siupri8e.in .thos9 wW hay e found it '^able to make them wise unto 

salvatioo.'* 

Who but rather turns 
To heaven's broad fire, his unconstrained view, 
Than to the glimmering of a waxen flame ? 

.1 
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dear parents and brother step into the glorious liberty 
of a full salvation. Lord, grant they may speedily. 

Oct. Sa. — I find religion the " one thing needful,'* 
especially when labouring under a depression of spirits 
occasioned by the indisposition of my poor body: 
But when nothing earthly can raise them, my Jesus 
comforts me, and all is happiness, and peace, and love. 
The enemy has been endeavouring to distract my mind 
when in the means of grace ; availing.himself of certain 
occurrences to divert my mind from its great object. 
I am fully determined, through grace, to fight manfully, 
and come off conqueror. I have this day had a most 
violent temptation suddenly presented to my mind ; 
viz., Canst thou this moment say that thou art entirely 
sanctified ? " Hitherto shalt thou come, but no fur- 
ther !"" I found no weapon so effectually repel the 
tempter as " all prayer,^ In the use of this I found 
strength to conquer. 

Oct 6ih. Sunday. — This day all seems gloomy 
without ; but I have my Jesus, and he makes a con- 
stant oaradise in my heart. I rejoice with a joy 
unspcd(able and full of glory. I am like a mariner 
on the tempestuous ocean ; though all around him is 
rough, he appears not to regard it, but steers away, all 
his thoughts being upon the haven where he desires to 
land, the rest he will have from his toil, and the hap- 
piness which he then will enjoy. I seem to cast 
the tliought of worldly things aside ; my mind being 
fixed upon my great reward, reserved in heaven, for 
which I long, and am giving diligence to reach that 
place where " the wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest." I want to see my God face to face ; 
to bask in the rays of uncreated bliss ; to cast my crown 
before him, lost in wonder and love« and, in ecstatic 
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raptures, to sing the praises of the great Three-One 
through all eternity. I cannot describe the- nature of 
my happy union with the Trinity ! Glory fc to God ! 
I can look to him in full assurance that he will bring 
me to " the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels, to the general assembly and church 
of the first-born, which are written in heaven, and to 
Gx>d the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men 
made perfect, and to Jesus,'' by whose cross and thorn 
I shall for ever reign with him. 

Oct, Stk, — Found it good to wait upon the Lord 
in my class. I feel that I am growing in grace. I 
have a cross to bear ; *and I expect to have it daily for 
some months. O my God, do thou give me grace to 
bear it to thy glory I Thou only knowest what will be 
best for me. The cross-bearer shall be a crown-wearer. 
O my Jesus ! support me in life ; and in death receive 
me to thy bosom, that I may find my long-sought m^st. 
When thou seest good, take thy young but weary pil- 
grim home to glory. 

Oct. 11th, — Felt sucli a blessed preparedness for 
death, and such a triumph over hell and sin, thift I was 
constrained to exclaim, '* O death, where is thy sting ? 
O grave, where is thy victory ? " Now let me die, my 
Jesus, if it be thy will : Take mcj receive my spirit. 



The strong desire, generally felt by Miss B. to die, 
in order to be with Jesus, and enjoy heavenly felicity, 
presents a striking contrast to the aversion from death 
which young persons generally evidence. Ought not 
the young reader, especially, to pause, and ask. Why 
is it thus ? Certainly there is a cause. What is that 
cause ? Was the desire of Miss B. the result of natu-^ 

£ 2 
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ral courage, or of a wish to display it ;-*«*and the a:rer- 
sum of others, the mere ofipring of natural tinuditf ? 
Assuredly not ! The subject of the former was. cre- 
ated anew in Christ Jesus, enjoyed his favour, was 
conformed to his will, longed to behold him^ and was 
wiUing, yea, desirous to die, in order to obtain the bea^ 
tific vision : while the latter continue carnal, and guilty, 
and fearftil ; and would give up heaven for ever, and 
Uve here always ; rather than encounter death,, lest tliqr 
should sink into annihilation, or, as they greatly fear, 
into eternal woe. While the fond love of life, in these, 
is equalled by their aversion from death, and proves 
that their hearts and lives are not right in the sight of 
God ; their folly is equal to their depravity, for they 
'^ must needs die."^ 

What art thou, life, that we should court thy stay ? 

A breath, one single gasp must puff away ! 

A short-lived flower, that with the day must fade ! 

A fleeting vapour, and an empty shude ! 

A stream that silently, but swiftly, glides, 

1*0 meet etemity^s immeasured tides ! 

Even while I write, the transient now is past, 

And death more near this sentence than the last ! 

There are some pious persons, who are- weary* of the 
world, and desire heaven, yet, " through fear of de^h, 
are all their life- time subject to bondage,^ and who are 
sometimes ready to pray, 

" O for Elijah's car, to wing my way 
0*er the dark gulf of death to en^ess day ! *' 

But the humble, vigorous believer wUl find no dark 
gulf in the close of life, requiring either pinions or 
car. He may walk safely through the valley of the 
shadow of death, fearing no evil; and though it.be 
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dark to simiers, like the pillar of the doud to the 
EgyptiaBs, the Tighteous, Hke the Israelites, will find 
it Ught ; and having reached the ferthest verge in safe- 
ty, in peace, and probably with triumph, will delight- 
fidly prove 

That leaving the old, both worlds at once they view. 
And. step upon the threshold of the new. 

Fearful «aint ! be strong, be bold! Thy Saviour 
has promised to give thee special help when he calls 
thee to experience the common lot of mortals. 

£'en saints and prophets the same path have trod. 
Ambassadors of Heaven, and Mends of Ood ! 
And thouy^woilldst thou the general sentence fly ? 
Moses is dead I thy Saviour deign'd to die ! 

'* But now is Christ risen'from the dead, and become 
the first-firuits of ^them that slept.^ It has been truly 
and encouragingly ^said, that " he whose head is in 
heaven, need not^ar to put birfset into the grave.^ 



October 13th.' Suiiday.-^0 bless the Lord, my en- 
raptured soul : praise his holy name. I find, on exami- 
nation, that I am pressing toward the mark, for the 
prize of my high calliog, holding sweet converse with 
my God, zoA- enjoying Jbis jQivour, which makes me 
richer than all the monarchs of this world. My hea- 
ven-bom soul can look with disdahi on all their wealth 
and titles; and can say -to all sublunary thmgs, 
^^Ei^pty, vain,rand worthless are ye. all.^^ Glory be to 
God ! I^can Ms^y to all their delusive charms, 

"'Tempt as ye win, my soul repels, 
To Christ alone resolved to live.'* 
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My soul soars above them, and ertjoys a paradise iti 
the love of Jesus. I caimot express how endearing to 
me are the forms which my Saviour wears. He is my 
Prophet, my Priest, and my King. O my Jesus, thou 
didst die for me. When my spirit leaves this cum- 
brous c]ay, I will render to thee a ceaseless song of 
praise. O ray God ! what shall I do to praise thee ? 
The deeper I sink, the higher I rise. May I be 
enabled to steer a happy course on the oceap of grace, 
through its depths, (not its shallows,) till I land on 
that shore where faith shall end in sight. O thou uni- 
versal King of glory ! now descend and take thy bride. 



How consonant the above sentiments with those of 
Dr. Watts : 

Heaven is my home, and I must use my wings ; 

Sublime Above the globe my flight aspires : 
I have a soul was made to pity kings, 
And all their little glittering things ; 
I have a soul possessing infinite desires. 

I am the Lord*s, and Jesus is my love ; 

Yes, He, my God, shall fill my vast desire. 
My flesh below ; yet I can dwell above, 
And nearer to my Saviour move ; 
There all my soul shall centre, all my powers conspire. 

Thus I with angels live ; thus half divine 

I sit on high, nor mind infizrior joys : 
Fiird with His love, I feel that God is mine, 
His glory is my great design. 
That everlasting project all my thoughts employs. 



October \5th. — I have been most abundantly blessed 
at my class to-night. Glory be to God ! my soul is 
prospering. But, O merciful Father ! carry on thy work 
more rapidly, and enable me more speedily to perfect 
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holiness ; and grant, that as I approach nearer to the 
celestial kingdom, my prospects may brighten for glory. 
How amazingly swift are days and months passing 
away ! Another day has gone and has borne its record. 
Time is carrying me through this vain and transitory 
world, which sits loose on my affections. Time passes 
on sweetly, as my Jesus makes all pleasant unto me. 
What shall I enjoy in eternity.? When I think of 
this, I am lost in amazement ! 

Oct. 20^A. — Though satan assails me in various 
Ways, he has no power over me ; through Christ I am 
victor. Worldly things have not the smallest place in 
my heart. Christ has my whole heart. I have hap- 
piness which no pangs of conscience alloy. , Were I 
certain of death this moment, I could say with St. 
Paul, ** I have fought a good fight,'' &c. O what I 
feel, when I think of the flight of my soul to paradise, 
borne on angels' wings through yielding ether, to the 
pearly gates of the heavenly Jerusalem ; admitted to 
the presence of my Redeemer, amidst the exultations 
of legions of angels and archangels, and hear him say, 
^^ Well domngood and faithfiil servant, enter thou into 
the joy of ^^ Lawl." What the employment will be 
there, during endless ages, I must leave to those celes- 
tial spirits who dwell there. 

Oct, 23d. — Happy ! happy ! O my Jesus, how pre- 
cious art thou to me ! But what shall I feel when, in 
that blissful region, I recline my weary head on thee I 
How much I am like a poor traveller, who looks 
forward with joy to the end of his journey,, earnestly 
desiring to reach it. How my longing soul pants for 
her rest ! O come, my Redeemer ! come quickly, and 
dissolve the invisible ties, and bid my spirit soar with 
thee. But I calmly say, " Not my time, but thirie»" 
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Those^o please, iM«y deny the pMulnlity^of atttfntiig 
full salTadon 'here ; (but,' glory ibe ito^God ! 'hUrSpbifc 
witnesseth'with irnne^ that I enjoy it day andougfat. 



By fiia salvation, .MiBaB.nnemt that^aMe ofipreee 
in vfaioh the. heart of the believer is cleansed freini all 
evil tempers and dispositiDns, and is filled with the in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit,, so iarmaturing every adtve 
and passive grace, as to render die poseessor equal to 
ihe observance of jiU gospel precepts^ to the endunnoe 
of those !Batnral evils <withirhiGii die may 'be visitad,>to 
4he rejection of all wovldiyallurenient8,.and to the*con- 
quest of every evil suggestion and unholy infioenee 
with which the great adversary may assail. It appens 
from the last entry, 4hat Miss. B^hnew tome persons 
denied the possibility of lattainiitg this salvation in.jdtt 
|iresent life. She might idsobe aware, that aome^wlio 
had indulged the hope of attaining . it, had '«Bpe- 
ffienced (perhaps repeated) failure, and b^^to'doubt 
aa to the ^attainment being their privilege ; irhSe she 



ftund others uniriUing to make-thweqiipd sacfiBces 
and axeiitions, yet ' ever ^t$i^ to cpriM^ those who 
pardfe s sed it, and promptly assumingian iqypearancoof 
satisfaction, perhaps of pleasure, whenever they^'hsoie 
bdield the professor ^^ sifted-as wheat.^ How ^Btunish- 
ing the foUy of these ^persons in the Christian Chnrdi, 
who, •'While indulging self-eomplacencyiuiiderianridea itf 
possessing superior infotmarion, and -sobriety of jndg- 
menty iBo> wiUingly, asd promptly, arid'actlvely beeome, 
or use, a sieve for satttn,'ettd^avouringto shake, instead 
of confivming and boiling tip in fatth and love,* those 
who have recently reeeived the salvation of God ! Hfaw 
injurious' also 'might be the oonsequenees to those thus 
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tried, espedally if youiq; converts, if the wisdom of 
GtMl wero not. infinite, bis power idmigfaty, and suoh 
thcDtendemess of his boundless We, as to induce hhn 
to ^^canj the lambs in his boHnn !^ Had Miss B. 
been much annoyed tiiith :lhe>8eeptioi8m, or doubts, or 
cavils of professors, they 'wonld have proved trials, and 
pother on the defensive, 4md occupied time which she 
mq^ht have :oon8idered as lost, or which would have 
been more pofitably employed had it been devoted to 
psayer or to praise, or in prompting *' each other to 
love and good works.^ But she was not a broken reed, 
nor a tree without root The wind of opposition 
would have found her rooted and grounded^ and its 
action would have caused her to strike deeper into the 
heavenly soil for additional nutriment and increasing 
stability, by which she would have risen still higher as 
a tree of nghteoixsness, the planting of the Lord. 
With the Bible in her hand' which offers to believers a 
full. salvation, and contains the pledge of the immutable 
Jehovah to :be8towit, she would have said, ^^This is 
my*charter ; here will I hold ;^ and then, with the grace 
of iuU sal^Kon ifeFher h^rt, would have added, *^ Grod 
hath perfi^ml^ ^e merc^ promised to our fathers, 
remembeihig liisiioly covenant ;^ — ^that we being de- 
livered out of the hands of our enemies might serve him 
without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him, 
all the days of our Ufe.^ 

How con^dve is Christian simplicity to spiritual 
prepress, and co|;responding enjoyment ! If the sim- 
plicity of- the soul corresponded Vith 6od-s method of 
salvation, his grace would have free course through the 
understanding, affections, will, and conscience; con- 
veying, continuing, and increasing light, and vigour, 
and purity, and consolation. It is declared that *' sal- 

£ 5 
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vation is of the Lord.**^ ^^ Hp that believeth shall he 
saved.'*^ How graciously, how gloriously simple, is this 
faithful saying, and how worthy of all acceptation ! 
^he servants of Naaman the leper said to him, *^ My 
father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, 
wouldest thou not have done it ? how much rather then, 
when he saith to thee. Wash, and be clean i''" Many 
doubt the efficiency of simple faith, and are wishful and 
desirous of doing ^' great things,^' in order to attain en- 
tire holiness : hence they increase and repeat their ex- 
ertions, more diligently attending the means of grace, 
and more constantly abounding in works of piety, yet 
still continue bewildered, and foiled, and discouraged, 
and cease from effort at the suggestion of their inbred 
foe, fear, or doubt, or unbelief. Success would soon 
crown their efforts, if, keeping their eye fixed on their 
avowed object, they were to use the means of grace to 
strengthen them in their walk of faith, until they ac- 
quire vigour to run to their mark, or to soar on faith^s 
strong eagle-pinions above the region of fear and doubt, 
approaching so near to the Sun of Righteousness, as to 
see him as he is, through the pure mef^im which 
his Spirit and word supply; Then, perceiving the in- 
finite love of the Father, the all-availing merit of the 
Son, (for full salvation as well as past transgression,) 
and the omnipotent energy of the Holy Ghost, they 
may, instantly, by one believing look, one act of 
mighty faith, put off *'thie old man," and put on 
" the new, which after God is created in righteousness 
and true holiness,*" and prove that every subsequent 
act of faith changes them into the Saviour's "image, 
from glory into glory."" 

It was intimated on page 43 of this Memoir, that 
the blessing of entire sanctification was not only equally 
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our privilege as justification, but that it might be as 
easily realized. Recollections of the difficulty of be- 
lieving for pardon may occasion, but cannot justify, 
hesitancy in reference to believing for entire sanctifica- 
tion or full salvation, although a higher blessing than 
the former; fof the justified is at least as near to 
the blessing of purity of heart as the penitent is to 
pardon. Both have the same foundation for their faith 
in the infinitely meritorious atonement, and the same 
sanction for their faith in the infinite mercy, almighty 
power, and immutable promise of God, who, by the sim- 
ple exercise of his will, which has omnipotent energy, 
supplies the influence necessary for believing, assists in 
the exercise of it, and graciously honours it with suc- 
cessw Those, then, who desire a full salvation, yet 
hesitate, through discouraging recollections of the diffi- 
culty experienced when desirous of believing for par- 
don, should rather remember the efficiency of their 
faith, when exercised, and that, in every subsequent act 
of vigorous faith, they have invariably received the 
blessing for which they believed. Then, encouraging 
themselves ki God, and in his strength taking hold 
of his promise, they will feel the fire of divine love 
descend upon the soul, consuming every thing con- 
trary to^ itself, and continuing to burn upon the altar 
of the. heart, an unmingled, transparent flame to the 
glory of God. 

October 2^th. — I have this day had to pass through 
a severe trial. In one of my happy moments, I lifted 
up my heart to God, beseeching him to direct me to a 
portion of his word which would be profitable. I was 
directed to the tenth chapter of the epistle to the He- 
brews', which I read without any particular impression 
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until I came to the diirty-wsth and t)m^*JtKPmaA 
weteesi'^^iFoT ye have need of:patienoe,ih8t,uifter 
ye have done the will of God, ye might' reeeiire the 
promise. For yiet a Kttle whikvand He that lAaU 
come will come, and will not tarry.? I saw .that I had 
been doing the will of God, and ilAt CbxiBt if outd 
soon come unto me; and I w:as {jieatly ^blessed. 

Patience and Faith, hold ovt a little mwe ; 
Yonr work will be accomplisfaM speedily. 
' (But a<few moaients, 'and thaie aigfaa and gfoana 
Shall be exchanged £or everlasting Kings. 
But a few nigged steps, and then shall end 
The tiresome journey of mortality. 
One effbrt more, and I shall gain the top 
Of Zi<m*s moant,.«id, firam th* eternal hiQs^ 
l^ook back on all the dangers I esciq^d 
In my rough travels through the wilderness. 

Oct ^th, — O all ye earthly beanties, with all your 
created varieties, how gladly could I leave you ! Ye 
are as nothing to me, only as I behold in you the woin- 
drous skill and power of God. My happy soul towers 
above you. The eternal Supreme is my Father, Kagi3& 
are my guards, and I am a joint heir with JesBs Christ. 
All my foretastes of 'bliss leave me thirsting for anore. 
They leave a vacuum which will never bellied undl { 
drink at the fountain head. I ask to see the rising 
sun no more. To mortals, and their hopes, I bidiidieu. 
I ask to see thy face, O God. How amctssmghf phxm 
is Gospel salvation by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ ! 
I have more enjoyment in this life thauall PeruV mines 
can afford: And what a glorious prospect ofiei^ess 
happiness after death ! I consider death as no other 
than the voice of Him whom I love supremely, sayii^ 
to me, ** Arise, my love, and come away.'*' O that I 
could hear that blessed word. 
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Oot. 99lftr--^liow happy am I ! My tisppinesB 
uppeftrs to increaBe daily. I walk and am not faint : I 
run and am not weary : I -mount tip, as it were on the 
wings of an eagle. Nature^s ties seem -dissolved, and 
I 'want to go. O that promise, ^* He that shall come 
will oome^ and wUl not tarry ."^ Lord, I wait until thou 
caUest me. I find that my growth in grace -does not 
Tender it less necessary for me to watch. But as long 
as I see the necessity of watching unto prayer, and am 
faithful to the Spirit^s teaching, rdyingon Christ, all 
is safe ; none can pluck me out of his hands. 

November 3d. — ^While reading a Memoir of Mrs. 
Rogers, yesterday, I was much affeeted with the 
account given of the ftilness of enjoyment which «he 
experienced. I am gradually sinking deeper every 
day, but I am fully resolved to make greater dFort. 
I am constantly fed with manna from above, -with the 
spiritual food of angels, which is the enjoyment of God. 
When I tell my God, that I am weary of this world 
and want to leave it, he tells me that he will soon come, 
and put an end to all my breathings and longings, 
and that I shaU soon behold his face in paradise ; that 
he will 

Bid my bliM, on earth begun, 
In deathless triumphs end. 

I felt this afternoon such a sinking into my own 
nothingness, such humbling views, while considering 
what I might enjoy, and contrasting it with my pre- 
sent attainments. I earnestly entreated my heavenly 
Father to fill me. These words were then applied to 
my mind, " If thou canst believe^ all things are possi* 
ble." I cried, " Lord, I do believe ;*" and immediately 
had these words applied, '^ According to thy faith be it 
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unto thee."*^ I felt unutterable pleasure, and had de- 
lightful views of the glories of heaven, of its joys and 
of my union with the Tri-une God. 

Nov. llth. — We have been committing- the mortal 
remains of an aunt * to its parent earth. She recently 
visited us for a change of air, but after her return 
became much worse. On the borders of eternity, she 
expressed entire resignation ; freely giving up her little 
infant, husband, and mother. She was affected with 
her state as a sinner, but had a comfortable hope that 
the Lord would prepare her for the change, before he 
removed her. I have no doubt of her happiness. 
What solemnity attends the death of a near relative, 
while we view their remains, and consider that we too 
must die I This stroke seems not to rouse my aged 
grandmother, who still neglects the ^' one thing need- 
ful.'^ The Lord gives us repeated warnings, and cries 
t)y his Ministers, " Why will ye die ?'' 



Miss B. felt great solicitude for the spiritual interests 
of her aged grandmother, and perseveringly endeavour- 
ed, by letters and conversation, to prompt her to seek the 
converting grace of God. She rejoiced in the "^slightest 
appearance of spiritual concern, and indulged ahope that 
her desire would be fulfilled. Miss B. might reason- 
ably have supposed that her aged relative was nearer 
the grave than herself ; but it was well for her, that, 
while thus caring for her relative, she was not regard- 
less of her own personal salvation, being so soon cut off 
from a principal branch, and as a scion introduced into 
eternity, while the branch remained vigorous^ and the 

• The relative to whom Miss B. wrote on the 23d of Augu«|v.*; ,. 
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trunk erect, and firmly rooted. From the time of the 
aboTe funeral, the health of Miss B. began to fail, and, 
in a few days, she was seriously indisposed. Soon 
afterwards an inflammation of the lungs took place ; 
and, though she soon appeared convalescent, it was 
only to droop again. The stamina of constitution 
she possessed, struggled with disease for two or three 
years, until, exhausted by repeated conflicts, the latter 
proved to be the conqueror, and secured a triumph 
for death. 

" Why am I thus afilicted f"^ is a question more fre- 
quently proposed by the youngs in a tone of complaint, 
impeaching the justice or kindness of Providence, than 
for the purpose of becoming acquainted with, and 
entering into, its wise design. Some are as dissatisfied 
with, and as impatient under, the corrective control of 
their heavenly, as of their earthly, parent. Slight indis- 
positions, which check their career in the flowery paths 
of youth, as a gate, which, while locked, allows not ano- 
ther step forward, (yet admits of a view of more delight- 
ful scenes beyond it,) are regarded as evilsy the re- 
moval of which is anxiously sought or arrogantly 
demanded. Ought not afilictions rather to be con- 
sidered as blessings, afibrding them a favourable oppor- 
tunity to pause, and to reflect, — to examine themselves, 
their paths, their objects, their motives, their means, and 
their prospects of success ? Youth should remember, 
that, in reference to life and health, they are on suffer- 
ance ; and cannot produce the least evidence to prove 
that they have a right to advance another step, or live 
another moment. How justly might Providence plant . 
an impervious and impassable hedge, where it has only 
placed a gate, and turn back the murmurer, saying, 
«* Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further ! Dust 
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Aou art, and tmto dust shalt thoa return.^ It may 
well be asked, 

** Is Heaven unkind to man, to man alone ? 
Shall he alone whom rational we call. 
Be i^MMed with nothing if not Meat with lOl ? " 

'^ Wherefore does a living man complain ?^ Rather 
let such bear the rod, and who hath appointed it ; for 
^4t ifi^good for a man that he bear the yoke"" of afflic- 
tion " in his youth.'' 

Miss 3. did not despise the chastening of the Lord, 
hut received it : She did not murmur at it, nor faint 
under it, but endured it, cheerfully submitting to the 
wholesome though painful discipline of affliction. 



November ISth. — I have found my health consider- 
ftbly worse, during the past week. A medical gentle- 
man has been called in, who says that my disorder is 
an inflammation of the lungs, but he hopes soon to 
restore me. I feel resigned to death ; I long to go to 
my Rede^ner. He supports and comforts me in all 
my pain. I have no doubt or temptation : All is hap- 
piness. I see my parents do not fully give me up ; 
but, glory be to God, I can give them up. I Ue, 
and heaven, >with its glory, seems opened to my sight ; 
but I believe the strong ardent prayers of my dear 
parents, for my recovery, hold my soul in its frail 
tabernacle. 

Nov. 30^A.— I am recovering from my illness ; but 
a presentiment contimially follows me, that I shall 
relapse agidn, and finish my course. In health, I have 
joyfully endeavoured to do the will of God ", and now 
in affliction, I joyfully «ig^ it. When I have done 
and su£Pered I shall be meet for glory. 



iltecefttber S/Ai-^In the beginning of last week, f I 
mu8 vety^^mnch comforted with these wcnrds/^^Forrboth 
fie thstaanotifieth, and they who are«ancti6ed, ave all 
c£efQe:'£at whiobxausehe-is not ashamed toeallthem 
brethren.^ lYbat a view I had of the infinite oon- 
dfesoensionof God: -andirhen I considered this con- 
deacension to me, a sinner, unworthy dnst, I wms 
astoniBhcd,- and •felt -inexpressible delight To-day I 
nan tofbe undier a doud. Sometimes I am inear^sbik- 
ing' under .an apprehenuon fthat I have lost gvaee. 
Mybodily weakness is considerable,: but I find rdief 
in prayer. When I again quit my oloset, the«thou|^t 
returns with redoubled violence, so that my evidence 
of acceptance seems ahnost gone. I want to conquer 
by grace, and to be filled more abundantly with the 
Holy Spirit. The conflict is strong, yet I feel hope 
spring up within me. Something seems to say, that 
the Most High will appear in my behalf. Yea, Lord, 
I' will, I do believe,: that thou- wilt undeztake for me. 
Glory ^be to Thee ! I do conquer. I fisel :my .doubts 
vanishing before thee, and my evidence brightening. 
Glory be to thee, my God ! . By thy grace I.am the 
^ctor. How insatiable are my desires ! O for move 
of.diy'presence and fulness. When I review thed^Es 
that are past, I.seemJto be^a loiterer, a great la^eier. 
Iiwant ito make more speed in my Christian .race. I 
ngh for. the coming of my Redeemer. How tame is 
that Scripture, ^^ Where your treasure is, there -will 
your heart be also.'" O God, my heart isfiKedronthee: 
I long to be with thee in heaven. Hasten the happy 
period ! But patience bids me calmly wait. 

Dec. IdM.-— This has 'been a week of-teinptatians, 
and iheavineas, and comforts. Last Tuesday X again 
met in class^ the first time since the 29th of Octdier* 
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One night last week, it was suggested to me that I 
should fall, and was then falling. I entreated the 
Lord to direct me to a place in the Testament, that 
would enable me to believe that I should stand fast to 
the end. I opened the book, and read 1 Peter, chap. i. 
to the 9th verse, and then closed the book, full of 
thankfulness to my God, who had, as it were, spoken 
to me, and told uie what glories were laid up for me, 
though in heaviness through manifold temptations, 
which were allowed for the trial of my faith. This day 
I am happy in God, conscious that I am his, that he 
surrounds me, and that I live and breathe in him. 

My real life, with Christ conceaPd, 
Deep in the Father^s bosom lies : 
And, glorious as my Head reveal' d, 

I soon shall meet him in the skies. 

» 
• . * 

Dec. 22d. — The Lord is again raising me up from 
my affliction, and is also increasing my spiritual strength. 
He is enlarging my. views, and leading me forward in 
the highway of holiness. I behold him, by faith, as in 
a glass, and see much of his mind, to which J have not 
yet attained. I was blessed this morning, in meditat- 
ing on these words, ** We walk by faith, not by sight. 
Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed. Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, 
though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye "rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory."" How I 
rejoice in, my great Creator and Redeemer, whom I 
love, but have only seen by the eye of faith. I feel 
unspeakable joy in the prospect that when death shall 
stnke, (which may be soon,) I shall gaze on my 
Saviour's perfections to all eternity. No mortal can 
descnbe the fuU value of religion. How I now reap 
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the benefit of seeking the Lord in my youth. O that 
I had sought him sooner ! Religion makes me truly 
happynow ; and if I live to years of maturity, my God 
will support me with his rod arid his staff as I pass 
through life. While suffering bodily pain, the Lord 
puts around and underneath me his everlasting arms. 
When death seems near, I smile at him, and say, 

'' Come, Death, shake hands : I'll kiss thy bands : 
'T is happiness for me to die." 

Though I sowed tears of repentance for a few weeks, 
I now reap months of happiness, and, in another world, 
I shall enjoy ages of eternal felicity. I seem to be on 
^^ the delectable mountains,^' having a glimpse of the 
glory of celestial things. Haste, happy day, when I 
shall fully behold and enjoy ! I see a glory, and find 
a mystery, in the divine perfections. I now find it 
most profitable to my soul to confine my reading to 
the Holy Bible, my Hymn-Book, pious memoirs, and 
a few select books ; and never to enter into nice dis- 
cussions of doctrinal points, &c., but simply to press 
forward, looking to Jesus, and to the recompence of 
reward." 

The following ode was written by Miss B., on 
Christmas day :- 

A CHRISTMAS ODE. 

Come now^ mj Muse, with mortals join. 

And vie with angel powers : 
** Peace and good-will to men," their theme ; 

*' Redeeming love," be ours. 
From heaven the lowly Jesus came, 

To save our ruin*d race : 
He left his high celestial throne, 

(So infinite his grace,) 

And was in Bethlehem horn. 
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AH hall to thee, tboii lonrely bftbe^ 

hk a Mde manger laid ; 
. Great Bayid's Son ! )iis soVieign Lord, 

By whom the worlds were made. 
Although no pageantry of state 

SonoiuiidB thy inftnt hed, 
. Thy foirth by aagela was anaauncedy 

A atar the sages led 

Thy humble form to view. 

'Thy birth none deem a festival ; 

No eartlily minstrels sing ; 
Yet angels strike their golden harps, 

And guard (unseen) their King ; 
While at thy feet the sages pour 

Myrrh, iteuikincenBe, and gold ; 
JBmblems of what thy people pay, 

Ifa prayer and praise untold. 

To thee. Redeemer ! Lord ! 

Though thy reputed parents seem 

Of low vt obscure birth ; 
Thy Father is the Eternal Ood, 

The Lord of heaven and earth. 
£re matter was produced, and while 

Wrapt in chaotic night. 
Thou wast, and didst in glory «hine, 
.: Eternal! Infinite! 

By seraphim adored. 

. Enable us to tune ourhearts 

To thy eternal praise : 
Let gratitude to thee exceed 

The anthems which we raise ; 
UntU we join the angelic throng, 

And bow before thy thisne : 
There (saved by grace) their strains exceed, 
-Although our theme be one, 
The world*s Redeemer's praise. 

Mary .Helen Bingham. 

Composed December 26th, 1822) in the itfiemeen. 



December 28th.^^l:im jday my.mind seems very 
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fidi of important matter fbr meditaticm: die mediatioii 
of Christ, the blessings betievers enjoy, the glory that 
win be revealed to them, the sablime and awiid traos- 
aetions of that day when the heavens shall paaa away 
as a scroll, and the earth and ail things therein be 
destroyed. Then the righteous 

Shall stand unmoved amidst them all, 
And smile to see. a huming world ; 

and shaU hear the Judge say, ^^ Come, ye blessed of 
my Father,"^ &c. What a glorious day to saints, thekr 
'^ light afflictions having worked for them a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory .^ Their perse* 
Gutors will in vain desire to be numbered with them : 
Bat alas ! their day of grace will then be past. I still 
have abundant cause for humiliation. At best I am 
but an unprofitable servant. I am nothing but un- 
worthy dust and ashes, yet Christ^s strength is made 
perfect in my weakness. The more I discover of 
human frailty and insufficiency, the more I perceive 
the power of grace and the glory of God. 

Dec, S\8t — I am brought to see the conclusion of 
a memorable year of my life. I have this year obtain- 
ed a saving knoi»4edge of God, and have been '^ bom 
again.**^ If spared to see the return of that day, what 
gratitude will fill my heart, that one year out of fifteen 
will have been devoted to the Lord ! I feel determined, 
through grace, if the new year dawn upon me, to . 
devote myself more fully to God, and to endeavour to 
keep the following rules i-^ 

First To be more earnest in private prayer, and 
not to rise satisfied with making my request, until I ob« 
tMn either the blessing, or a promise. Secondly. Daily 
to search the Scriptures more liiUy, and always, on 
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leaving my closet, to select one or more verses, which 
have been made a blessing to me, to meditate upon, 
when my hands are engaged in domestic pursuits. 
Thirdly. To give evidence of increasing effort to 
adorn in all things my profession by outward holiness. 
Lastly, Above all things, to have my mind more 
stayed on God, and realize a greater increase of grace. 



Thus Miss B. closed the interesting and eventful 
year of 1822. How different her views, ex.perience 
and prospects, to what they were at the commencement 
of the year ! The illumination, expansion, and decision 
of mind ; the almost incessant contemplation of the 
Christianas privilege on earth, and the felicities awaiting 
him in heaven ; the reigning peace, the ecstatic joy, 
the invincible faith, the fixed, waiting hope, the un- 
quenchable love, and the joyous readiness, yea, panting 
longing for the beatific vision, which in the course of 
a few months she acquired and evidenced, — surround 
with an interesting, a sacred halo, the character of 
this juvenile " saint of the Most High."' 

There is reason to fear, that some young persons 
who were equally enlightened, and possessed as much 
of the feat of God, at the commencement of the year, 
as the subject of this Memoir, unhappily proved, at the 
close of it, that they had not attained to equal piety, 
and, therefore, had not realized equal spiritual enjoy- 
ment. 

But is there one such individual who has less interest 
at stake than Miss B. ? Assuredly not ; as there is no 
reason to suppose that one human soul is of less value 
than another : nor one, but what exceeds in value this 
globe of earth, and all the treasure it contains. Those 
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who perceive the necessity of abstraction of mind from 
worldly frivolities, and of salvation from excessive 
attachment to things which are only lawful and expe- 
dient in reference to time, yet lack a determining and 
powerful stimulus to effort for securing the " one thing 
needful,'' would do well to direct their attention to, and 
to dwell upon, the awful question, " What shall it pro- 
fit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul ? Or what shall a man give in exchange* for 
his soul,'' after he has lost it ? What, indeed ? when 
the only price by which it could have been redeemed 
is not in his power, and has, for ever, ceased to be 
offered in his behalf ! Why, then, this apathy in those 
young persons who are convinced of their sinful state 
and danger, of the absolute necessity of pardon and 
holiness, and of the brevity and uncertainty of life ? 
Or why are their efforts so feeble, or irregular, or rare ; 
with such intervals that the effect produced by the last 
is lost ere they make another ? How, with their sus- 
ceptibilities and plastic affections, can they deprive 
themselves of the direct and exhilarating consolations 
of religion, offered by Him " whose mercy's beams dif-, 
fusive as the sun's arise." How can such continue, 
dead in sin, and under sentence of death ? Why do 
they not awake, and shake themselves from the dust. 

And startiug cry, from ruin's brink, 
*' Save, Jesus, or I yield, I sink ! 
O save me, or I die ! " 

It would seem as if Miss B., early in the year, had 
taken for her motto, 

" No room for mirth or trifling- here." 

But what cause there is to regret that some young 
persons, the devotees of pleasure, commenced, and 
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passed through, and dosed, the y<arf as if their motto 
had been, 

^ No room is left for deatlt.'' 

May it not be asserted, in reference to the latter, 
that each succeeding month or year has unfolded and 
exhibited a character increasingly carnal, a merely ani- 
mal mauj or " Centaur not fabulous ?" If the exist- 
ence of " things unseen'^ are at all credited by them, 
they make it too apparent that they are not in the least 
influenced by any ccmviction of their interesting,, 
momentous, and eternal importance. Every sense they 
possess is awake to. the fascinating influence of worldfy 
pleasures ; and they eagerly rush within their sphere, 
and cheerfully abandon themselves to the irrationf^l, 
irregular, maddening, destructive whirL If the Syren 
spread for them a bed of roses, they will neither susn 
pect nor admit the possibility of a single thorn ; and 
are ever willing and ready to be bound, if silken cords 
may be employed. They pass the threshold of lifers 
theatre on tip-toe, more in pursuit of pleasure than of 
fame. Delighted with, though dazzled by, the illusive 
igmis-fatuus^ regardless of Mentorian counsel, and 
untaught by their own painful experience, they pursue 
the fugitive shadow, anticipating prompt possession, and 
full fruition of perennial bliss. The minds of some ap- 
pear to be so constituted, or the habits which they have 
acquired so rooted, that disappointment fails to annihi- 
late desire, to repress their hope, and to retard the 
renewal of their efibrt for worldly enjoyment, if this 
shadow of a shade but flit beforb them. Again, and 
again, they prove that they are >^ walking in a vain 
show ; and are surely disquieted in vain,^^ while 

They seek the cruel something unpossessM. 
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Miss B. commenced the new year with unabated 
ardour, as will appear in the following extract from her 
journal. 



January \9t^ 1823. — I have now entered on ano^ 
ther year. May my spiritual improvement keep pace 
with my years. Through grace I renew my former 
covenant of being the Lord^s for ever : And, if many 
returns be granted me, may the old year, on reflection, 
always afford the same solid satisfaction as my last, and 
the new produce increased determination and efforts to 
be more fully the Lord'^s. But I ask not long life : O 
no I rather an early death. I Uve by the moment, and 
that moment in God, not desiring another. Perhaps 
my longing for death may appear to some hke impa- 
tience : but this is not the case ; far from it. The 
increasing preciousness of Jesus to my soul, and the 
enlarging views which I have of heavenly fehcity, pro- 
duce a strong desire to possess it ; while the world ap- 
pears so transitory and perishing, that I feel increasing 
desire to quit it ; yet I am willing to live my time in 
it, having a joyful assurance of deUverance. I am like 
a person who has been born in a prison, and always 
lived in it, but to whom some kind benefactor (whom 
he has not seen) has promised liberty and wealth, at a 
future period. He longs for the time when he shall 
enjoy the promised blessing, see his benefactor face to 
face, and tender him his thanks. In the mean time, 
such is his respect for his friend, that he will not mur> 
mur at any delay, but cheerfully spend his time, anti« 
cipating the happy day, not more to enjoy liberty and 
wealth, than to express his gratitude, and to evidence 
it, by rendering all possible service. This, spiritual- 
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izedy is exactly my state ; and what candid person can 
blame my ardent wishes for a Jar more glorious deli- 
verance f 

Jan. Sih. — This day, the snow being melted, I took 
a walk in the fields. What beauties I found in the 
handy works of the great Creator ! The regularity 
and beauty apparent in the naked sprays^ together with 
the embryo buds, arrested my attention; also the 
trunks of the trees, which were adorned with lichen and 
other kinds of moss. The branches too, which had 
been lopped off when in full vigour, and left upon the 
ground, were most beautifully spangled by the sap 
forcing itself through the pores of the bark, appearing 
of orange, brown, and pink hues. What an interesting 
part of creation frequently remains unnoticed by those 
who do not consider whose workmanship it is ! This 
has been a profitable day to me. I have learned some 
new lessons : The Lord help me to profit more by them. 
I perceive there is a danger of judging carnal persons^ 
hearts by some particular action of their life, when we 
do not know their thoughts and motives. I also want 
to notice, more particularly, every interposition of Pro- 
vidence in little things, and to trace his finger daily. 
The Lord is carrying on his work in my soul, but I 
want to improve more rapidly ; to run where I have 
walked, and, where I ran, to mount as on eagles^ wings. 
Glory be to God ! my views are enlarged, and my com- 
forts and joys are increased, with the continued evi- 
dence of being the temple of an indweUing God. 
When I received the evidence of entire sanctification, 
my soul was filled with joy that I had found it, and 
with longings for heaven ; but now the Lord has dis- 
covered to me a great field for the exercise of grace, 
together with higher blessings as my privilege, which. 
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had they been previously exhibited, perhaps I should 
have doubted of the possibility of attaining. But for 
what has my Father now revealed them to me ? That 
he may glorify himself in imparting them, and increase 
my blessedness in receiving them. 

Jan. 12^A — I have this day been favoured with an 
opportunity of worshipping my God at the chapel for 
the first time since the lOth of November, and have 
heard a foneral sermon preached for a faithful Christian 
(Mr. George Fletcher, of Eckington). The text was, 
" Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord." In the 
midst of reading, writing, or conversation, I have con- 
tinually a sweet presentiment that my body wilt soon be 
consigned to its parent earth. O happy day ! With 
what joy I view death ! My Jesus has taken away 
its sting ; and instead of death being the end of all my 
enjoyment, it will be but as the beginning. I feel in- 
creasingly desirous of devoting the little remnant of my 
time to my God, who reigns sole monardi of my heart. 
Glory be to God, that I ever heard full salvation en- 
forced ! I might now have been labouring under the 
burden of indwelling sin ; whereas I now enjoy a per- 
fect freedom from it. May I never tarnish the testi- 
mony I bear of it. I adopt St. PauFs language, " God 
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world."" 

When from the dust of death I lisei 
To claim my mansion in the skies. 
Even then, this shall he all my plea, — 

'^ Jesus hafli lived, hath died, for me." 

j€m, 19th. — The beginning of a new week is the 
dawn of fresh mercies and blessings from our beneficent 
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Creator ; and each succeeding Sabbath, an opportunir 
ty of preparing for eternity. Thoi^h I cannot attend 
public worship, I enjoy precious means of grace in my 
closet. This day my mind is exceedingly happy. 
How apparent the love and condescension of Jesus in 
discoursingwith his disciples, as stated, John xviL SK) — 
26. What an interesting view of my union with the 
Trinity ! O ye heavens and earth, be amased at the 
lore of God in raising a worm to such unmerited glory f 
How mild and reasonable the injunction, ^^ If ye love 
me, keep my commandments,^ &c. Certainly, much 
is comprised in this ; but not too much for a Christian. 
O no, for Jesu's ^^ yoke is easy, and his burden light^ 
What glory seems to beam from his countenance while I 
hear him saying, '^ Father, I wiU that they also whom 
thou hast given me, be with me where I am ; that they 
may behold my glory .^ I have a sure and certain hope of 
one day beholding it. When I find my health a little 
worse, I am ready to hope the sickness will be unto 
death, and that the vail will soon be removed. My 
soul continually cries, " Give, give, O Lord l"^ . ^ 

Jan. 22d.-— A profitable day to my soul. May I 
constantly be spiritually minded. Lord, never let 
my religion be so low as not to feel a constant dispo- 
sition to pray, or to have to force myself to prayer. I 
may, from the acquired habit^ attend to religious du- 
ties, and feel enlivened in the^i ; but rather let my joy 
always be so full as to cause me to pray without ceas- 
ing, that, instead of being constrained to use means of 
grace merely to keep grace alive, I may use them as 
servants to increase and mature my graces. O the beau- 
ty of the Scriptures^ and the value of religion ! they are 
beyond expression. What a song shall I sing in eter- 
nity, that I ever saw the one, and enjoyed the other ! 
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' Jtm. 26^A.— •Tliifi day my rnhki has not been in a 
rapturous state ; but I have felt a sacred awe and 
peaoeftiliiess, with sokmn and glorious views of death. 
My parents ace the nearest to me, but I can leave 
diem in the same banda which have kept me, and so 
bountifiiUy diowed me mercy. In reading my Bible, 
I met with the language of my heart in 2 Tim. iv. 6 — 
8 : " For I am now ready to be offered,^' &c. I seem 
to view the glories of the heavenly Canaan : 

I see the city walls, 
I hear the golden Ijrtes. 

I diall soon receive a crown, a harp, a palm, and shall 
worship with the blood-bought throng. Glory ! glory ! 

Jan. 28/A. — I am yet spared a little longer. My 
soul is very happy in the enjoyment of God, longing to 
imjHrove every minute to the increase of grace ; for 
eadi of them, as given to me, may be my last. I can- 
not rest : in such glorious employment I cannot stand 
still. My soul is continually panting for more. Glory 
be to God, I am increasing in grace, and ripening for 
gl(Hry. I have this night, for the first time, engaged 
in public prayer in our Class-meeting, and perhaps 
it may be the last. Many are dying on the right hand 
and on the left, and my poor state of health strength- 
ens my hope of not living long. 

February 2d. — Glory to thee, O my God, that I am 
a monument of thy grace ; of thy love and power to 
save from sin and hell. Though I have not been as- 
saulted with any great or violent temptations, I have 
been harassed with suggestions and reasonings. At 
times, thoughts of the heights of my attainments have 
been presented to me, but I rejected them with holy 
indignation, knowing the source firom whencethey came. 
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These, with a doud that seemed to rest on my mmd, 
have prevented a rgoicbg, though not a reliance on 
my ever blessed Redeemer. O no ! Christ is my re^ 
fiiger I flee to, and find shelter in, Him. I enjoy the 
Messing of which Mrs. Lefevre speaks,— of being (in 
a spiritual sens^ suspended betweeen the visible and 
invisible world. By ^' first seeking the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness,^ all the promises of Scrip- 
ture are mine ; all the blessings of the present life and 
of a future state are mine ; all the unction of the glo- 
rious Trinity is promised me ; yea, all the new cove- 
nant blessings. O my God, what unbounded love to 
me ! I want to render thee a ceaseless song of praise^ 
Feb' ^th. — My peculiarly favoured soul is blessed 
with another Sabbath. I rejoice in my crucified Re- 
deemer, with a joy unspeakable ; and my soul is over- 
whelmed with gratitude. I love my God because he 
first loved me. I have been mudi blessed while read- 
ing the fifteenth chapter of the first epistle to the Co- 
rinthians. What delightfid views of heavenly bliss 
were given me ! Earthly language cannot express 
heavenly things : or, only in a far lower style than the 
real glory. I pant for more of his fulness, and for the 
full revelation of all the mystic glory : 

I'he Father shining on his throne^ 
Th» glorious co-eteinal Son^ 
The Spirit, one and seven* 

I have the lot of Christians, in temptations, &c. ; 
but they are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which is, and shall be, revealed. Glorious, happy, 
transporting day, when I shall soar away to my blessed 
Redeemer. 

Feb, \2th. — My Saviour is very precious. I have 
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Enjoyed a greater portion of the Spirits influence the 
few past days, by attending, when engaged in prayer, 
to that direction of our Saviour, ^^ What things soever 
ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, 
and ye shall have theta.^ Glory be to him for the 
measure of grace which he has bestowed. My hea- 
venly Father alone knows whether my crimson cheek 
and painftd side are symptoms of a disease which will 
terminate my probation. All is well ; life or death ; 
happy ! happy f 

Fd>. 16/i. — ^My heavenly Father is ever present 
with me. His presence now surrounds me; and I 
have righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 
I am cheered by his favour and smile. I think an 
angelic tongue could not explain the union of a 
believer with Christ ; and the views with which such 
an one is favoured. 

What am I, O thou glorious God, 
And what my Father*8 house to thee, 

that thou shouldst so greatly bless meP The world, 
compared with what I feel, is nothing but vanity and 
vexation of spirit. Through grace I ^^ flee youthful 
lusts ;^ and, in my closet enjoy more happiness than 
I could find were I to join in the fashionable follies of 
the world. How great is the value of religion ! I 
want more. I am but young in years, yet younger in 
experience* The sun has not performed one annual 
circuit since I found the Lord. I want an increase in 
every grace ; not in one only, but in all. I want to 
be more humble, simple, and teachable; and though 
I have no accusations of conscience of failing in these, 
I might have them in a greater degree. I find that a 
Christian cannot stand still in any state of grace. 
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Whether his attunments be high or low, he must be 
striving, he must be running. If we take rest, or give 
place to ease, woe is pronounced against us, and satan 
has fair prospects of gaining advantage over us. En- 
tire sanctification will not allow of cessation from effort* 
If we rest, our evidence will darken until it disappears. 
Feb. 23ci(. — This has been a prosperous week to my 
soul ; but I am humbled that I do not enjoy more. 
I want to live near the fountain of bliss. I bid adieu 
to all earthly things : I am only a sojourner : heaven 
is m^ home. O that I were there ! Sometimes it is 
suggested, « Wouldst thou not rather live to enjoy 
the beauty and harmony of spring ? to rear thy plants, 
and cull thy flowers, and to range in the verdant mea- 
dows ?''&c. I answer. No. They aie nothing compared 
with treading the plains of glory : and I dare not, I 
cannot, prefer any thing to my Jesus and his presence. 
I feel a greater need of keeping the avenues of my 
heart, in order to be saved from wandering thoughts. 
When in the world, our thoughts must necessarily be 
engaged a little with that in which we are employed ; 
but there is a danger of sufiering them to wander too 
far, or to continue too long, from better things. Lord, 
help me, like Mary, to sit at thy feet, and, like MarAa, 
attend to worldly things, in the filial fear and love of 
thee. Through grace, I renew my covenant of being 
the Lord's for ever. What joy thrills through my 
heart at the transporting thought, that I am s^ed the 
Lord's, and that eternal bliss is mme ! I am lost in 
delightful contemplation, like Bunyan^'s pilgrim, Hope* 
ful, in the land of Beulah, where his desires were so 
strong that he fell sick at the sight of the New Jerusa- 
lem. ' But I have the grace of resignation. Self-will 
is lost in God's will : His service is perfect freedom, and 
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ttBt«3ld happiniees. I have enjoyment worth worlds. 
Into thy hands, O God, I resign body, spirit, soul : 
Keep me thine for eTer. 

ilf aros4 2c& Sunday.'^The past week is one to be 
r^aotembered, for the conflict I haye had respecting my 
attainmaits. I was ahnost ready to conclude, that I 
had not attained the grace which I professed, and in- 
waxdly tronbled. This morning I felt comforted and 
strength^ied; but while carrying forward my views of 
spiritual consolatioBS in time, to those of eternity, it 
was su^ested to me ^t I should not inherit it. My 
BiUe lay open on my knee : I looked and read the fol- 
lowing y^se, ^^ I the Lord have called thee in right- 
eousness, and will hM thine hand, and will keep thee."'' 
Then with joy and confidence I exclaimed, ^* Behold 
God is ray salvation ; I will trust, and not be afraid ; 
for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song ; 
he also is become my salvation. In him do I trust and 
shidl not4)e confoiinded.^ Th»?e is a glcwious inheri- 
tance laid up for me, and, through ^aoe^ I shall pos* 
sees it. The Lord of heaven and earth hath promised, 
and will he not perform P Glory ! glory ! all within 
me shout hb praise. I am His,t seded to the day of 
redemption. The Holy One of Israel is mine. I 
know that I am increasing in grace, and sensibly feel 
that I am as acceptable to God when strug^ng with 
and resisting temptation, as when I am rejoicing. 
These light afflictions will work out more glory for me. 
I feel happy, and receive peace and joy through be* 
lieving. God is my heritage. I am rich in his love. 
He is my All in all. What unspeakable j oy has flowed 
into my soul during my meditation, in which these 
words were applied to my mind : ^^ To him that over, 
cometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even 
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a8 I also overcame, and am set down with my Father 
in his throne.*" O, what am I, that Jesus shoidd pro- 
mise such blessings to me ? that I shall for ever reign 
with him in celestial bliss, and in incomprehenfflble 
glory ? I cannot praise him as I desire. Haste, happy 
day, when I shall join in singing, ** Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty ; which was, and is, and is to 
come. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and 
honour, and power.*^" May I be faithful to grace, all the 
time of my probation, until I attain everlasting rest. 

March 9th. — My soul is happy ; no enemy disturbs 
its peace. My intercourse with God is open, and I 
enjoy the unclouded light of his countenance. Thi» 
last Week I have "run my course with even joy.** 
My God reigns in my heart unrivalled and uncontrolled. 
I heard a sermon this morning at Marsden-Moor, 
from Brother C. He said many excellent things, and 
I had a profitable time. While awake, I enjoy God'^s 
favour ; and when I retire to rest, I sink into my Sa- 
viour^s arms, caring not to rise again in this world, but 
rather to awake in paradise. In the morning I secure 
his blessing, and in bis name pursue my calling, aiid 
every hour proclaim his praise. Thus I sleep and 
wake, in readiness for my great reward. My health 
has been rather better ; but I cannot presume on long 
life. All is, all will be, well. 

March 12^A.— Had a good meeting to-night : Many 
were present who have not been accustomed to attend. 
O my God ! send a revival f The Lord is, and has 
been, very precious to me this day. I am filled with 
joy in considering whose I am, and to whom I live. 
My Jesus seems nearer to my heart, our union stronger 
and sweeter, and his love more glorious. How happy 
am I in feeling my Father fill my poor heart ! The 
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vittction derived from a constant union with God is 
increasingly strong ; and I need not (as Mrs. Rogers 
observes) die to feel the presence of God. I feel 
it here ; but what will it be in glory ? How sweet 
the assurance I feel, that, when I lay this body down, 
my glorious Father will '^reward with an immortal 
crown."" 

March 16th. — My mind was rather cast down in the 
forenoon. Indisposition of body damps and dogs the 
spirit. I have much to learn in affliction. Though I 
have confidence in God, I do not feel the overwhelm- 
ing joy which I generally experience, when nearly free 
from bodily pain. But I have a sweet cordial, resigna- 
tion to the divine will. My Father does all things well. 
Come health or affliction, life or death, the presence of 
my God makes a paradise in my heart. Beholding the 
Saviour as standing " ready to receive my spirit," I joy- 
fully bear what he permits, praise him, and pursue my 
way. In my convinced state, I had three requests to 
make to my God : Two of them are granted me, and 
the third will be ere long. He has granted me ^^ peace 
through grace forgiven,'' and "the joys of holiness 
below.'' There remain to be obtained, the "joys of 
heaven." In Christ I am complete : He is my Head, 
and *^ in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily." 

March 23rf. — This morning I had abiding peace, 
but not superlative joy. The Dialogues on entire 
Sanctification [by the Rev. J. S. Pipe] have been made 
a blessing to me. O that this blessing was more gene- 
rally enjoyed, and more openly confessed. I only hear 
persons speak of it in a distant manner. This some- 
times damps my mind, and suggestions flow in like 
water, that my testimony will be regarded as a delusion. 
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But am I not paying too much regard to the opinionir 
of my fellow-creatures ? Let me consider who it is 
that approTes my testimony, and confimis it in my 
heart ; eyen the Most High Gtxl ! Peace their, my 
soul, rejoice; He owns thee. I can truly say, that 
^^ my sun goeth not down : The Lord is unto me an 
everlasting light, and my God my glory .^ 

Afarch dXHh. Easteb-Sckday. — While heauin^^ in 
family worship this morning, the Chapter read ybr the 
day^ how greatly I was a£fected with these words, ^^ I 
ascend to my Father, and to your Father ; and to my 
God, and your God.^ My God I and my Father ! 
Glory, gbry ! What a blessed relationship ! I rejoice 
in Him who was the ^^ first-fruits of them that dept, 
who broke the bands of death, ascended on high, led 
captivity captive, and received gifts fiir men.*^ Glorious 
emblem of the resurrection m(»m, When our bodies will 
quit their graves, and rise triumphant to the skies, or 
sink in Woe to hell. What ought to have been the 
feelingS/of the disciples, whose hopes had been buried 
with their Master, on hearing ^e tidings, ^^He is 
risen ?^' Ought not joy to fill our hearts in the con- 
templation of our Redeemer's resurrection for our jus- 
tification, and to make intercession for us ? He is our 
hope and joy, our confidence and crown. In spirit we 
are one with Him. What an inexpressible union ? 
May we ever retain it in all its vigour. O that I could 
express one*third of the joy, the happiness, which flows 
from believing ! How great die peace and tranquillity 
of a heart where Jesus reigns! This I feel. 

How sweet the joys, the crown how bright, 
' Of those who to thy love aspire ! 
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On the above date, Miss Bingham wrote a few lines 
on the Resurrection and Ascension of Christ, which 
are here subjoined. 

ON 

THE RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION OP CHRIST. 

Ye seraphs bright, and angels &ir, 

Come, tune the golden lyre : 
My bounding heart would join with you, 

And catch celestial fire. 

Amazed, on Calvary, ye view'd 

Your dying Lord and King ! 
Exchange surprise fat antiiems ; now 

His &me and glory sing. 

On earth a suffering life he led, 

A shameful death he bore ; 
But now has burst and left the tomb. 

Death's glorious Conqueror ! 

Regained the realms of endless bliss. 

At God's right hand sat down, 
That, through his fall and rise, we might 

Receive a stany crown. 

Through Him corruption shall decay. 

Mortality shall die ; 
Our song of triumph be, " O €h»ve, 

Where is thy victory ? 

« O Death, where is thy pointless sting ? 

To me no terror now : 
Thou, who so many captive led, 

Must to the Conqueror bow." 

For He the mighty battle won. 

The conquest He has gain'd, ^ 
And, by his passion and his death, 

A glorious life obtained 
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For us ; and we (renewed by gnee) 

On the odestial plain, 
Shall siiig the love of Him who died 
On earth, and rose again ! 

Mart Helek Bikgham. 
Cmnposed en Etuter-Sundajf 4ftemoony 1823. 



April Ist — My soul waa refreshed at the Class- 
meeting. I want a greater depth of solid piety, that 
in temper and conduct I may be consistent and blame- 
less. I want to lie constantly at the foot of the cross, 
that I may daily become stronger and stronger. I 
want to live always in the habit of prayer, and in the 
act of believing. 

AprU 6th. — During the last week I have been ena- 
bled more fully to keep my mind stayed on God, amidst 
the bustle of domestic concerns. I have not felt great 
joy, rather heaviness ; but generally a peaceful, solemn 
awe. I am increasing in grace, following the teachings 
of the Holy Spirit, learning many things, calmly rely- 
ing upon God, with an assurance that I am living holy 
and acceptable in his sight. Now I see many things 
in religion, which formerly were to me unknown. I am 
crucified with Christ to the world. I live spiritually 
dead to the world, and shall finally rise in glory to my 
Pattern there. My evidence of entire holiness is 
kept clear by a living faith. I feel that I am cleansed 
from all iniquity, yet not saved from errors in judgment; 
or so perfect, as not to be liable to fall. But I fly to 
Grod for refuge, believing that he will give me grace to 
stand, and to conquer. I feel that I am bound to obey 
his precepts ; therefore I ask strength to obey, believing 
that it will be given, and feel that it is imparted. I 
read^ the promises, and believe for my privilege, and 
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receive it. The promises of glory raise my joy to 
transport. Thus simple faith instrumentally saves me. 
I disclaim all merit of works, yet consider it necessary 
to work out my salvation. I want an increase of that 
.nearness to God, in the enjoyment of which the still 
small voice is continually heard. 

April llth. At B. — O Lord ! do thou grant that I 
may not lose grace while amongst carnal persons : Sup- 
port and keep me. I daily see and hear such wicked- 
ness amongst the working class of persons in this 
neighbourhood, as is really shocking. How distressing 
the sight, to such as enjoy religion and desire the sal- 
vation of others ! 

April 18th, — For several days my mind has been 
cast down, and, in some measure, estranged from God, 
by the company and objects around me. I felt on 
Wednesday that I began to sink. I then retired, and 
read my. Bible on my knees, and pleaded with God. 
I found him intimately nigh, shedding his gracious 
influence upon me. I was instantly revived, and 
cheered, and obtained strength to walk unblamably 
before him in the world. My mind became serene, 
rejoicing in present salvation, and in the prospect of 
eternal bliss. I am this moment happy in my God, 
enjoying sweet communion with him. 

April 20th. — This morning I heard Mr. H. preach 
from Rev. vii. 13, &c. : " And one of the elders answer- 
ed, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed 
in white robes ? and whence came they ?^ &c. It was 
an excellent sermon, never to be forgotten. I seemed, 
with St. John, to view the glorious company, and their 
employment, and longed to join them. While in the 
chapel it occurred to my mind, that one year ago^ this 
dayy I experienced the pardoning love of God : and, 
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that I heard a sermon in Ciomford chapel, the same 
day, from this text, which was greatly blessed to me. 
The sublimity of Mr. H/s discourse; the gracious 
influence that accompanied it ; and the joy of my heart 
that I had retained a sense of my acceptance, nearly 
oYcrcame me. My earthly tabemade trembled beneath 
the load, and> for a time, '\t was with difficulty that I 
could eidier speak or stand. At length tea^s of j<^ 
afforded me relief. What a happy year I have spent i 
Glory, honour, and thanks, to thee, my God, for the 
blessings of this year ; a year never to be repented of 
in time or eternity ! From the moment that I received 
pardon, I have never been without the witness of my- 
adoption. What a blessing to be religious in eady Itfe ! 
With what enraptured feelings can I view the count- 
less multitudes before the throne, and say, 

'^ Now the full glories of the Lamb 
Adorn the heavenly plains ; 
Bright seraphs learn Immanuers name, 
And try their choicest strains. 

^' O ! when. I bear some humble part 
In that immortal song, 
Wonder wid joy shall tune my heart, 
And love command my tongue." 

While I write, I long to be gone. The contempla- 
tion of such bliss, with a consciousness of my title to 
it, and growing meetness for it, proves an increasing 
source of pleasure, not like the amusements of the 
world, which are only occasional, and some of them 
rare. Mine are constant ; and the d^kness of night 
does not diminish them. O no ! they are frequently 
increased while I commune with God in the night sea- 
son. When midnight silence reigns around, I can 
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anse, and pour out my petitions, and oflfer my praises, 
to Him who neither slumbers nor sleeps. 

^pnl 2!]th, — ^The sermon in the morning was from 
James i. 22 : " But be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving your own selves.'" Glory be to 
God, for enabling me not only to be a hearer, but, in 
some measure, a doer of the word ! May I continue 
to serve Him as long as I live. O my God ! all within 
me shall silently praise thee. 

My bounding heart shaJl own thy sway, 
And echo to thy voice. 

After the evening service the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper was administered : It was a most solemn time. 
I received the memorials of my Saviour's passion and 
death, with awe jind joy. I felt as if I were in the 
presence of the Most High ; and as if commanded to 
keep body, soul, and spirit, blameless to the coming of 
my Lord. Glory be to thee, my God, for these great 
privileges i May I improve by them, " and live and 
die wrapt up in thee." Enlarge my views, and 
strengthen my faith. Let a sense of thy presence 
continually rest upon me. How great the joy which 
an anticipation of heaven affords me ! Who can tell 
the happiness this glorious hope affords V 

April 29^.— I rejoice that I am enabled in some 
measure to make progress. I enjoy much peace and 
consolation ; yet do not seem to enter so fully into those 
enlarged views, and interesting meditations on the ful- 
ness of God, which I frequently enjoy when at home. 
Now that I am absent from home, I find in a town 
something new every day to arrest the attention ; — the 
bustle of populous streets, dress, and ever-changing 
scenery : But I greatly prefer retirement in the country ; 
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There I have no mie^s concems, conduct, or professions^ 
to call oiF my attention from those things which pertain 
more immediately to myself. Domestic occupations 
have a share in my thoughts ; and I enjoy books, fields, 
trees, my own flower-garden, the harmony of various 
songsters, the beauties of nature, and find they lead 
me up to God. Rural scenery tends to promote^piety 
in those Christians who admire it. Yet, in my present 
situation,* my mind is in a degree stayed on the Author 
and Source of all blessings. My health is not so good 
as it was. Change of air, which once was serviceable, 
has now a contrary effect. But I consider the grace 
of God sufficient to uphold me, and, if he please, to 
make me a blessing to others. I constantly feel ready 
to dose my eyes on earthly objects for ever. 

May 3d. Near ten at night — I have been much 
interested in viewing a comet through my room-window. 
It was descending to the horizon. The nucleus ap- 
peared twice or thrice the size of a star of the first 
magnitude ; very brilliant, with a large train of light. 

* Miss B.'8 situation ivhen at home generally afforded her all the 
adTantages of 'solitude, and was preventive of the evils arising from 
ratire seclusion. It has heen well said, that " solitude offers advan- 
tages for reading ; for greater regularity and constancy in the exer- 
cises of devotion ; for more sublime contemplation, and secret con- 
verse with God. It is a purer region, whither the mists and polluting 
vapours of a turbid atmosphere more rarely ascend ; where innocence 
may walk more securely, and piety be less molested ; and whore the 
modest, silent, retiring graces of Christianity are less exposed to the 
intrusion of visionary hopes, the tumults of worldly fears, and those 
mental inequalities and perturbations which are inseparable from a 
residence amidsf the din and turmoil of human affairs. It may be 
presumed, however, that few spirits are formed to live and thrive in 
a state of seclusion ; and the bold experiment of a state so little con- 
genial with our nature, must commonly be unwise and dangerous ; 
and will sometimes terminate in great and irreparable mischiefs, or 
UQavailing regret*'* 
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It is believed to be, not a body of fire as some have 
supposed, but an opaque body, like the moon, receiv- 
ing its light from the sun. The rapidity of its move- 
ment, and the length of time elapsing betwixt its 
appearances, serve to prove, that the circuit of its 
revolution is through an incomprehensible portion of 
space. When it approaches so near the sun as to be 
visible to our sight, the mists, or vapours, or what- 
soever surrounds it, are probably driven by the sun's 
rays in a contrary direction, and form the train, which, 
with the body of the comet, is illuminated by the sun. 
I am ready to exclaim with the Psalmist, " When I 
consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon 
and the stars, which thou hast ordained ; what is man, 
that thou art mindful of him ? and the son of man, that 
thou visitest him ?" I have enjoyed the following words, 

" Believe, and all your sin 'a forgiven : 
Only believe, and yours is heaven!" 

I have a fear of not being sufiiciently in earnest. 
May the Lord keep me from un watchfulness and indif- 
ference^ while crossing ^^ the plains of ease,^ and grant 
that I may never rest till I gain my heaven. I am 
considered consumptive, but may find some partial 
benefit wheu I return home. 

iWay 6/A.— Farewell to thee, my chamber at B.; 
probably I may enter thee no more. Adieu to you^ 
hours of retirement that I have spent in it ! Adieu ! 
firieiids, and every smiling face. I willingly part with 
you, to meet no more, until we meet at God's right 
hand. My happy heart rebounds within me, in the 
enjoyment of my God. In a small degree I enjoy the 
unsullied joys of paradise, the atmosphere of celestial 
regions, and my centre is God. O the joy of an im^ 
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mortal spirit, on lesTbg its fndl tabemade, and joining 
with kindred spirits, and especially with those to whom 
we are bound by natuie^s ties, in proving the full frui- 
tion of that lore which we in Tain attempt to explore 
while here. 



The thoughts of tach amMing bliss 



Do oonstant joy create. 

By faith, simple faith, my mind is kept in perfect 
peace, unspotted loye, and untainted joy. . 

Hague Lane, May 11th. — I have reached home 
with feelings very different from what I have ever felt 
before : Such an attachment to every place connected 
with it ; and a kind of desire arose that I might live and 
die in this beloved retirement. In every breath I 
draw, I have mercies temporal and spiritual. Aldiough 
so unworthy, unnumbered blessings are bestowed upon 
me. Thus happily the morning of my life is' spent. 
Each hour brings its joys and is characterized with 
peace. The serene moments of my life ^de ahnost 
imperceptibly away. My time is employed in prepa- 
rations, which will not have to be sought when languish- 
ing on a bed of sickness. I have the pearl of great 
price in possession ; but its full value will only be 
known in futurity. How near the subject of heavenly 
felicity lies to my heart ! If any distant allusion be 
made to it, or I read one, or one arise in my medita^ 
tions, it touches a favourite chord ; my heart echoes to 
it. Glory be to thee, my God, for such superabundant 
love to me a poor mortal, favouring me thus on eardi, 
and giving me a title to a glorious mansion in heaven ! 
While I was longing for more of the Holy Spirit, last 
night, before I closed my eyes in sleep, the word 
' Bklieve^ was powerfully applied to my mind. I 
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did so, and instantly my heart was filled in such a 
degree as I do not remember having ever previously 
experienced. This also shows how siiDple and power- 
iiil is faith. I found the administratioii of the Lord's 
supper this evening a profitable time. Praise the 
Lord ! not only a happy life, but a glorious death and 
blissful eternity, may be my portion. 

May l^th. — I have this evening been learning the 
names of the stars, and contemplating them with delight 
a& they glittered in the ethereal arch ; the moon also 
shining in peerless splendour, so that I cpuld perceive 
every star that was marked on my atlas with its name. 
How beautiftil, how glorious they appeared while I 
viewed them from elevated ground, all around me 
silently taking their rest ! When the songsters have 
ceased their warbling, the cattle their lowing, busy man 
his daily toil, all around me silvered by bright Cynthia's 
'beams, and the hour of midnight approaching ; then 
I view with rapture and astonishment the beautiful, 
the vast, the wonderful works of my Father, the Eter- 
nal Jehovah. O help me to love thee more. Expand 
Biy poor narrow heart : Fire and fill it with admiration 
and gratitude to thee, the Giver of all temporal and 
spiritual mercies. 

May 20th. — This has been a blessed day. Wept 
tears of joy at my class. After brother L., in leading 
the class, had given me excellent counsel, he gave out 
these words : — 

'< Then let our songs abound, 

And every tear be dry : 
We 're marching through Immanuers ground. 

To fairer worlds on high." 

I was much affected ; my tears of joy and gratitude 
flowed freely. "I am marching,"" and I hope with 
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rapidity, *^ to fairer worlds on high.'^ My mind is full 
of peace and joy, though I have much bodily pain. 
Every breath I draw is with a deep heave. Though 
my ftiends do not think me likely to be soon removed 
from earth, or do not wish to tell me so, there are 
many inward symptoms, which, increasing daily, seem 
to say that my orb is past the meridian, and my frail 
tenement approaching the chambers of death. But the 
countless multitude, the starry crown, and the presence 
of my Jesus, in contemplation, afford me a constant 
spring of heavenly joy. What inconceivable happiness 
in religion ! I feel great pleasure in that passage, 
** When I awake, I am still with thee.^ How precious ! 
An omnipresent God surrounds me. What pure 
celestial fire glows on the altar of a heart wholly devo^ 
ted to him ! My happy soul swells unutterably full of 
glory. 

May 25ih. — The rising sun, appearing and pursuing 
his course, proclaims to my soul the constancy and 
faithfulness of God ; and the small rain descending 
upon the young foliage of nature, refreshing and invi- 
gorating it, speaks a silent lesson on the gentle descent 
of the Spirit upon my young heart, repeated and con- 
tinued as the dew and the rain ; quickening and reviv- 
ing my spiritual life ; and causing it, like the trees, to 
branch forth, and the first branches to acquire more 
strength and vigour. As the robe of nature, having 
received this moisture, can profit more by the beams 
of the sun, and the light of the moon ; so my heart is 
enabled by the genial influences of the Spirit, to be- 
hold, receive, and enjoy communion with the Father ; 
and to profit by the fellowship of saints. I find a 
monitor in every object around me, proclaiming a 
Creator full of mercy, and kindness, and love. I find 
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on examination that my peacefnl soul is drawing nearer 
to the fountain of bliss, and daily tasting its blessings. 
O that I could say, I am drinking deep ! I believe 
we all live beneath our privilege. Who can limit the 
love of the great Jehovah ; or say to the Christian, 
" So deep, but no deeper, canst thou drink ?" O my 
soul ! exert all thy faculties to prove the heights, and 
depths, the lengths and breadths of the love of God in 
Christ Jesus. I desire, from this day, to renew my 
efforts, and to have more intimate communion with my 
Redeemer. In vain I desire to declare the happiness 
of a life entirely consecrated to God. 

June \st — My loving .Father ! grant me grace to 
begin, and, if spared, to live this month more than 
. ever to thee. May every short breath I draw be thine. 
How much is implied in the Saviour'^s words, " Afek, 
' and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full !'" What 
blessed encouragement ! What wondrous love ! " Thou 
art my God, and I will praise thee. Thou art my 
Gt)d, I will exalt thee.*** My consecrated heart, 
rejoice! My loosened tongue, vibrate His praise! 
My happiness increases in the service of Him whom 
I love supremely. I love my parents, but not as 
I love my God. I love sincere friends, but their 
friendship or love disappears before the love of my 
Saviour. I love the beauties of creation, but they 
darken in the presence of his glory. Life I love so 
little, that it is swallowed up ia the thought of a happy 
death. I can leave every thing for the presence of my 
God; and, with permission, "I would clap the glad 
wing, and tower away.'' Transporting thought ! if so 
small a manifestation of his love be so great, so glorious, 
what will be the full fruition of eternal bliss ? My 
declining health, strength, and flesh, are powerful 
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monitors. In one respect, they cause a rejoicing that 
I shall so soon reach the place where I would be ; in 
another, my mind is impressed with the shortness of 
my time, and the necessity of living nearer to the 
fountain bead. Glory be to God ! I have not now 
salvation to seek. O no ! I have a blooming hope, 
and can exclaim, ^^ My flesh and my heart faileth : But 
God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for 
ever.*" 

JimeGth. — I feel the presence of my heavenly 
Father supporting and comforting me, and casting a 
peaceful serenity on every scene. Since the commence- 
ment of my affliction, I have asked that I might be 
filled with '' the fulness of God,"" a^d then be ^' from 
the body set free."" While I was placed in the open 
air this forenoon on account of violent sickness, I 
requested the Lord to direct me to a passage which 
would show me if my prayer was heard. I then opened 
on Psalm vi. 9 : " The Lord hath heard my supplica- 
tion ; the Lord will receive my prayer.'^ I opened my 
Bible again, and read Rev. ii. 11 : ^^ He that over- 
Cometh shall not be hurt of the second death.'" 



PaoBABLY, while some readers may admire the above 
^ssages of Scripture, thus presented to the eye in 
answer to prayer, as highly appropriate, others may be 
ready to say, " This is bibliomancy.'' Bibliomancy 
has been defined by some as being "a kind of divina- 
tion, performed by means of the Bible, and consists in 
taking passages of Scripture at hazard, and drawing 
indications thence concerning things that are future, 
which, when some persons have happened to fix on a 
text of an awful nature, have almost driven them to 
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despair.^ The evil existing in the length, and breadth, 
and depth, and height, of this definition will deserve to 
be discountenanced and reprobated, if it should ever be 
met with. Christianity is equally remote from the 
opposite extremes of scepticism and enthusiasm. Mere 
human systems may verge to the one, or require the 
fAd of the other : But Christianity, being Divine, can- 
not produce or depend upon either. It is a sun which 
shines with unborrowed light, and revolves on the axis 
of eternal truth : Therefore its immutability is secured, 
and its influence exerted, without producing either the 
torrid zone of enthusiasm, or the frigid zone of infi- 
delity. The evil under consideration has not any 
thing to recommend it, as no benefit can arise from it ; 
nor any necessity be shown for it. That no benefit 
would arise from it, will appear from the following 
considerations : — If a child of God, neglecting the use 
of prayer and the exercise of faith, were to have re- 
course to this method in order to ascertain the Divine 
approval of the religious views which he is taking, or 
of the desires which he is indulging, or of the hopes 
which he is entertaining, or of the practices which he is 
adopting, or of the gratifications and delights with 
which he is solacing his mind ; and meeting with a text 
in perfect accordance with his. views, were to receive it 
as a direct, incontrovertible, and infallible communica- 
tion from God, he would thereby grieve God, in pre-^ 
ferring the letter to the Spirit, and would not. obtain 
abiding evidence and comfcnrt, much less that strength 
of grace necessary to the maintenance of spiritual life, 
and to render him equal to the obedience enjoined, the 
. trials appointed, or the temptations permitted, by God 
If a person, accepted of God, were to meet with an 
alarming passage of Scripture, and to conclude from it 
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that he was not in a state of 8alvatiM» inmedilite loss^ 
would be the consequence. If a person, not in a state 
of salvation, meeting with an highly encouraging pas- 
sage oi Scripture were to cry, ** Peace, peace! when 
there is no peace,"^ his condusion would pi^ably {»ove 
as highly injurious, as it woidd certainly be falser 
That there is not any necessity for such an ^pmm^m^ 
will be apparent from the fiu^, that assurance of pei^ 
sonal salvation is not left to be test^ed to the coDsdeaoe 
by any detached text, or by any nngle passage with all^ 
the force it acquires and cmicentsates by being, con^ 
sidered in its connezion. If the government- of the 
natur^ world be not left in the hands of chanee oi 
fate, much less the renewal of a soul in righteousness,* 
or its assurance of the Divine appfobation* No indi* 
vidual is directed by the inspired writers to regarict the 
Scriptures as supplying the primary, sufNreme, a«d^. 
much less, the only testimony ef the Divine apjproval. 
Theetemal Spirit of Truth hasnotl^ the mere letter 
of Scripture ^as the highest, and mudi lem as theory, 
evidence that can be given of acceptance and sal;ration. 
By no means ; for the Holy Spirit is, and will be^ hi»' 
own witness to bis own work, and thereby prove thaif- 
his work and his testimony are those of God-; thii» 
guardii^ against those private and distorted interpreta^ 
tio»s of the Scriptures, by which some mi^t be- misled 
or self-deceived. « Nevertheless, where the testimony: 
of Scripture is subordinated to the infidlible testimony 
of the Holy Sjarit, he will allow, yea, he Tequires,t|;hat 
hia testimony be compared with the Scriptuies, whieh^ 
amcurring as they necessarily must, the point in qoea^^ 
tion will be so confirmed by the two jritnessesy^andfeatfab^ 
lished by a third, (personal experiencef) a»?tonloaVi^ 
neither occasion nor room to doubt whedMir 
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mony proceeded from Himself, or was the effect of 
temptation or enthueiasm. But it may be remarked 
here, tbat while there is no necessity for bibUomaticy, 
(as defined above,) in reference to persona) salvation ; 
ilor any benefit arising from it, to those who thus fool- 
isfaly supersede the Spirit^s testim<my, in receiving the 
information thus presented as all express and immediate 
revelatbn from God, declaratite of their state, and 
demanding instant credence, without the exercise of 
reason or prudence or having recourse to Christian 
conversati(m or to prayer; it is, nevertheless, both 
rational and scriptural for persons, and especially for 
one enjoying the salvation possessed by Miss B., to 
believe in the special interference of the Divine Being, 
$akA to desire, in submission to his will, that he would 
eondeseend to vouchsafe a special answer to their 
prayer, through the medium of His holy word, and to 
believe that he will do so if it would be for their spirit- 
ual benefit. Now as the method of deciding by the 
first verse which may meet the eye has not the autho- 
rity of God for its use, but rather his negative, (the 
Saviour having said,'" Search the Scriptures,'') those 
who for the sake of prompt decision adopt the first 
verse they meet with, will subject themselves to the 
probability of mistaking in points of eternal import- 
ance ; whereas by prayerfully, thankfully, and atten- 
tively reading a paragraph or chapter, a book or 
epistle of the Scriptures, for instruction or confirmatiem, 
they would with mudi more certainty be divinely 
directed, and more lastingly benefited. 

As it respects the conduct of Miss B.^ who, after 
prayer to God for direction, occasionally looked into the 
BiUe for information from the first words she might 
meet with, it may be considered as an experiment to 
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ascertain whether God would, in that way, inform or 
confirm her mind, rather than as being done from a 
persuasion or assurance of certainly receiving specific 
and final information on the point in question. The 
strength of her mind, and the extent of her piety, 
leave no room to suppose, if, instead of the passages 
mentioned under the last date, she had opened on 
John V. 42, " I know you, that ye have not the love of 
God in you C or Matt. xxv. 41, " Depart from me, ye 
cursed,^ &c., that she would have concluded herself 
destitute of the love of God, and under the sentence 
of eternal death. Her dependence on God, which she 
acknowledged in prayer for light, her Christian simpli- 
city, preparing her to receive, her strong faith in G^^s 
special and prompt interference, and her experience of 
such interpositions, would conduce to the acquisition 
of knowledge in this or any other way, so far as God 
might condescend to impart it ; to whose wiU she en- 
tirely and promptly submitted with Christian gracefiil- 
ness. How far entire devotedness to God, Christian 
simplicity, and powerful faith, would secure from the 
possibility or probability of meeting with inapplicable 
passages, will not be decided in this Memoir. In fine, 
dipping into the Bible from curiosity or for amusement, 
where information is not desired, or when it is confi- 
dently anticipated, appears idle and vain. If practised, 
in confidence of receiving infallible direction, by those 
who have but little religious experience, it must be ex- 
brcm'ely dangerous ; and for those who are in a high 
state of salvation it is presumed to be unnecessary, as 
/such are enabled through grace to live by the moment 
in the will of God ; ^* walking in the light, they have 
an unction from the Holy One, and need not take 
thought for to-morrow.*" 
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On the above date Miss B. wrote the following let- 
ter to Mrs. Unwin of Cromford : — 

" Hague Lake, Jwm 16/A, 1623. 

" My Ds:ar Mrs. Unwin, 

^* It affords me great pleasure in writing to you ; 
and I hope you are not grieved that I have not writ- 
ten sooner. I delayed writing, expecting that I should 
be able to fix a time when you might expect to see me 
at Cromford. But in this, my dear friend, I am disap- 
pointed. I never perfectly recovered from the illness 
I had in November. My health has been bad during 
the spring, and is so now. The physician says, that 
I am not able at present to undertake the journey. If 
I be spared a little longer, and have my health 
restored, I hope I shall once more visit the friends 
in that beloved place where the Lord first blessed 
me. But He in:whose hands are the issues of life and 
death, alone knows what he is going to do with me. 
With calm resignation I am willing to live; and 
with triumphant joy to resign my body to the tomb, 
and my happy soul into the arms of Him who gave it. 

^* As I "cannot visit you, do write to me, that by the 
account you may give of yourself and friends, though 
I may be prevented ever seeing you again in this vale 
of tears, I may confidently rejoice in the expectation 
that my blood-bought soul will salute yours in the 
mansions of the blessed. 

*^ I now daily reap the advantages of having wholly 
given myself up to God while in health. The recol- 
lection of those days brings me joy, and the sacrifice 
then made of body, soul, and spirit to God, now 
secures for me abundant consolations of the Spirit, a 
sweet communion with my God, and an indescribable 
happiness of mind ; so much so, that, if God be going 
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to take me, I can giTe up every tUng, parents c^ 
friends, with joy. But should I be spared to Tisit yoii» 
I can then more fully tell you my mind. Excuse my 
saying so little, as I do not fed able to wrhe any longer 
at present. My parents^ love to yon ; mine also, and 
to Mrs. M.^s family individually, to my Glass-mates 
and schodfdlows. In sincerity I add, 

" Yours truly, 

^* M. H. BniTGHAM.'" 



June 9th, — My soul is esDoeedbgly happy : It 
rejoices in Him who hath dad me ia garments of 
sdvation. I can cast my blood4)ought, immortal spirit 
on Him. He can, he will, he has pledged himsdf to 
keep me. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but his 
word shall remain. Away despcmdency and dodbt! 
The Almighty Jehovah has declared that '^ my sun 
shall no more go down ; neither shall my moon widi- 
diaw itself: For the Lord shall be my everlasting l^t, 
and my God my glory .^ Rej<uee, my higUy-fitvcmred 
soul ! What astonishing love, that the God of .^k>ry 
should make me, who am so unworthy, an inheritor of 
such promises ! 

June \Oth. — What a profitable Class^me^ing we 
have had to-night ! I have had sueh an insight into 
my ignorance and weakness, that I appeared tp myself 
the unworthiest of all. But ^^ when I am weak, then 
am I strong.^ I long to feel a burning love and fer- 
vent zeal. My soul is increasing in grace. I have a 
constant settled peace, a firm reliance on my Saviour, 
and a well-grounded hope of immortality. The last 
verse sung at the meeting was. 
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^ F«itfi> nOshftr faith,. teiptopiM mm, 
And lof ks lo that. 4oue ; 
Laughs at impossibilities, 
And cries, ' It shall be done.* ^ 

This has strengthened and lenabled me to trust 
for the accomplishment of a. glorious work in my 
souL 

Heavenly Father ! I do, this tenth day of June, 
fiilly resolve, by thy grace assisting me, to be more 
fully consecrated and given up to thee ; to have more 
frequent intercourse with thee in private prayer ; to 
have a more active faith ; and to live a life of greater 
holiness, constantly having thee before me, that as the 
outward man decays, the inward one may be renewed 
day by day. 

Signed and sealed by me, 

Mary Helen Q Bingham. 

WiTKXSS, 

JVo mortal persony ^ 

The all-seeing God. 

Jfjme Wth, — Felt much impressed with the solem. 
nity of my covenant by wbidi I have bound myself. 
O my God, enable me to keep it. I feel happy in my 
God, and am earnestly longing for the possession of 
my glorious inheritance. I want to see him as he is, 
and to adore before his throne. If thus happy in the 
enjoyment of a small degree of glory, O what will be the 
eternal weight prepared for me, even me ! Glory ! 
Hallelujah ! 



The following day, June 12th, was Miss B.'*s birth 

day, on which she attained the age of fifteen years 

The return of a birth-day generally produces pleasure 
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in young persons, especially in those of a sanguine tem« 
perament, who are pleased with the tide of life^ And 
enjoy it in proportion to its flow, without either fear 
or thought of its ebb. It is usually anticipated almost 
through the circle of the year, either as a season of fes- 
tivity, or as introducing them more fully into the world, 
which, by its alluring appearances, its flattering and 
extravagant piromises, excites desire, inspires with hope* 
and promptly obtains implicit credence. *^ Buoyed by 
flattering hopes, or chained to infatuation'^s gates, the 
youQg frequently promise themselves length of days. 
Time is a pearl, but its excellence is rarely discovered 
until irrevocably lost. It is used more as a toy 
than as a jewel ; and, by the wanton abuse of it, is evi- 
dently rated too low. While man is grasping after 
earthly joys, time still pursues its course, and every 
fleeting hour emphatically declares eternity at hand. 
All things in life point unto one end, and death is in 
every eafthly enjoyment.'^ 

Mark that swift arrow, how it cuts the air^ 

How it outruns thy following eye ! 

Use all peisuasioDa now, and try 
If thou canst call it back, or stay it there. 

That way it went, but thou shalt find 
No track is left behind. 

Fool I H is thy life, and the fond archer, thou. 

Of all the time thou 'st shot away, 

I'll bid thee fetch but yesterday, 
And it shall be too hard a task to do. 

Besides repentance, what canst find 
That it hath left behind ? 

Miss B. commemorated the annual return of this 
interesting day in writmg the following lines :-— 
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lilNES ON MY BIRTH-DAY, JUNE 12,. 1823. 

Yc high and sparkling stars and spheres, 

Your trackless paths pursue ; 
To ffour Cheat OB, and to mine. 

My humble praise is due. 

By His unseen, almighty hand 

Were earth's foundations laid : 
And form and life He gare to all, 

For all by Him were made. 

To Him alone I praise must give : 

From Him my being came ; 
My ransom'd soul shall live to Him, 

And glorify His name. 

Since first I breathed the vital air, 

And saw the quickening sun, 
That mighty orb has roU'd along. 

His daily course has run. 

Through various circles of the year. 

His Maker's praise proclaimed ; 
Pale Cynthia fill'd her silver horn, 

And monthly wax'd and waned. 

Thrice five times Winter's ruthless hand 

O'er nature bore the sway : 
The same has Spring appear'd, and gone 

With. Summer's lengthen'd day. 

The like has Autumn's ripen'd boughs, 

With golden bunches hong : 
While warbling birds, on every spray. 

Their Maker's praises sung. 

With joy unfeign'd,*I now behold 
My natal hour return ; 

And early rise to celebrate- 
That first auspicious morn 

On which my happy infant soul 
First smiled on things below, 
^ Cast a short glancs on objects new, 
Then ignorant of woe. 

G 5 



190 MEMOIR OF 

But O f how dear ta mcm'ry is 

That eyer-bleaaed mom, 
When I, a cfafld of earth, was to 

My heavenly Father bom * 

When fidth*8 strong hand the promise seized. 

And brought my conscaeoce peace, 
Through a propitious Saviour's blood, 

And bade my sorrows cease. 

Pardon and joy I felt ; I knew 

The Godhead reconciled ; 
And read my title clear to heaven, 

As God's adopted child ! 

Sing, O my soul. His wondrous grace : 

The hand that then bestow'd 
Blessings unmerited by thee 

Still keeps thee in the road. 

Though narrow is the way to bliss. 

In Him thou grace canst find. 
Steadfastly to maintain thy fight, 

And leave the world behind. 

If here my life protracted be 

Through many circling yeais. 
And I in age be call'd to leave 

This gloomy vale of tears ; 

O may my soul till then believe 

In Christ her only stay. 
And rest upon His arm, until 

I 've won the well-fought day. 

Then when the sky-writ summons comes, 

My soul shall cross the flood 
With joy triumphant, and shall be 

For ever with my God 1 

Mart Helen Bingham. 
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Jtme 12ih. — ^This day I have completed my fif- 
teenth year, and commenced my sixteenth ; but may 
not live to see the close of it. How I should rejoice, 
to be worshipping before the celestial throne, before 
the return of this my natal day ! But if this should 
not be my lot, may I, at each return, be higher in 
grace, fuller of kre, and increasingly prepared for my 
heavenly portion. I am continually thirsting for and 
aspiring n£tet more of the Ailness of God, of his 
unfathomable sea of love. My present poor attain- 
ments bring heavenly happiness to my ransomed soul. 
While I view the early dawn and rising sun, and hear 
the harmony of hundreds of little choristers, and the 
humming of insects, and watch the setting sun send 
forth his golden beams which tip the horizon with re- 
fulgent dies, the moon rising in peerless splendour, the 
stars twinkling with radiance brighter than the most 
costly diamond, and listen to the evening gale, my heart 
fiUs with delightful joy, and I exclaim, " My Father 
made them all.^ Glory, glory, be to thee, O God! 

June IStk. — In my course of reading this morning, 
I read the last four Psalms, in which the words, 
" Praise ye the Lord,'^ so frequently occur. Day and 
night thb is the language of my happy soul. What 
abundant cause I have to praise God for his abound- 
ing love to one so unworthy ! I have been enabled 
this week to live nearer to God, banishing worldly 
things more fully from my mind. How interesting 
my communion with the Trinity ! But it may be 
iBtronger. Twelve months ago, while exercising faith 
in the atonement of Christ, these words were spoken 
to my heart, " I will, be thou clean.'' Glory be to 
God ! from* that to the present time, I have had the 
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witness of being a sanctified child of God. I have 
• retabed it by simple faith in the atonement of Christ, 
trusting in him for strength ; and the power which he 
has imparted has enabled me to retain it ; and, through 
this, I shall keep it to the end. ^^ But, God forbid 
that I should glory l"^ Mine is not the glory of boast- 
ing, but a calm, silent, celestial peace, with a joyful 
anticipation of my eternal rest. When will the vaU be 
drawn aside, and'^my eyes see the King in his beauty P^ 
I long to declare, ^^ I have fought a good fight,^ and 
leave this poor body, .and soar to my Redeemer. I 
still have reason to believe that my continuance in this 
world will be short. My disorder appears beyond all 
human skill to remove. It is probable that my d^pa 
will soon be closed by consumption. May God grant 
that my career may be shorty but bright. 



The latter part of the above entry in her diary evinces 
much of the sublimed affection to God, and to heaven, 
^' his holy habitation,^ which we find in the following 
lines : — 

Rise, my soul, and stretch thy wings ^ 

Thy better portion trace ; 
Rise from transitory things 

Towards heaven thy native place. 
Sub, and moon, and stars decay ; 

Time shall soon this earth removej 
Rise, my soul, and haste away 

To seats prepared above. 

Rivers to the ocean mn, 

Nor stay in all their course ; 
Fire ascending seeks the sun ; 

Both speed them to their source. 
So a soul, new-bom' of God, 

Pants to view his glorious face ; 
Upward tends to his abode, 

To rest in his embrace. • 
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June 22cl. — My icansomed soul, be yigorous this 
morning in proclaming the praises of thy beneficent 
Creator ; the love of Him ^rho laid down his life for 
thee, and hath saved thee with such a glorious salva- 
tion. This morning I feel peace, and hiq>pine8S, and 
increasing gratitude to God. A Christianas joys,— the 
silent heaven of love, the still small voice of Jehovah 
in the heart, and the response of praise to him, — are 
too sublime for description : But hallelujah ! that ever 
I eiqierienced a plenitude of love. While many I 
fear, throughout the parish, are devoting this day to 
gluttony, and all kinds of wickedness, I hold, in this 
my chamber, a f£ast superior to theirs. I have the 
bread of life, and water from the wells of salvation. 
^^How happy is the Christianas lot!^ Time rolls 
rapidly along, and is bearing me forward to a long 
wished-for eternity. Day and months fly swiftly. 
Mine are flying as a post, and I shall soon be landed 
on a shore of ine£Pable delight, and view the new Jeru- 
salem in her splendour, the temple of the living God. 
Haste the happy moment of dismissal! Religion 
fortifies the mind, and enables its possessor to desire 
that at the thought of which the strongest sinners often 
tremble. To ray Redeemer be eternal praise ! I heard 
a funeral sermon this evening for a member of our 
Society who left a bright testimony, and fell asleep in 
Jesus. I was much afiected with hearing them sing, 
^^ Happy soul, thy days are ended,^ &c. Death has 
lately aimed his unerring shaft at very many near us. 
A gay young person (a distant relation of mine) has 
resigned her fleeting breath : And may not I be the 
next that unerring wisdom may call away ^ How 
necessary to live prepared for death ! 

June 29^A' — ^Another week of my happy life has 
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passed away, and I am so mucli nearer eternity. 
Sturdy I may, wkb Isaiah, call upon rocks, Tal]ey8,and 
mountains to break forth into singing, and aid me to 
praise Him by whom I have been created, redeemed, 
and sanctified. Where God reigns in the heart unri- 
▼aUed and uncontrolled, there is a constant sense of 
acceptance, abiding peace, often rising to unutterable 
joy: Prayer, gratitude, and praise fail not: And in 
the storms of trial or temptation the soul is sheltered 
beneath his wing, or dwells in the haven of his love, 
and rejoices in the anticipation of fiiture ^ory. 
Blessed is he who receives this salvation. Doubly 
blessed is he who ardently pants for more, and presses 
after it, feeling he can triumph over sin and death, 
the grave and hell ; through grace denying worldly 
pleasures any access to his heart : Dead to 

Its idle pomp, and fading joys. 

But thrice blessed is the person who is thus devoted to 
God, and saved by almighty grace, in his youth. I 
have greater need than ever for circumspection, conse- 
quently for an increase of grace. I suppose that few 
young Chrbtians are circumstanced as I am at the 
present. A* * *•* ♦ ♦ * 
« «,» « » • « « « 

**♦♦♦♦♦•♦ 

but " as my days, so shall my strength be.*" 

July 2d, — I have this day parted with dear Mr. and 
Mrs. B., and Miss W.^ probably to see each other'^s 
face in the flesh no more. With dear Mrs. B. I have 
often taken sweet counsel. How my mind recurs to 
the happy seasons we have had together ; and sighs 
for one more ! O what I feel when I think of the 
tokens of love which they have left I But these make 
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separation more painful. They are gone t We are 
parted ! Hope whispers, Perhaps not for ever. One 
day we may meet where parting grief will be over. 
My friends, my dear friends, may we meet in heaven ! 



The following lines were presented by Miss B. to 
her friend, when taking leave : — 

TO MBS. B., ON LEAVING C. 

Adieu ! my deaiest friend, adieu ! 

We must pronounce, *' Farewell : " 
May choicest blessings rest on you, 
As heaven's soft descending dew, 

Where'er your lot to dwelL 

Although on earth we 're called to part, 

And we may meet no more ; 
Yet still, in Jesus one in heart, 
The thought removes grieTs pointed dart, 

And heals my sorrows o'er. 

I soon no more shall view your face. 

Distance of land between ; 
Yet mem'ry will your love retrace. 
And bow me at a throne of grace. 

Where nought can intervene. 

There, where no mortal eye can view 

The feelings of my breast ; 
There, dearest friend, I '11 pray for you. 
With friendship's bond, most pure and true, 

Sincere and unexpress'd. 

O may we each, long as we live. 

The mystic union prove. 
With Him who did so freely give 
His life, by which we both receive 

A plenitude of love. 
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Then each will join the blood-bought band 

On Caoaan'g happy shore. 
With crowns upon our heads shaU stand, 
Forever at our Ood*s right hand. 

And meet to part no more. 

Maet Helen Bingham. 



Jvly 4^A.-— Another medical person has declared 
that my disorder is not a decline, and is treating me 
in a diiSerent way ; but, at present, I am no better, 
and some of the worst symptoms are gaining upon me, 
such as great difficulty of breathing, loss of appetite, 
and debility : But I am happy in mind, and am willing 
to leave all suUunary things. 

Jvly 6th. — My mind has been greatly blessed this 
day. My communion with God has been more inti- 
mate, my peace abundant, and my consolations great, 
though I have an afflicted body. By grace I have 
been enabled to rise in holiness ; and my prospects of 
the future brighten, while the world and its allurements 
fade. I trust my heart is fixed for ever on the rock of 
ages. My time glides happily away, and with tears of 
joy I contemplate what I now experience, and what I 
shall enjoy for ever. Hallelujah I now and evermore. 

What glory beamed upon my soul this morning, 
while on my bended knees I offered my praises to my 
heavenly Father, for my present enjoyments ; through 
my crucified Redeemer exulting over my foes^ and 
claiming the heavenly kingdom. How can my grati- 
tude sufficiently flow for such a throne of grace so ac- 
cessible to me ! 

Juli/ 10th. — I have had a fear of relaxing in my 
pursuit of holiness, while afflicted; feeling myself 
weak and restless, and in much pain. But the pro- 
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mise runs, ^^ As thy days, so shall thy strength be."" I 
feel resigned, and can rejoice and take these as tokens 
of a glorious release from this vale of tears. But 
while I am spared, I pant to live continually to God 
alone. He abundantly blesses me. I rejoice in him, 
and trust, that 

• I Boon shall view his open face, 
On all his glorious beauties gase, 
And God for ever see ! 

July \Zth. — Eternity ! Sublime theme ! awfiil to 
the wicked, but pleasing to the righteous. While 
reading Mr. Wesley'*s Sermon on the subject, in the 
morning, my mind was much impressed with the im- 
portance of a full and constant preparation ; as, in one 
moment, our state may be unalterably fixed. I find 
notwithstanding all past and present manifestations^ I 
still need more. I want to give more evidence to the 
world, that my heart is fixed on the things above, by 
my conversation being more holy. Not that I am 
condemned for improper conformity to the world, or 
for spending my time in vain ^^ babblings ;^ neverthe- 
less, I desire that all I have and am may more fiiUy 
magnify my Maker^s name. My theme is, and I trust 
will be, " Praise the Lord, O my soul. While I live 
will I praise the Lord : I will sing praises to my God 
while I have any being.^ How infinitely happy am I 
in the God who made heaven and earth! Firmer 
than the foundation of the Andes is the ground of my 
redemption, acjceptance, and claim to the everlasting 
hills. Yes, I rest upon the bleeding Lamb. My at- 
tendants (ministering spirits) are more glorious than 
the guards or pages of the most magnificent monarchs. 
But whi^t am I who am thus honoured ? I am aston- 
ished while I declare it, a poor unworthy mortal \ 
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Jvly 90lfA. — The service of God is perfect freedom. 
I feel that I am adTandngin grace ; and, O that I could 
''flay, rapidly drawing near to the consummation of my 
Miss ! I can express my experience this week in 
•St. Paulas words, " I live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me.^ What blessed portions of meat'l daily find 
in my Bible, and what seasons of r^ireshingin prayer ! 
All praise and glory to my heavenly Father, for 
inclining me to seek him while young ! Several times, 
during the last week, I have had this promise applied : 
**Thy eyes shall see the King in his beauty : They 
shall behold the land that is very far off.^^ May I 
steadfastly fix my eye of faith on the great reward, and 
persevere, continually fighting the good fight, and 
receive my God^s approving smile. Amidst all my 
enjoy m^its, and views, and' desires, I feel that 

I. nothing have, I nothing am, 
My treasure is the bleeding Lamb, 
Both now and evermore. 

Death seems very near to me^ and must soon take 
phce unless there speedily be an improvement in my 
liealth. I have not any cough, but gradually become 
weaker, with all the symptoms of the second stage of a 
consumption. The Lord may see good, after trying 
me a little, to restore me again. 

Juhf 22d — I have had a blessed time at the Class- 
meetmg this evening : It was heaven on earth. I 
idunk that I never fdit so much before. I find great 
effort necessary to keep pride out of my heart, when 
my attainments are presented to me, by the enemy, 
as they have been this evening. Praise the Lord, I 
see the danger, and obtain strength to resist. '^ Let 
him that thinketh he stand^th, take heed lest he fidl,^' 
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After ibis ttbBomtion, I feuad etteoumgeniciit in the 
deelaiation, '' I have dioeen ihee,^ and ** will nphold 
diee with die right hand of ^ ny lighteousnesff." May 
I ever desre to my Redeemer's bleeding side : Then 
all wSl Jbe well. I. feel that I am .weak And frail, liabk 
to fidl ; but OmnipotMice is my stqpiport. I felt mudi 
this evening, when my dear fedier, after hairing me 
and my br<H;her dedare our experience, most feelingly 
blessed God fer our salvation, and the prospect of 
parents and dildren singing redeeming love through 
eternity; while my mother, on the other edde of 'the 
roam, testified by her sighs and assents, that she felt 
the same. 

Angust l^ih^^^Ihxmg the lapse of time since my 
last entry, I have been from home at a relation's, and 
have had the privilege of attending the Conference at 
Sheffield. I heard Dr. Adam Clarke and several of 
our eminent Ministers. I was present when the ydung 
Ministers related their conversion, and testified their 
call to the ministry, &c. ; and also on the following 
evening, when they were solemnly questioned, and 
podblicly admitted into fiiU connexion ; after winch they 
were appropriately and feelingly addressed by the 
Doctor. How interesting the subject, and the scene ! 
Upwards of three hundred Ministers of Christ ; some 
of the veterans with hoary locks ; others in the neridian 
of life ; and others of more yootiiftd a|^pearanoe, 
.assembled together : All believing in one Lord ; living 
by one faith ; and pursuing one object, the salvation 
of souls. I had many seasons of blessing and refresh- 
ing ; yet, on the whole, so mueh novelty, as I witnessed, 
dissipated my mind too frequently, and prevented that 
sdose and constant communion with my God which I 
love to feel. Praise the Lord ! after permitting me to 
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behold the venerable Mmisiers of the religious body to 
which I am united, to hear of the conversion of souls 
at home and abroad, and to discover more fully the 
vanity of the world, he has brought me again to my 
retired and peaceftd home, to meditate upon, and to 
praise him for, the manifestations of his power and 
glory which I have heard and seen. My heavenly 
Father still sees it good that I should have an afflicted 
body. His will be done I I view health as a blessing, 
but am so content with my portion, that my mind is 
h.ppy. I am much reUev^ £.m violent pjn. bebi- 
lity, shortness of breath, and pain at intervals, are now 
my chief afflictions. My appetite has suddenly changed, 
and become most cravbg ; but the weakness of the 
internal organs will only admit of my taking small 
quantities of food : Even this produces pain and sick- 
ness. I sweetly anticipate that I 

Shall soon resign this fleeting breath 
And die, my father^s God to meet 

I am endeavouring, by the assistance of grace, to live 
constantly prepared, so that at night I can retire with- 
out fearing the sleep of death ; yea, hail its approach 
with joy ; and can rise, and without trembling recollect, 
that rising sun may be to me the last, and long to be 
a disembodied spirit. O death, where is thy sting ? 
I am conqueror through my Beloved ! How precious 
his love to me ! What joy, yea, what transport, shall 
I feel when he shall receive me to himself, and present 
me to the Father, and crown me with everlasting life ! 
During the last few days my soul has been prospering. 
The Lord be praised. 

August 21«<. — For two days past, I have been 
troubled with wandering thoughts ; but to-day have 
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had my mind moi€ fixed on the object of my chief 
delight and aim. O that I could more rapidly advance 
in holiness, and feel more sensibly the presence of my 
Grod, my J6y and glory ! I have felt a strpng desire 
to-night to walk by moon-light, and almost longed for 
my former health and strength. While viewing that 
orb send forth its rays with uncommon brightness, with 
all the beautiAil shades cast by earthly objects ; and the 
calmness of the air enabling me to hear the bells of a 
distant church, ringing with much sweetness, and 
softened by the distance ; I . began to think of that 
land, where neither sun nor moon will be needed, but 
^f the Lord shall be an everlasting light T" and wher^ 
celestial, music will, sound the glories to which I aspire. 
Then I could rejoice, and bid adieu to health, life, 
friends, and the world with all its toys, and ^* long to 
behold Him arrayed with glory and light from above.'^ 



Such was the poor state of Miss.B.'s health at this 
time, that her parents thought it necessary for her 
to go from home, hoping that change of air, &c., would 
prove beneficial to her. Her attachment to Cromford, 
where she obtained such special favours from the Lord, 
will not excite surprise in those who are young, nor 
e^en those in life's decUne, who vividly remember, and 
with plastic affections fondly recur to, dwell upon, and 
reluctantly quit in imagination or converse, their first 
visits and impressions, their early associates and pur- 
suits. Miss B. was equally capable of receiving and 
retaining an impression ; therefore the prospect of revi- 
siting that place, and of beholding again the romantic 
scenery in its vicinity, and of entering " every place of 
fray^r^ (as she wrote on the 30th of August, 1822,) 
would doubtless prove a great inducement to endure 
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tbe fa%ue which trAvelfiag w^d oecasioft ia h«r 
debilitated state. 

Miss B. reached CromfOTd on the'39th of Augittt,* 
and left it on the 24th of September ; and, after 
spendmg a day at Derby, retarifed to Hague Lane^' 
Her yisit to C, though highly gratifying to herfedings, 
did not contribute to the restoration of h«r. health. 
But how different were her feelings, and how superior 
her enjoyments, in these circumstances, to those of 
some young persons when dedinhig in health, and 
experiencing the inefficacy of a change of scenery, air, 
and regimei, and who have used in vain those Beth- 
esdas to which others have applied with complete suc- 
cess ! Rapidly declining in health, yet at the same 
time *^ without Christ, being aMens from the common- 
wealth of Israel, and strangers &om the coyenants of 
promise, having no hope, and without God in the 
world,^ the objects they once viewed with delight, and 
hoped to obtain, luid secure, and enjoy, now disap- 
pear, or are recedilig, or leave them more distant, or fall 
from their hands, or fail to delight. 

The light of custom and fashion is generally 
regarded, by juvenile persons of ardent minds, as 
the only true medium of vision ; which, while bodth 
was possessed, threw its irradiating rays over r^ooB 
in prospect delightfully interesting, and apparently 
boundless, exciting anticipations of unmingled plea- 
sure. But, in time of affliction, this fake glaie 
becomes feeble, contracts their range of visicm, and, 
while its fitful flickering rays only admit of transient, 
indistinct, and p^lexing perceptions of their object, 
the interval of their i^bdence renders darkness nH»e 
profound, by which reason is bewildered, while 
destruction is at hand^ Their joy, which lingered 
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awfaile from deske to be re-instated, leirr^ci the heart ; 
hope, cldUed by disappointment, no longer series as a ^ 
staff to desire ; courage and fortitude, forsakaof by hc^^ 
deem it vain to contend and endure; despondeney- 
sueeeeds to their post, exclaiming, '^ Miserable com^ 
finrters are ye all ! ^' and death, the foe from which ebey 
fled, is noir inyoked by despair as their best, their only 
friend. It has been said, — 

<^ This world is all a fleeting show^ 
For man's illusion given ; 
The smiles of joy, the tears of woe, 
DeceitM shine, deceitful flow ; 
There 's nothing true but heaven ! 

" And false the light on glory's plume, 
As &ding hues of even ; 
And love, and hope, and beauty's bloom. 
Are blossoms gathered for the tomb ; 
There 's nothing bright but heaven ! 

'^ Poor wanderers of a stormy day. 
From wave to wave we 're driven ; 
And fancy's flash, and reason's ray. 
Serve but to light the troubled way ; 
There 's nothing calm but heaven t " 

* 

The case of such individuals calls for th^ tender sooth* 
ing sympathy of the pious, who should endeavour to 
awaken and direct their attention to the provision of 
the Gospel, assuring them that '^ there is balm in 
Gilead, and a Physician 4here,^^ who still receiveth and^ 
saveth penitent sinners, who is ready to turn their ser^ 
row into joy, and to enable them to praise Him, saying,: 

« Now sorrow, tottfch'd by Thee, grbWr bright 
With more th8nTaptnre*8 ray ? 
As darkiiess shows us worlds of light 
We never saw by day." 
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Miss B. returned from Cromford to Hague -Lane, 
happy ii^ the fayour of God. After having been at 
home a few days, she accepted an invitation to visit 
some friends at Howden in Yorkshire. She reached ^ 
Howden on the I5th of October, and left it on the 
IjSth of November, when she returned to her parents 
with her health considerably improved. Extracts from 
her Diary will show her religious experience, while at 
the above places. 



September let — I arrived at Cromford on the 29th 
ult. O what I feel in being permitted to revisit this 
beloved place, where I made a choice never to be re- 
pented of, giving myself to my Creator and Redeemer. 
With what heartfelt pleasure I recal those days, and 
praise my God that I ever had a being. Yesterday 
was a good day to my soul, though suffering in body. 
What peace, joy, and happiness in religion, when the 
soul is conscious of the divine approval ; all within 
bowing to Jesus ! My soul, feeling its, continued 
dependence on Christ, is striving for, an increase of 
grace, not daring to rest satisfied with yesterday^s sup- 
ply. Heaven is extremely desirable to me. I long, I 
long to be there. The prospect brightens. I feel 
transported with delight in the prospect of quitting this 
cumbrous clay, and of proclaiming on immortal shores, 
^^ Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power '^ to Him 
who redeemed roe. My health appears to be getting 
worse; but affliction gives ardour to my wishes, 
ficgoieing, I exclaim, 

<< And let this^ feeble body fall, 
And let it faint and die ; 
My soul sball quit this mournful vale. 
And soar to worlds on high.!' 
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Sept 16/A.— -I am ashamed of such a chasm in my 
Diary; but, being from home, many things have 
occurred to prevent me writing regularly. Nevertheless, 
during this time, I have proved my God to be a God 
of love, religion inexpressibly sweet,and the presence 
of Jesus heaven below. How exhilarating and trans- 
porting the joys with which my heavenly Father has 
deigned to bless me f How sweetly these lines occurred 
to my mind when I awoke this morning : — 

There is a land of pure delight 

Where saints immortal reign ; 
Infinite day excludes the night, 

And pleasures banish pain. 

That promise in Isaiah xxxiii. 1^, follows me. What 
strength it gives to my glorious hope ! How gladly 
would I relinquish life, and die to behold his glory ! 
O my God ! all thy manifestations of love to thine 
unworthy creature lead my soul to desire the accom- 
plishment of this promise, the consummation of my 
wishes, which are centered in thee. 

My health is rather worse, though the air of this 
place is considered salubrious. My appetite is bad, 
expectoration considerable, with cold clammy sweats, 
and a degree of hectic fever. Several persons have 
informed me, that they think I am in a decline. The 
first inflammation of my lungs affected them so much 
that they are now ulcerated. Be it so ; I can still say, 
Happy ! happy t I have been reading the large edition 
of Madame Guion's Life. She certainly lived very 
near to God ; but there is too much mysticism. 

Sept. 19th. — I felt my spiritual strength much 
renewed at Class last night. I want to be more filled 
with God, and to have my whole heart absorbed in him 
whom I love, that earthly things may have less 

K 
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influence, and nothing, even ^or a moment, be able to 
hide my Beloved from my sight. He is mine, and I 
am his. What a blessed relation ! My Saviour ! 

Thee I can love, and thee alone, 
With pure delight and inward bliss. 

Thou art my all-suiBcient good for time and eternity. 

Sept 2f]th. — I have reached my native place much 
fatigued. What abundant mercies I have experienced 
since I left this place ! The Lord blessed me in my 
going out, and kept me, and brought me back in safety. 
I feel much of his presence, and am happy in him. 

October 19th. Howden. — In compliance with an 
invitation from Mrs. B., I have again left my parents 
and home, (perhaps never to return,) and, committing 
myself to God, reached this place on the 15th instant, 
less fatigued than I expected. I feel a fresh determi- 
nation to devote my days, whether they be many or 
few, to my Redeemer; pursuing my way, holy and 
unblamable, living above all earthly things. I was 
much blessed this morning. The Divine presence 
appeared to surround me with a serenity and sweetness 
like the delightful zephyrs of a summer^s evenings 
which inspire even the carnal with a peaceful yet tran- 
sitory calm. To the bodily eye, only a thin veil, 
through which the eye of faith could pierce, seemed to 
separate me from the joys of disembodied spirits, the 
bosonv of my Redeemer, and a bright and starry crown* 
Softly, but ardently, do the breathings of my soul 
ascend to my God. O that my course was run, that 
my weak body, like yon glorious orb before ine, might 
now sink and set in the arms of death, to come forth 
at that glorious mom, incorruptible, and join my happy 
spirit which so soon in life wduld have gained the 
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blessed shore ! My rising soul exults in the transport- 
ing prospect of such bliss. 

Oct 24^A.— In reading Mrs. Fletcher's Life, I have 
felt abased by the views which I had of my unworthi- 
ness, short-comings, and little progress in grace; 
though I could praise God for the past, rejoice in him 
for the present, and trust him for the future, claiming 
him as my everlasting Father and Friend. I saw my 
fault, — a want of greater earnestness and vigour. I 
awoke in the night with these words upon my mind, 
^' Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of 
the Lord is risen upon thee.^ I rose, and was enabled 
to plead with God for a deeper baptism of the Spirit. 
How I pant for more holiness ! Heavenly Fadier ! 
supply all my need according to thy riches in glory by 
Christ Je&us. 

November 6th* — One year, this day, my dear aunt 
has, I trust, been in a better world ; and frequently 
have I thought, that, before this day, my spirit would 
have been disembodied, and joined hers in proclaiming 
our Redeemer's praise : But I am still spared. Yester- 
day twelve months, I was taken ill, but partially reco- 
vered in the winter. In the spring I relapsed again, 
and, now that winter has commenced, I am recovering 
a little. I feel a desire for the Lord to raise me, and 
make me a blessing to my parents ; but this is in sub- 
mission to his will, and at times seems overcome by 
longings for immortality. Jesus is precious, and im- 
mortality preferable to mortality : But all the days of 
my appointed time will I wait, till my change come. 
My soul has prospered this week. My mind is more 
conversant with heavenly things: The language of 
Canaan more familiar ; and my enjoyment greater. O 
that my lengthened life may show forth his praise, my 
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renewed bodfly strength be spent to his glory, and all 
my invigorated faculties be exerted in running my 
Christian race with increasing rapidity and joy. May 
each succeeding day find me living in closer union with 
my God; every thought more hallowed, every wish 
more resigned, and every aspiration of my heart more 
grateful to God. 

N(yo. 9th. — I have this morning received intelligence 
from home of the death of an uncle in London, but ara 
not informed whether there was hope in his death. I 
was much affected ; but would indulge a hope, that 
when I reach the blessed shore, I shall meet bim with 
others who were allied to me. I can rejoice in the 
thought of there finding ancestors and relations who 
departed this life, before, and since, I entered this 
world. We have a ticket which my great grand-father 
received when Methodism had recently commenced. 
Several of our family have left testimonies, that they 
are gone to Jesus. May I be faithful ; then I shall 
soon follow them. 

N(yo. 11th. — I see more beauty in, and feel more 
the necessity of, humility ; of that heavenly frame of 
mind which renders us more suitable recipients of the 
Divine image and likeness. I trust that by grace I 
am running the race set before me, holding the faith 
delivered to the saints, and bearing a similar testimony 
to the power of Divine grace. I want body and soul, 
mind, memory, and will, more fully sanctified to God. 
My soul breaks out in strong desire for a more sweet, 
deep, and uninterrupted intercourse with God. I 
want to prove unexperienced heights and depths of that 
love which passeth knowledge. Eternal Father ! I see 
my danger : Keep me from slumbering on my arms, 
from being at ease in Zion. Continually assimilate 
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toe to thyself, and ripen me for that inexpressible glory, 
prepared through the Redeemer, and which, sooner of 
later, will be my portion. Glory be to thee, O my God ! 

^ov. 16thy Hague Ijme. — Yesterday in restored 
health, I was brought again to my beloved parents and 
home. Here in my closet, I again raise my Ebenezer 
to my God, the Author of all my mercies, who has 
preserved me in my going out, and coming in, with 
my health and vigour in a measure restored. The 
morning of life, and the agility of youth, I solemnly 
devote to him, resolved, by the strength of grace, to 
employ my days to his glory, and with greater speed 
to run my spiritual race. Glory be to his holy name ! 
I can here testify, that I have a clear evidence of his 
pardoning love, sanctifying influences, a title to and a 
delightful anticipation of eternal glory. 

JVbv. 20^A.— At this season of the year, when all 
nature droops and withers, when the genial sun, during 
his short stay, is veiled by thick fogs or dense atmo- 
spheres, the songsters of the grove cease their lays and 
sit in mournful silence, — shall I too cease to celebrate 
the praises of my God, and hang my harp upon the 
willows ? Is my Sun of Righteousness withdrawn, or 
are his visits shortened like those of the natural sun ? 
O, no ! Do thou then, my happy soul, while in the 
possession of that which makes *' November as pleasant 
as May,^^ be vigorous and constant in thy responses of 
prayer and praise to that great, grand, and sublime 
Deity, who is ever propitious, and constantly blessing 
diee with all temporal and spiritual good. 

iVbv. 23(f. — I trust that I am continually going 
forward, stimulated by his amazing love to me. I bless 
the Lord, he keeps me in perfect peace, and sweetly 
stays my mind on him, weaned from earth and earthly 
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things. He is the supreme object of my love. I find 
substantial joy and happiness in him. Through the 
merit of a crucified Redeemer, my soul claims with 
humble confidence an immortal wreath of light^^an 
inheritance among the saints in paradise. Looking 
upward, my soul cries out, 

'' There is my house tnd portion Mr ; 
Mj treasure and my heart is there, 
And my abiding homei'* 

Amidst all the communications of loTe and of heaven 
which surround me, I have the assurance that God is 
waidng to impart an increase here and the full fruition 
hereafter. I can retire in consdous security, and sink 
in sleep, the image of death ; for his everlasting arms 
are around me. I live continually under a sense of 
heavenly protection. 

Nov. 28th» — I have been indisposed this day or two, 
but my heavenly Father is again blessing me with a 
measure of health. There are two persons added to 
our Class ; and on Tuesday night a member of the 
Class, with two persons firom another village, declared 
the conscious experience of the remission of sins. I 
am prospering; but my progress is too slow. I am 
enabled to resign all to God, and to go forth in his 
might against all my enemies, rising superior to them, 
and longing to proclaim his praise in heaven for ever- 
more. Days are too short to declare his prabe. 

Nov. 30th. — Another month of my life, with another 
sabbath, is now closing upon me. Time is swiftly 
carrying roe to a glorious eternity. This morning I 
took a review of my experience during the last twelve 
months, contrasting my state of mind, and examining 
my improvement in grace. I was nearly overwhelmed 
with a sense of the blessings bestowed upon me by 
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Jehovah. What a highly-favoured, what a happy 
life is vouchsafed to me ! " I will extol thee, my God, 
O King ! and I will bless thy name for ever and ever. 
Every day will I bless thee, and I will praise thy name 
for ever and ever.^' How indescribable the happiness 
arising from " following on to know the Lord !'' His 
grandeur (ills me with sacred awe. The inanifestations 
of his love constitute my happiness. O for language 
more expressive to declare the assimilating operations 
of the Spirit on my poor heart ! I am enabled to 
drink deeper, yet I still want more. I feel grateful for 
the comforts of life, health, friends, &c. ; yet my happy 
soul is so saved from having a supreme regard for any 
of these, that I rathor consider them as emblems of 
something better prepared for me in heaven. The 
bright luminaries of the firmament speak Jehovah^s 
praise, and bring to my mind that I shall be as ^^ the 
sun, when going forth in his strength,^ in my Father^s 
kingdom, where the sun and moon will not be needed, 
the Lamb being its light. The inferior planets, which 
shine with dazsling though borrowed lustre, proclaim 
that, I, in like manner, receive light and life, and glory, 
from the great source, " the Father of lights,'^ who is 
my centre, round whom I revolve. But in the final 
day, when their bright rays shall be extinguished, mine 
will be increased, and shine gloriously through eternity. 
Fine weather, when nature is all lovely, suggests ideas 
of the new earth and heaven, the inheritance of the 
saints ; flourishing trees, of the never-fading trees of 
righteousness. Howling winds, and beating tempests, 
loudly say to me, ^^ There is a land where storms and 
tempests never rise, nor angry billows roar ; where all 
is peace and rest.^ In all the confidence of faith and 
hope, I call that country mine ; and the infinite, the 



152 



MEMOIE or 



incomprehensible Jehovah, my God through the atone- 
ment of Jesus. Tears of joy 611 my eyes. I feel at a 
loss how to describe the Redeemer's love, he is so pre- 
cious ; he is altogether lovely. I am reading Baxter's 
Sainfa Everlasting Rest^ and feel much interested in 
his observations upon the nature, employments, and 
enjoyments of that rest. Glory be to thee, O Father, 
for the gift of thy Son, through whom* I receive a title 
to those mansions of felicity ! I sigh to commence, on 
a celestial harp, the loved employment of proclaiming 
thy praises, and then enjoying thy smile for ever. 

December 7^^-— Loving-kindness and mercy still 
follow me, and increasingly demand my utmost grati- 
tude, — my highest praise. I am daily desiring, and 
endeavouring to be increasingly the Lord's. What 
intense desire I feel to be lost to all surrounding ob» 
jects, in the enjoyment of my God 1 He is my constant 
joy, my spring of peace, my All in «J1, for ever. 
Prayer is such sweet work to me that I can solemnly 
declare, I have no enjoyment in any thing, equal to 
what 1 find in leaving the world and its cares, in un- 
bosoming my whole soul to my heavenly Father, in 
imploring his grace, and in claiming present salvation 
and future happiness, through my Redeemer. This 
day or two, my mind has been unusually blessed while 
engaged in domestic concerns. I want every grace 
matured. I am increasing in grace, though slowly : 
and trust I am ripening for heaven. The end for 
which I have been raised from the gates of death, and 
for which I am spared, is that I may be more fully 
prepared for glory. O that I may have finished my 
work, and fulfilled the designs of my heavenly Father, 
and be quite ready when called hence ! 

Dec* 14^A.— Another Sabbath has passed away. I 
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have had an emhlem of that rest which shall not pass 
away, but be eternal. In the past week I have been 
variously exercised ; but assurance and joy have been 
my chief portion. The work of grace is deepening in 
iny soul. I am following on to a deeper acquaintance 
with his love. I steer my course, viewing with delight 
the rapidity of time which is bearing me to eternity, 
and for which, through Christ, I am prepared. His 
Spirit beareth witness with mine, that his blood has 
cleansed me from sin. O my Father ! thou knowest 
all things, thou knowest that I love thee supremely. 
I look forward with delight to ages of felicity, in the 
full fruition of glory, on which I shall enter when I 
drop this cumbrous clay, depart in peace, and say to 
earth. Farewell ! 

Dec. l&h. — ^On Tuesday night I heard a good ser- 
mon from part of the twenty-third Psalm : " Thouglj 
I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil : for thou art with me ; ^ &c. The 
value of a saving interest in the blood of Christ, at 
death, and the Christianas triumph, and immortal happi- 
ness, were beautifully expatiated upon. Glory be to 
thee, my God, for that experience by which I know to 
live is Christ, and that to die would be gain ! by which 
I feel assured that whether in life, or death^s dark val- 
ley, or bright immortality, I am thine, and thou art 
with me ! — ^thy presence constitutes my heaven, and 
thou art my everlasting portion ! I thirst for more of 
that river which maketh glad the city of God. At thy 
mercy-seat I continually implore more of thy fulness, 
that I may feel thy mighty workings, and the over- 
powerings of thy presence. " In blessing thee with 
grateful songs, my happy life shall glide away."*^ Lord, 
keep me faithful. 

H 5 
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Keep me fioni the world uDtpottedi 

From all earthly passions free, 
Wholly to thyself devoted, 

Fix*d to live and die for thee. 

Dec, 25th, — This day is the anniversary of the birth 
of my blessed Redeemer, in fashion as a man, for the 
amazingly stupendous work of ransoming fallen man 
from those depths of wretchedness into which he bad 
sunk, and those still lower depths of misery to which he 
was exposed. Yea, on this memorable day, the Second 
Person of the glorious Trinity deigned to veil him* 
self in human flesh, to be despised, and acquainted with 
griefs, that we, that I, might live in glory. He hum- 
bled himself, that I might be exalted ; assumed • the 
form of a servant, that we might be conformed to his 
lovely image ; and died that we might live for ever, 
'^ kings and priests unto God."*^ O that my love and 
gratitude to Him may abundantly increase, and all my 
powers be devoted to his service ! 

Dec. 31st — Through the sparing mercy of my God, 
I now close the present year. And shall I be in the 
land of the living, to close another year f Important 
question, which I cannot answer, so precarious is the 
breath I draw ! This has been a year of much indis- 
position, and, apparently, at times, I have been near 
the gates of death. Death has been much in my 
thoughts, and I have been weaned firom some things 
which I expected soon to leave. Thus refined from 
attachment to the things of time, my mind has been 
more fully fixed upon that Jesus whom I love, and 
whom I expect soon to see. I am spared a little longer 
to gain more spiritual strength before I go hence. It 
has been a year in which my soul prospered, rising a 
fev degrees higher in the love of God. But I feel, in 
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the midst of all, that I am an unprofitable servant. I 
might ha^e been farther on my way. A deep solem- 
nity rests on my mind, with a sweet peace, while I 
muse on the past and the present, for I am one year 
nearer my heavenly Canaan. With feelings of grati- 
tude, I solemnly ofier myself to my heavenly Father, 
as a reasonable sacrifice, willing now to close my career ; 
or, if spared, to devote every faculty and every energy 
to his service and glory. Thus I dose the year 1823 : 
Glory be to thee, my God ! 



Thus Miss B. held on her way with increasing 
strength, and efibrt, * and progress, and enjoyment, 
through the year 1823. Truly ^^ the path of the just 
is as the shining light, which shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day."*^ The expressions oc- 
curring at page 91, ^^ O that I had sought the Lord 
sooner ;^' — and at page 89, ^^ I am a loiterer, a great 
loiterer ;^-— do not appear to have htetx common-place 
acknowledgments, inr the absence of principle and feel- 
ing, or such as only produce evanescent contrition, re- 
solution, and e£brt. While she almost halntually 
coveted death, that she might launch into a blissful 
eternity, she was deeply sensible of the value of life ; 
and was zealously faithful in the improvement of time, 
^< holding the fleet angel fast until he blessed her.'^ 
Her spirit, and temper, and conduct, might justly and 
faappQy claim an exemption firom the general censure, 
^^Men think all men mortal but themselves;"' and 
showed a heart deeply impressed with the truth of the 
following sentiments : — 

By nature's law, what may be, may be now ; 

There's no prerogative in human hours; 

In human hearts what bolder thoughts can rise 
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Tlian man*! ptefumptimi on to-monow's dawn ? 
Where is to-moirow ? In another world* 

Much of Miss B.^s success in spiritual attainmentflr 
may, under the blessing of Grod, be attributed to her 
daily practice of holy medUationj in connexion with 
reading the Scriptures and prayer. ^' We have abun« 
dant materials for the mind to work upon. The works 
of God in creation, providence, and redemption ; the 
perfections displayed in these works ; the word of God 
in all its important doctrines, valuable precepts, precious 
promises, attractive examples, and awful threatenings ; 
together with the solemn subjects of death and judg- 
ment, heaven and hell ; are subjects to be pondered in 
the heart. What meditation is, some little understand, 
and all too much neglect. It is opposed to negligence ; 
it is distinct from study. Study is rather directed to 
find out something new ; meditation, the revolving of* 
that which is known : the one is an exercise of our na- 
tural powers, the other more of a holy musing : the 
one has more of labour, the other more of enjoyment. 
When we hear and attend, we mark and learn ; but 
when we meditate we inwardly digest."*^ While, with- 
out reading^ there will be but little knowledge ; and 
without prayer^ no gracious principle formed, or reli- 
gious enjoyment attained ; so, even where attention is 
given to these» unless there be ho^ meditation on the 
most sacred subjects, there will, comparatively, be but 
little recollection of what we read and of what we learn, 
or enjoyment of that for which we pray ; but transient 
visits of divine influence ; but little fixedness of reli- 
gious principle; and, consequently, no maturity in 
grace. Serious meditation, in the light, and under the 
influence, of the Holy Spirit, in connexion with reading 
and prayer, would tend to preserve us from taking su- 
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perficial views of truths which are mterestingly pro* 
found ; firom being satisfied with momentary moral feel- 
ings which ought to be formed into principles ; and with 
solitary or occasional acts, which ought to be repeated 
till gracious habits are acquired and matured. It would 
also be a means of preserving us from indistinct com-* 
prehension and recollection ; from the dissipation of 
mind and indifferency of soul to spiritual things, which 
frequently prevail ; and from the^ hurry, anxiety, 
failure, loss, disappointment, suffering, and unavailing 
regret, experienced by those who neglect the precept, 



/'Mast kkqw thyself : all wisdom centres there." 

It is possible for persons, especially the young, to 
have but little love for home, in a moral sense, and 
rarely to he found there. Some are so wholly engross- 
ed by '^ the spirit and manners of the age,^ as to forget 
and to neglect their own. Some, conforming to ^^ pub- 
lic taste,^ commit themselves to the current of prevail- 
ing opinion, and fashionable amusements, and are 
borne forward by the breeze of noveltt/, through the 
enchanting regions 61 romance, with a rapidity which 
renders the oars of thought superfluous ; fearlessly 
daring the dangers of Scylla or Charybdis, which if 
they ultimately escape, they have only the prospect of 
becoming wind-bound and stationary in the stagnant 
and cheerless Lethe 

What can it avail a person to be acquainted with the 
tinsel splendour of fictitious characters ? or with the 
unnatural combinations exhibited in the monsters of 
j romance, that are no part of God's workmanship, 
belong to no species of beings, and actually occupy no 
place in either hemisphere of our earth, or in any part 
of the wide universe? — ^monsters whose somnUerous 
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and pestifisrous influence, finding access to the hearty 
through the me^um of the eyes and ears, indisposes 
those whom it stupifies for the sober duties of rational 
and domestic life ! Yea, what would it jvofit us, were 
we even to give our undivided attention and admiration 
to the beauties of creation, to the sublime and won- 
derful in die works of God around us, gadding incea- 
santly firom object to object, if we neglect to ^'meditate 
in his law day and night,^ and forget to ^' ecamine 
ourselves ?^^ 

On the vast ocean of Ood's wonders here 
We momentary bubbles ride, 
Till, Grush*d by the tempestuous tide^ 
Sunk in the parent flood, we disappear : 
We, who so gaudy on the waten shone, 
Proud, like the showery bow, with beauties not our own. 

May not some professing Christians stand reproved 
by those sons of science, who assiduously acquire 
abstraction of mind from objects and subjects foreign 
to their favourite pursuits, in order to give these an 
undivided and dose attention ? Equal effort, in the 
fear of God, for abstraction of mind &om the world, to 
acquire more intimate acquaintance with God and 
themselves, their duty and privilege ; for comparing 
their actions with the given rule ; and for weighing 
their motives in the balance of the sanctuary, would 
lead Christians to results, eternally interesting, honour- 
able, and beneficial : While, alas ! the mere philosopher 
may 

Look wondrous wise, 
And equal chains of thought devise. 
His mindy intent on mighty schemes, 
Refutes, defines, confirms, declaims $ 
And diagrams he draws to explain 
The leam*d chimeras of his brain ; 
And with imaginary wisdom proud. 
Thinks of the goddess while he dips the doud. 
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By means of holy meditation, Miss B. more fully 
comprehended, and felt, and remembered the impor- 
tant truths which she read ; was stimulated to pray 
more frequently and earnestly from a fiill, present, and 
abiding conviction of her necessity ; and felt encou- 
raged and emboldened to believe by the assurance she 
obtained of the existence of her object, the extent of 
privilege, and the invincible power of faith in the ability 
and faithfulness of God. 

The following is the first entry in Miss B.^s journal 
in the year 1824. 



January 5ihj 1824. — ^During several days past I 
have felt a deepening of the work of grace in a particu- 
lar manner ; a sweet unbounded freedom of spirit, and 
an exalted feeling which raised 'my mind above sur- 
rounding objects. At first the enemy wanted to per- 
suade me that it was careless apathy ; but the Lord, in 
his goodness, discovered this to me as a temptation. 
I can truly say that my path is brightening to the 
perfect day. I walk in the unclouded light of his ap- 
proving countenance. My peace is as a river : But it 
may deepen and widen. Day and night, my bounding 
heart owns the Saviour^s sway, and echoes to his voice. 
I know not how to describe one hour^s enjoyment of 
'his love, or the sweetness of his blessed service. Did 
I say service f That seems to imply something which 
lessens joy : But no, it cannot lessen it, as it is a near 
union with him, a following him, treading in his foot- 
steps, in holiness and righteousness, with an increasing 
meetness for his eternal kingdom. 

Jan. \Uh. — Felt rather low this morning. I was 
tempted to conclude that my present state of religious- 
attainment is not equal to former times : But while 
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hearing a germon, in which my state was described, the 
Sun of Righteousness arose, and dissipated the clouds, 
and shone with unimpeded lustre on my soul. I must 
have the intercourse kept open betwixt God and my 
soul. I have a longing desire for God ; and can ap- 
peal to him and say, ** Whom have I in heaven but 
Thee P^ I was almost ready to mourn a few days ago, 
while thinking that before another year commenced, 
were I spared, sixteen years of my life would be fled; 
and that the morning was so rapidly hastening away, 
before I had made much proficiency in natural and 
spiritual knowledge. I am rather restricted in some 
branches of the former, by domestic avocations ; but 
this may be a blessing in preventing me from giving an 
undue attention to the works of creation : Astronomy 
and Botany would certainly be the chief. Glory be to 
thee, my God ! I will magnify thy name for ever ! 
Adieu ! then, ye objects of sense and enjoyments of 
time, ye grovelling things of earth ; nobler things will 
I pursue ; my mind shall dwell on more exalted themes. 
He who is the express image of his Father^s person 
died to redeem me, and to cleanse me from the guilt 
and pollution of sin. 

Henceforth may no profime delight 
Diyide this consecxated souL 

I rejoice in the frailty of my earthly tabernacle, and 
look forward to a glorious inheritance, a region of hap. 
piness, where trees and flowers fade not, where storms 
do not invade, nor tempests rage ; where there will be 
no clouded sun, nor pitchy darkness, no scorching heats, 
nor nipping colds ; where the object of my love will no 
longer be veiled from my sight ; nor the infirmities of 
,flesh any more damp my joy ; where " the Lord shall 
be unto me an everlasting light, and my God my glory.^ 
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Jan. I'Jth. — Closed another week of my life, and 
once more put away the cares of the world, to prepare 
for the Sabbath, " a day of delights.*" " How amiable 
are thy tabernacles, O Lord,'' and how refreshing these 
days devoted to thee ! I feel thankful that I have been 
enabled to fulfil my relative duties, and to take an 
active part in domestic concerns, through the increased 
measure of health and strength which has been given 
to me. Perhaps my heavenly Father sees good to 
spare me a little longer to prepare for my removal. I 
trust that I am rising into a far more glorious life of 
holiness. Last week I learned another lesson of faith, 
and prayed earnestly that I might, from that hour, 
afresh devote myself to God. During the first day, I 
exercised strong faith, and retained the evidence of the 
blessing given to me ; but, after a day or two, I rather 
slackened in aeting faith, and found the evidence pro- 
portionably decrease. Now, my happiness increases. 
One night last week, in particular, I felt indescribable 
happiness while meditating on my union, and in enjoy* 
ing communion with my God. I can humbly say that 
I even go on in my sleep ; in my dreams thirsting and 
pleading for the fidness of God. Praise to sovereign 
grace! 

Jan. 20ih — Felt my bodily infirmities depress my 
mind this afternoon ; yet I enjoyed the Class-meeting 
this evening, finding it increasingly profitable. O how 
sweet are these means of grace to my soul 1 how delight- 
ful is that hour ! O my soul, magnify the adorable 
Trinity, thy Creator, Redeemer, and Counsellor! 
My devotion to God, and declarations of love to him, are 
not wild fancies. Beligion is not a chimerical fancy, 
a mere notion, but a deep and celestial work of the 
Spirit on the heart, operating by degress, until the 
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soul is justified, and the whole man is renewed in true 
holiness ; spiritualizing the affections, and refining the 
powers of the mind ; enlargbg and filling the capacities 
of the soul with hallowed joys. It is not a belief of 
doctrines, adoption of creeds, or attendance on ceremo- 
nies, but a continued peace, a sovereign balm for all 
diseases, a consolation under all trials, a support in 
death, and a passport to regions of eternal felidty. 
With delight I anticipate a deeper baptism oi the 
Spirit ; and, sooner or later, an entrance into heaven 
through my Redeemer. 

Jan. 23d. — Time, in its rapid flight, bears away my 
days and hours ; and, shortly, time with me will be no 
longer. How can it be, that the trifles of earth,: which 
I do not love, nor even regard, should so insensibly 
steal upon my mind, and rob thee, my Redeemer^ of 
so much of my thoughts ? Carry on thy work, and 
expel them firom thy temple, and keep it ever dean. 
ConstMitly renew my purification, by the continued 
application of thy all-atoning blood. Deign to keep 
me holy and happy, until my disembodied spirit ap- 
pears before thee, and, with seraph^s tongue, ascribes, 
in celestial anthems, glory, honour, and salvation to 
the Lamb. I languish to escape from these trammels 
of flesh, but would employ life, in preparing for higher 
degrees of glory. 

Jan, 27^A**— I rejoice exceedingly, constantly, and, I 
trust, increasingly, in my God. My heaven-bom soul, 
delighting in his love, struggles to declare, in more ex- 
pressive language, my life of delights, through and in a 
crudfied Redeemer: But here I fail. How shall I declare 
his love, his promises of aid in death, and of eternal 
felicity ? I cannot : But I can say that ^' God is love*^ 
Leaning on bis arm, and deriving support fix>m it^ I 
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leave the world, I trust, unpolluted and unsullied by 
its cares. But O the hope of heaven, and the pledge 
of one day realizing all I now believe for, fills and ele- 
vates iny mind above all earthly joys ! Then I 

Shall view the Lamb in his own light. 

Whom angels dimly see ; 
And gaze, transported at the sight, 

To all eternity. ' 

February Ist — Have been in heaviness the latter 
part of last week : a cloud rested upon me, and I felt 
distraction of mind. Every petition which I offered, 
and every meditation I formed, seemed instantly lost, 
and my soul remained cold and barren. At times I 
felt relieved and blessed ; but the unpleasant feelmg 
soon returned. Yet I had the peace of confidence and 
assurJEince, and could say, '' Nevertheless, I am contin- 
ually with thee ; thou hast holden me by thy right 
hand. Thou shalt (^ide me with thy counsel, and after- 
ward receive me to glory." This day I feel blessed 
and elevated with joy in my Redeemer, exceedingly 
happy under the cheering influences of the spirit, and 
fixed on the firm basis of my Saviour^s atonement. 
Sing praises ! sing praises ! Hail, blessed morn ! 
when I shall awake to a life of celestial happiness. O 
heavenly Father ! keep me till then a meek, humble, 
sincere follower of the Lamb, whithersoever he goeth. 
When the thought presents itself, that growing years 
will add more worldly cares ; bring more of its thorns ; 
expk)se me to the dangerous paths of youth, where 
other objects may present themselves to win my heart 
from its present heavenly object, and lessen that love 
which ascends from a whole and undivided heart ;. I 
am ready to ask, Who shall guide and preserve me (com 
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such snares and temptations ? and feel ready to say^ 
" O God) remove me before such years and days draw 
nigh : prepare and take me to thyself.^ But why am 
I thus timorous ? Jehovah will guide me in all my 
paths ; he will keep me his on earth, and triumphantly 
receive me to glory. Hosannas in the highest ! Pro- 
claim his prabe, and bless his holy name i 

Feb. ^th. — The sun has performed his daily task, 
and sunk in the west. Darkness has covered the face 
of nature as with a mantle of gloom. Birds and cat- 
tle have retired to rest, and man is resigning his cares, 
except those whose deeds are dark and seek the veil of 
night to cover their atrocities. But in this still hour, 
before I close my eyes, I will ascribe praise to the eter- 
nal Jehovah, and declare that his goodness is continu- 
ally extended to me. In his strength I entered upon 
the labours of the day ; have joyfully performed them ; 
and close them happy in his love. I have felt closer 
union with my Maker and Redeemer, the latter part 
of this week. I long, I pant, for the fruition of glory. 

Feb. \&th. — The little choristers of the grove are 
rejoicing in the light of the sun, and warbling the 
praises of their Maker, who, though they toil not^ nor 
gather into barns, daily supplieth them with food by 
his beneficent hand. And shall not my soul, yea, 
does it not rejoice in the day-spring of immortality 
with which it is favoured P But are its hymns of 
praise to God, and tokens of inward rejoicing, so 
constant and continued as they might be P O no i 
I am not perfect, lacking nothing. In every thing I 
want establishing, strengthening, and settling, with all 
the weight of love. Ever-blessed God, thou kiiowest 
that I am thine, and that I love thee ; that thy pre 
eepts are my delight ; and that by thy help I endea« 
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Your to devote my talents and pursuits to thee and to 
thy glory. Come then, most gracious God, since I 
am thine, and visit thy handmaid, manifesting thyself 
more abundantly than thou art wont to do. Stamp 
thy image deeper on this consecrated heart, and height- 
en the holy peace and joy which I feel. I trust that, 
through grace, 

I gain a pure drop of thy love ; 

The life of eternity know ; 
Angelical happiness prove^ 

And witness a heaven below. 

Feb, 22d.-*-ln the beginning of last week, my dear 
mother was again called to attend on my grand-mother, 
who cannot stand many such attacks, (of disease,) being 
upwards of threescore years and ten ; and the manage- 
ment of this large family again devolved on me. I 
have felt the weight of such a burden ; and I fear, it 
has at times prevented me having my mind so fully 
stayed on God as I desire. Occasionally I have felt 
my mind depressed ; but, in applying to a throne of 
grace, I have found deliverance, and proved the Lord 
ready to bless me in every engagement and duty. A 
sweet serenity pervaded my mind when I arose this 
mornings with a sense of the presence of Him " in 
whom I live, and move, and have my being." My 
heart felt much of the heavenly influences of the Holy 
Spirit, and rejoiced in the commencement of another 
Sabbath. In one respect, time seems to make shorter 
(drcles ; while in another, he appears to linger, in not 
having yet borne me to the land of ineflable delights. 
I find abstinencey and occasionally, fasting* (but 

* See '^A Treatise on Religious Fasting; being an Attempt to exa- 
fsdne the Authority, explain the Nature, consider the Design, and 
recommend the Observance of that Duty, with Notes and Illustrations,*' 
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never rigorously, so as to injure my health,) conduce 
to my spiritual prosperity ; the inferior appetites be- 
coming subservient to the spiritual faculties ; and re- 
ligious duties, prayer, &c., are more advantageously 
performed. 

Feb. ^th. — Again at B., I close another month of 
my highly-favoured happy life. Surely such rapid 
revolutions of time will finally, must soon, terminate 
my probation, and usher me into that place where 
time is no more. My soul prospered last week, expe- 
riencing a greater devotedness to God. I think every 
affection, desire, and act, have been his ; offered to him 
and for his glory. My mind has been stayed on him 
and his love ; and, in meditation, my whole heart, has 
ascended to him. The high degree of joy which I felt 
has not increased ; neither has it diminished ; but I 
have felta greater solemnity and awe, and, I think, 
more inward satisfaction. My soul vehemently longs 
for more of the hidden manna, and the river which 
maketh glad the city of God. Nothing less than a 
continued communication of grace, assimilating me to 
the Redeemer's image, can satisfy my needy soul. 
Glory be to thee. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in 
whom I daily prove what cannot be expressed. I rea- 
dily adopt the language of an old writer: — 

*' So much He is to me, 
That I am His, and He is mine, 
To aU eternity." 

March ^th. — It is my only pleasure, it is more than 
my meat and drink, to do the will of my heavenly Fa- 

by the Rev. E. B. Llofd; a Minister of great promise^ highly 
respected, and whose sudden and calamitous removal from an extend- 
ing sphere of uQefuhiess, is deeply lamented by his bereaved famUy, 
and the church of Christ. 
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tfaer, and to feel the influences of his Spirit. My soul 
is stayed by these words : ^^ 1 will dwell in them, and 
walk in them, and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people.'' O my God ! how much thy free grace 
bestows upon me. Thou art my delight, my ceaseless 
source of happiness, the object of my unrivalled esteem. 
I have been preserved another week. The world re- 
cedes and disappears. I feel that the graces of the 
Spirit are deepening and maturing. Who can fathom 
that immensity of love in God, the everlasting Father ; 
that depth of blessedness prepared for me, that in ages 
to come, even through eternity, he might show the ex- 
ceeding riches of his grace, in raising me to such glory ? 
My mind instantly recoils from any object that would 
alienate my affections from my God. The only good 
I seek, receive, and enjoy is a slaughtered Lamb, di- 
vinely fair, the express image of his Father's person. 
No earthly thing shall defile his temple. I am his to 
all eternity. 

March Wth, — I feel more need for watchfulness to 
guard the sacred fire, now that I am continually in the 
world, and have not many opportunities of attending 
public worship. In seasons of retirement, the Lord 
blesses me in his wonted manner. There I receive 
that peace which cometh down from above, with all the 
joys which flow from believing ; and that omnipotent 
power, which has hitherto kept me, will keep me, ena- 
bling me to persevere to the end> that I may receive a 
crown of life. I close another day of my mortal career ; 
rejoicing that I am nearer to that glory which will 
make me far more glorious than that lucid orb before 
me, now presiding over wood-land, hill and dale. Glory 
be to thee, O God ! 

March l^th. — Here I raise an Ebenezer : Through 
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the Diyine goodness I am permitted to see the return 
of the holy Sabbath. I feel a giving-up of myself 
unreservedly to God, soul and body, time and talents, 
thought, motive, word, and work ; beginning and end- 
ing all in him. I truly live in him : Waking, I feel 
that I am his : Sleeping, I have a consciousness of the 
same, and know that he loves me through Him by 
whom I am redeemed. O my Saviour and my Kitfg ! 
Strengthen that bond which binds my soul to thee, and 
bless me with all thou didst on Calvary buy. Let me 
be one with thee as thou art one with the Father. I 
come daily, constantly, eagerly, that I may receive all 
the riches of the Father's grace ; and that I may prove, 
according to his promise, that " He giveth liberally, 
Ad upbraideth not." My prospects brighten for eter- 
nity. On faith's strong pinions, my spirit views its 
eternal reward. I again solemnly offer myself to God. 
I am no longer my own, but thine ; and feel that pas- 
sage applied, ^' But the Lord is faithful, who shall 
stablish you, and keep you from evil.'' I want to sink 
lower ; to be lost in humility and holy shame. 

March 2l8t — Thrice happy and blessed are they 
who enjoy the salvation of God. They are heirs of all 
the immutable promises, and have a title to an eternal 
crown. Great is my blessedness in being led, in the 
prime of my life, to place my affections on my Re- 
deemer, ere they were entangled with the world, and 
enslaved by its follies. I am already reaping the bene- 
fit, of this in my walk with God. Every hour of my 
life is happy. I joyftiUy follow on to know the Lord* 
Gracious Father ! thou requirest me to grow in grace ; 
and love makes my willing fe^t with swift obedience 
move. I long for a greater meetness for heaven. 

March 29th. — My dear grand-mother is alarmingly 
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ni. She appears to be on the borders of the grave. 
I must leave her, and return home, that my mother 
may come to her. It grieves me to part with her. I 
should gladly have stayed, and watched over her to her 
latest breath ; but this eannot be. I think, that, in a 
few days, she will be in eternity. At times I have had 
a strong hope respecting her. I. trust the Lord will 
answer prayer, and save her, and receive her to himself. 

my gracious God ! may she be so prepared as to 
welcome unworthy me to the celestial shores. 

April 4ith. — How gradous is the Lord to me. I 
sink beneath the weight of his manifold m^cies, a 
debtor to his grace, and totally inadequate to render it 
back to him in love and praise. I rejoice, with exceed-* 
ing great joy in my consecration to him, holding coA- 
raunion with him, and sitting in heavenly places. 
Blessed be his name ! I have a good hope, sure and 
steadfast, and cast as an anchor within the veil. 
My name is written in the Lamb^s book of life. 

1 feel a present heaven; yet my soul is stimulated 
to seek a greater salvation, a mighty increase. The 
Lord is deepening his work in me ; and I, through 
grace, am washing my robes white, in the blood 
of the Lamb, that I may walk with him in white, 
being worthy.* 

April 'Jth. — ^We have heard that my dear grand- 
mother, though apparently near death, has obtained 
peace with God, and now testifies the experience of 
pardon ; though, till lately, she did not believe it possi- 
ble in this world. What cause of rejoicing, that, at 
the eleventh hour, the Lord should save her soul ! 

• Wwthy — according to the covenant of grace : the " worthiness of 
meetness, not of merit; a meet receiver^ not a meritorious purchaser'^'* 
of eternal life, of heavenlj felicity, 

I 
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Glory be to thee, my God, for thifl great iostance of 
thy loying-kindness and mercy. I 

April 11 ^A.-— I desire to know nothing but Christ i 
crucifiedy and ^^ to prove his utmost salvation, his ftil- 
ness of loTe.^ I feel that I love him with my whole 
heart, and long for that day when he will be unveiled * 
to my sight ; when I shall be where he is, to behold his ^ 
glory. He will bless me with my hearf s desire. Thou ' 
eternal and all-seeing Jehovah knowest that I desire no 
other knowledge, seek no other good, and desire no other 
love, than thine. I am one of the redeemed returning 
to Zion with joy on my head ; and, through the strength 
of imparted grace, by patient continuance in well-doing 
I shall reach my eternal home. Praise ! praise ! 

ylpril \Gth9 Good Friday s'-^n this memorable day 
my Saviour was rejected, despised, blasphemed, and 
numbered with transgressors; suffering the torture 
inflicted by wicked men and devils ; enduring inexpres- 
sible ponies, even unto death ; giving his life a ransom 
for all. Thus he voluntarily laid down his life to pur- 
chase for rebels, for me, life and salvation ; yea, a glo- 
rious kingdom. He suffered, that, by his passion and 
death, I might be redeemed unto himself, and be 
cleansed, and finally presented faultless, with exceeding 
joy ; and that I might live anSd reign a partaker of his 
throne. Those ^angs which he suffered in the garden, 
and on the cross, j^rocured the blessings which descend 
upon his followers. \ How he prayed when almost over- 
whelmed by his sudferings ! And will not those prayers 
wnich he offered be ^answered ? O yes.'^ and I, in the 
new Jerusalem, wit^ ten thousand times ten thousand,, 
shall sing, " Worthir is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and itches, and wisdom, and strength,^ 
and honour, and glojy, and blessing." 
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April 18/A, Easter Sunday. — Conquered now are 
sin, and death, and hell ; /or Christ is ri^en, and has 
obtained a complete victory, and opened a tiew and 
living way through the rent veil of his flesh. Having 
overcome, he has ascended to everlasting glory^ and 
sat down on his throne, requiring us to follow in the 
way which he has prepared. I find, according to his 
word, my way to heaven is through crucifixion and 
resurrection. Praise his name ! ^ the body of sin is 
crucified ; the lusts of the flesh nailed to the cross and 
entombed ; and I have risen with him that I might live 
a life of " righteousness and true holiness.'" ^^ Being 
planted in the likeness of his death, I shall be also in 
the likeness of his resurrection.^^ I would follow him 
more closely in all things, and be increasingly con* 
formed to his image, that I may be perfect in him ; one 
with him, even as he is one with the Father. I feel 
that my Saviour has conquered my latest enemies ; and 
soon, having finished my course, I shall joyfully appear 
with him in glory. May I be faithful. 

April 20th. — Two years ago this day, my heavenly 
Father sealed a pardon on my heart, and gave me an 
assurance of adoption into the family of heaven. I 
want quickening and filling with all the life of love, 
that I may live more sensibly in God, and expedience 
a closer union with him. I want a deeper p^ace, a 
more holy joy, a more lively faith : Then I shall more 
clearly and constantly ^^hold the Lamb tliat was 
offered for me; and, through him, I shall view the 
Father. Hitherto the Lord omnipotent has kept me ; 
and I trust he will be my keeper to my latest hour ; 
and that, in my dying hour, I shall testify his grace 
and love, and reign with him for ever. 

April 25th, — Glory be to God, for the enlightening 

I 2 
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influences of his Spirit bestowed on unworthy me. 
When I arose this morning, my mind seemed vacant 
and unfixed. I mourned on account of it, and prayed 
that the Lord would show me the cause. Glory be to 
him for revealing it to me while in private. I see that 
while I have been endeavouring to fulfil the calls of 
duty, in attending to temporal things, my mind has 
been too much occupied with them. Unconsciously I 
have given them to<\ much of my thoughts, and have 
not lived so dead to the things of time as I ought ; 
therefore my heavenly FatTier could not communicate 
to me so fireely and abundantly as before, until he had 
convinced me of the cause, and enabled me to resume, 
with diligence and delight, my life of entire devoted- 

ness to him. 

May 2d. — ^How insignificant appears all created 
good. Yea, all the beauties of creation, though lovely 
in their nature, appear as shadows. I admire them, 
but they cannot satisfy me. Nothing but the love of 
my Redeemer, and the beatific vision, can fill my heart. 
He calls me to leave these created things, and walk 
with him in gardens of his love, to be solaced with hea- 
venly fruits, and to eat meat with which the world is 
unacquainted. I feel my bounding heart obeys his 
voice, owns him as its Lord, and, leaving all sublunary 
things, enjoys a heavenly peace in communion with the 
Lord of life and glory. O my God ! thou hast declared 
that I shall one day see thee as thou art. In thee do I 
put my trust. Thy word, thy promise, is firmer than 
the pillars of heaven, or the bars of the mighty deep : 
And, fully relying on thy faithfulness, I rejoice in the 
prospect of soon quitting this world of allurements, 
which is vanity of vanities, for thy courts above, where, 
^ithbul interruption, I shall follow the Lamb. There 
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Iny soul shall no longer gasp and seek for thee whom 
it lovetfa, in the glowing beauties of the inanimate 
creation, which silently seem to say, " We are not He ; 
we are only specimens of his power, and greatness, and 
goodness.''" O, if thy works here are so grand, what 
must the heavens be, where thou reignedt in unclouded 
majesty and glory ? What must be that bright abode 
prepared for thy saints ? Rejoice, O my soul, abun^- 
dantly, and contemplate the possession of such glory 
through the blood of the Lamb. 

May 5th. — What beauty in holiness ! How admi- 
rable and lovely ! And this may be received and 
enjoyed in the present life. What flowers of rich per- 
fumc) and delicious fruits of grace, are gathered by 
those who follow the Lord, holding sweet converse with 
him ! Glories after glories burst upon the view of the 
soul as it advances iii holiness, changed into the Savi- 
our's image from glory into glory.^ How refreshing the 
plenteous dews of his Spirit ; and how sweet when we 
are conscious of progress, approaching to maturity in 
grace ! O my God, how much remains in thy immen* 
sity of love, to be bestowed upon, and enjoyed by, all 
thy sincere followers I 

May 9th. — My heart is fixed upon, and filled with, 
Jesus ; whose love causes it to rise in rapture, and to 
fall in astonishment, while I contemplate the riches of 
his grace, and the glory that will be mine. An inde- 
scribable peace pervades my mind ; and faith, hope, 
love, and gratitude, struggle in my breast ; and praise 
bursts from my tongue. I ardently long to go forward, 
till I take my last triumphant flight, and lose myself 
in his rays of glory. 

May \6th. — Truly, O God, thy Sabbaths are my 
delight. How happy am I in the choice of thee \ free 
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firom all entanglements beneath, seeking and knowing 
no good but tbee. 

Bkit with the leom of finite good, 
Mjrtool is ligbtenM of its load. 
And seeks the things above. 

I am happy in glimpses of glory, in fcnretastes of 
hearen. I rely on Jesus as my Shepherd, who leads 
me beside the still waters of comfort, and feeds me with 
the fruits of his vineyard. Lord, hasten the day when 
death shall seal all my tows, and fulfil all thy promises. 
How can I express the ardour of the flame that bums 
within, and the depths of those joys bestowed on mel 
I think that I enjoy the blessings of Bunyan^s Pilgrims 
in the land of Beidah. Day and night, sleeping and 
waking, I hold converse with the glorious Trinity. 
I am unutterably blessed. Heavenly Father, lead thy 
&voured child to a closer walk with thee, and finally 
receive me to realms of everlasting glory. 

May 23d. — The paths of the Lord are pleasant to 
my soul, and I rejoice in the way I have chosen. I 
am enabled, by grace, to make a surrender of all I have 
and am ; enjoying a mystic life in Jesus, in whose wis- 
dom and might I exult, glorying in a crucified Re- 
deemer. I find more need of, and feel more love to, 
ardent prayer. I daily feel stimulated to press for- 
ward. I feel lost in speechless wonder, when I con* 
sider the glory and majesty of my Redeemer, at his 
second coming to judge all nations, and to give to his 
saints their portion of everlasting glory ; and that I, 
if faithful, shall then be owned of him, designated be- 
LovKp and blessed of the Father, and be conducted 
above all ruined worlds, and burning elements, to his 
eternal kingdom, and behold his face without a veil, 
where I, as he has said, *^ shall shine forth as the sun/ 
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May 30^A.— My times flies swiftly, as an arrow shot 
from a bow. Month after month passes on ; each ap- 
pears smiling, as if its stay would be long, and then 
departs for ever. I awoke this morning with these 
words on my mind : " The living, the living shall 
praise thee.^ It is a mercy that I am a living monu- 
ment of his love, and not of his fieroe indignation so 
justly merited : nevertheless, I hope soon to be a bright- 
er monument, in regions of blessedness, praising my 
Redeemer, with cherubim and seraphim, and ^^ the spi- 
rits of the just made perfect.^** Many have been my 
exercises through the past week. The enemy has daily 
endeavoured to reason me out of that faith which 
claims the assurance of full salvation. In every prayer, 
and after every religious duty, he has assailed me, that 
he might blast my blooming hope of futurity. But, 
glory be to the Strength of Israel ! He has establiaited 
my heart ; and these temptations have led me, more 
fully, to appreciate the blessings of a clean heart, and 
an immediate readiness for glory. I am no longer safe 
than while I see and feel my utter helplessness. Jeho-^ 
vah declares that he will bless and keep me, &om hence- 
forth, even for evei^. Faith claims and applies the pro^ 
mise ; hope springs up, and views a steadfast course, 
and triumphs in the prospect of immortal happiness^ 
While musing on, these things, strength is imparted ; 
all enemies seem vanquished, even death the latest foe ; 
and love, burning with desire, would immediately press 
to the possession of those blessings which were so dearly 
bought, yet amply provided. Rejoice, O my soul, in 
the arm omnipotent : fear not, thou shalt win the day. 

June 1«^. — O most gracious God ! I rise this morn- 
ing with a solemn determination to live tmreservedly to 
^hee this month ; following on to *^ apprehend that 
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for which I also am apprehended.^ A consdousaess 
that I am pressing forward affords me daily joy. \ 

Lord, in the strength of gimce, 
With ft glftd hewt end free, 
Myiel^ my lesidue of days, 
I oonaecnte to thee. 

June (kh, Whit-Sunday. — O that on this glad day 
the Lord would come to his temple, and.fiU my soul 
with unutterable joy ! My happy soul still finds, its 
all in a crucified Redeemer, walking in the light of his 
countenance, delighted with his love, filled with his 
joy, and stayed upon him in peace. Snares may beset 
me, as I advance in youth^s slippery paths. Lord, 
guard thine own, and keep me faithful. Thy favour 
is better than hfe. What an unspeakable blessing, that 
I |im preserved from the follies and vanities of youth, 
and saved from the pomps and pleasures of the world ! 
Heavenly Father, thou gavest me power to set my 
heart to get true wisdom. I praise thee, thou hast 
begun a good work, thou hast set my feet upon a rock ; 
increasingly communicate thyself to me. I long, t 
faint, for the joys of thy presence in glory. Break in 
upon my heart with radiant glory. 

June \2th. — Time, in its quick revolutions, has once 
more brought my natal mom. 

God of my life, to thee 

My cheerful sonl I laise J 
Thy goodnes* hade me he, 
And still prolongs my days : 
I see my natal hour returfi, 
,And hless the day that I was born. 

The sun has closed sixteen drcuits, and now com- 
menced the seventeenth, since my immortid spirit, in 
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connexion with its frail tabernade, entered this world. 
Such was the state of my health twelve months ago, that 
I could not presume on another year : Nor can I now, 
on another, though in better health ; so great is the 
uncertainty of life ! Yet, O my God, I praise thee : 
Living or dying, I am thine. I prefer a life in heaven : 
But a life on earth, enjoying thy favour and love, is 
paradise indeed. I feel a momentary regret that these 
sweet mornings of my days are hastening away so fast : 
But this subsides, and gives place to the exhilai'ating 
ccHisideration, that they are devoted to thee, and sweetly 
blended with the joys of religion ; and that the unim- 
paired and unencumbered faculties of my soul are 
exerted to secure a crown that fadeth not away, and 
which may be mine ere I have experienced the cares of 
riper years. Animating hope ! I shall one day go to 
Him who has cleansed me from all sin, in his • blo#d, 
who continues to keep me, and is ready to present me 
blameless to the Father, with exceeding joy. 

June l^th. — O my God, I know that I am freely 
invited to all the riches of thy grace ; yet I do not 
receive them in such plenitude and power as I desire. 
Enable me to receive of thy fulness, and grace for 
grace. I praise thee for a heart believing, true, and 
clean ; and that thou fillest it with constant peace and 
joy. I rise in thy love, live in thy favour, lie down 
under thy smile, and repose under thy protection. 
Early, late, yea, continually, my heart is happy and 
fixed. How delightftd are my seasons of retirement, 
secluded from all sublunary things. No created thing 
yields me happiness : I derive all from the bleeding 
Lamb. O that I could more rapidly rise to inconceiv- 
able heights of holiness. I find that there is yet much 
for me to do ; and earnestly cry to God, that I may 

i5 



HISS K. H. BIVGUAM. 179 

June 29^%.-~Bles8 the Lord, O my soul ! I feel 
much stirred up to seek a closer walk with Grod^ 
Most gracious God ! I now renew my covenant with 
thee ; and solemnly, in the strength of grace, here give 
myself wholly, body and soul, mind, memory, and will, 
to thee, the ever-blessed Trinity ; vowing, by Divine 
ttid, to serve thee ardently and constantly, to my latest 
breath, loving no other good than thee. Now heavenly 
Father, I am not my own, but thine. Possess thine 
own : Dwell in me continually, and grant that this 
covenant, made with a willing heart, and now sub- 
cribed by a ready hand, may be ratified in heaven.. 
Here I set my seal, that thou art true, and that with 
all my heart I solemnly subscribe myself thine : and 
pray that this engagement may not rise up in judg- 
ment against me, but rather furth^ me in my way to 
glory. Amen ! and amen ! 

Maey Helen >|< Bingham. 



We here find Miss B. formally renewing her cove- 
nant with Almighty God. This will not excite surprise 
in those who merely consider, that her health was agaii^i 
beginning to fail. But she was farther disposed to 
renew her covenant, from a full conviction that loss 
might be experienced, that higher salvation might be 
realized : Hence she formally pledged herself to in- 
creased devotedness to God, that he might more largely 
communicate spiritual influence, by which she would 
be preserved firom defection and loss, introduced into 
higher enjoyments, and thereby realize eternal gain. 

There are many instances, in Scripture, of solemn 
covenants entered into by God and his people ; some 
of which are peculiarly interesting. These were not 
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BM>fe neoeisary and solemn, than beneficial to the 
people «f God, while faithfully observed by them. 

Some persons are afraid to enter into these solemn 
engagements, from the knowledge they have of their 
own infirmity, fearing they should break their covenant, 
and have g^reater guilt, and corresponding punishment ; 
therefore they consider it safer not to give this sacred 
pledge. There is cause to fear that the conduct of 
some professors, in refusing or hesitating to enter into 
covenant with God, arises firom the absence or weak- 
ness of spiritual principles; their, hearts beingunafiected 
with the importance of eternal things ; not yet resolved 
on a life of self-denial and entire devotedness to God ; 
being unwilling to present body, soul, and spirit, as a 
sacrifice to him. Does not this unwillingness sometimes 
arise from an idea, that the strictness and continued 
efibrt implied in such a covenant would be a giving up 
of that liberty which they desire to retam, not for the 
commission of gross sin; but for relaxation, and (what 
they consider would be) innocent accommodation to 
circumstances, in reference to themselves and others ? 
The defect, apparent in such individuals, arises from 
their unsanctified affections, and proves that their hearts 
are not right with God. 

It may be thought, and said, by some, that love, 
springing from a sense of obligation, may supersede the 
necessity of solemn covenant, preserving us from tranef- 
gression, and stimulating us to the observance of Divine 
precepts. Xove, arising from a sense of obligation, 
and of present and eternal interest, aught to do this : 
but there ^re many waters of trouble which may extin- 
guish its flame ; many earthly objects which may cause 
it to wane, and lessen its heat, until it becomes cdd. 
Certainly circumstances may occur, in which l^^o 



MISS M« H. BINGHAM. 181 

would have greater influence than mere bond; but 
there may be others, in which bond may mfluence the 
conduct in the absence of, or when there is only a low 
and insufScient degree of, love to the Supreme, and of 
gratitude to him for favours received. Those who are 
sincere in heart need not hesitate to bind themselves to 
God, by solemn covenant, as all the grace requisite for 
obedience is provided and promised ; and as all the 
profit of obedience to him will be their own. Those 
who are truly wise will evidence their wisdom in resolv- 
ing on entire devotedness to God, and in covenanting 
with the Lord, that, in the day of temptation to evil, 
their covenant may be l^ept in mind, and help to keep 
them pure; that, in abounding trouble, they may 
remember Jehovah^s covenant with them, and have 
their ^^ hearts fixed, trusting in him, not fearing evil 
tidings.^ 



July 6th. — ^Yesterday I experienced a gracious an- 
swer to prayer and faith, and now am happily exempted 
from a great trial. How remarkable this providence 1 
Glory be to God ! The Class-meeting, this evening, 
has been a heaven on earth. I have sat under the 
droppmgs of the sanctuary, and my happy soul was 
filled with the Saviour^s love. I am happy indeed. O 
my Redeemer ! I live to thee. I walk in the light of 
thy countenance, and by faith behold thy glory. If I 
had ten thousand lives, and as many tongues, I would 
gladly devote the whole toothy service and praise. My 
life glides sweetly away, gUded by the joys of commu- 
nion with thee. I trust that I shall increase in hea- 
venly meekness, and continually rejoice in the posses* 
sion of grace, and in the prospect of glory. 

t/t% llth.'^I mourn that I do not receive more of 
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the fulness of the erer-blessed Deity. Smely I am 
not sofficienfly in earnest at a throne of grace, and fail 
in exercising yigoroos faith, though God waiteth to 
impart abundant hdiness, and angelical happiness. I 
now lie at thy feet, my Sayiour : Mould me as the pot- 
ter'^s day : Teach me what thou wouldest hare me do, 
and lead me in the way everlasting. How infinite thy 
loTe in making me, not a vassal, but thy free, adopted 
cbOd, an heir of heaven, to reign with thee ! How 
great thy love ! Thou wast degraded, diat I might be 
exalted ; wast wounded, that I might be healed ; and 
diedst, that I might live for evermore. This love de- 
mands my life, my all ; and to thee I have surrendered 
body, soul, and spirit. What is this world to the 
glories of the new Jerusalem ? I long to cross the 
flood ; but long as I am destined to live, I will praise 
thee that such glory and happiness will be mine at death. 
July 16^A.— -Gracious art thou to me, most holy 
Father ! Thou lovest me with an everlasting love, 
and wiliest me immortal joy. Though much oppressed 
by bodily infirmity, I prove the sufficiency of thy 
grace. Parent of good ! how manifold are thy works, 
how manifest thy wisdom I At this season of the year, 
luxuriant nature displays her ripened stores ; the cul- 
tured garden teeming with delicacies for man, and the 
valley's sward with food for beasts. But ah ! how 
ungratefully are thy favours received by man; thy 
hand being but rarely acknowledged, or thy name 
praised, by many who liV down or rise up, forgetting 
who it is that giveth the fruitful rain, the vivifymg sun, 
and increase to the fruits of the earth ! No wonder 
these minor things are disregarded, while, alas ! the 
great oflers of divine mercy are slighted. How ex- 
tremely happy should I be, were my mind entirely 
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abstracted from worldly things, except when absolutely 
necessary to the proper discharge of relative duties ! I 
regret that worldly things, in any degree, prevent that 
dose and incessant communion with my God which I 
want to enjoy. I bless God for the degrecf of this to 
whidi I have attained 

Jvihi 22d. — I cleave to the Lord ; for the world is a 
vacuum ; and the more my mind is engaged in it, the 
more I mourn in feeling its emptiness, and that my 
enjoyment of God is not greater, as I find substantial 
bliss in him. As I advance in years, domestic concerns 
devolve more fully upon me, and more thought con- 
.ceming them seems necessary. May I labour to enter 
into the heavenly rest. What ! have heaven without 
striving to attain it ? O no ! I must fight the good 
fight of faith ; then mine shall be the victory of the 
cross. May my thoughts be more fixed on my Re- 
deemer, who ismy wi8dom,righteousnes8s, sanctification, 
and redemption. Day and night. He is my theme. 

July 25th. — I have had one thing to learn this 
week, viz., to bear having evil thought and spoken of 
me unjustly, without feeling impatience or murmuting. 
At length I counted it joy, and could glory in sufiPering 
this new cross, and endeavoured to walk in the steps of 
my Bufiering Redeemer. Thy paths, O Lord, are 
delightful to me. Thy Spirit cleanses my conscience 
firom dead works, quickens and renews me in righteous- 
ness, enabling me by grace to conquer nature. I know 
that I am led and guided by the Spirit, through the 
merit and propitiation of the Son, to the fulness of love 
in the ever-blessed Father. I solemnly declare that 
the power of grace has transformed my mind and all its 
powers, and given me a preparation for glory to which 
my soul is ready to take its flight. 
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AuguBt 1«^-!— Another month has commenced its 
rapid march. These petty divisions of time will soon 
cease, and eternity, with idl its glories, unfold to my 
view. Eternity ! — I pause on the word. Though 
solemnly awful, it is delightful, being divested of its 
terrors to the Christian. I have had a good week« 
enjoying more of the divine presence ; and once, or 
twice, in particular, felt the abounding joy. My soul 
has been quickened in seasons of retirement. In what 
perfect peace has my soul been kept, when experienc- 
ing many trying things ! O God ! I cast myself con- 
tinually on thy almighty love : in thee do I live ; or 
rather, thou fulfillest thy promise, — that thou ^* wilt 
dwell in them, and walk in them ; and be their God, 
and they shall be thy people.*" What sublunary 
charms can vie with the riches of thy grace ^ Or, what 
created thing enhance my happiness P None i In the 
fulness of the ever-blessed Trinity, is all I want and 
deek, for time and eternity At times, I fear, that my 
improvement in grace does not keep pace with the flight 
of time. O that I were more vigorous and diligent. 

August Qth. — My gracious God ! where shall I 
begin to speak of thy loving-kindness and mercy which 
have continually followed .me? From thee I have 
unutterable joy ; being favoured with thy presence, 
sustained with thy love, and led on from grace to grace, 
in hope of seeing thee in glory. I know the Lord is 
carrying on his work ; but I want my mind to be 
incessantly fixed on him who is its source and centre. 
Lord, increase my faith. I want the flame of prayer, 
and love, and praise, continually to ascend from my 
heart when engaged in temporal things. How sweet is 
the divine presence, and how great the joys to which I 
am hastening! 



I 
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Jugttsi 15th. — ^My theme is still the same, — Glory 
be to God and the Lamb for ever I — ^and I hope to 
continue it, till in heaven I take my place. It is my 
one great business here, so to live, that I may die in 
sure and certain hope of a joyful resurrection and glo- 
rious immortality. This strict life of unremitting dili- 
gence and holiness is neither irksome nor gloomy. It 
is rather productive of peace and happiness, enabling 
its possessor to despise the transitory riches of this 
world, glorying in those which are substantial and 
eternal, which " moth and rust do not corrupt ;^— in 
those which are laid up where '^ thieves do not break 
through and steal."" 

August 19^A.— I found profit while reading the 
sixteenth Psalm, from the fifth verse to the end. I 
can adopt the language of the Psalmist. Yet, O my 
God, I am still unprofitable to thee« O that I could 
more fully prove that promise, " I will dwell in them, 
and walk in them,"" &c. I want a continual sense of 
the presence of God. I have been favoured with 
interesting views of the glorious Trinity, and of my 
privilege in participating the divine nature, and of 
having the riches of grace and glory. Rejoice, my soul ! 
serve Him with greater alacrity, love Him with greater 
-ardour, adore and praise Him with greater fervour. 

August 25th. — I am, in some degree, advancing in 
grace, and find the Lord truly precious : He is, even 
now, my ^^ exceeding great reward."" He is the soul of 
my believing soul. What a heavenly serenity I feel ! 
I now find that he dwells and walks in me. With what 
joy I now tender him my heart ! Though invisible, 
he is with me, and I shall soon be with him in realms 
of light. How my soul longs to be with him there ! I 
loye him, not as the miser loves his gold, or as the 



186' MEMOIR OF 

libertine loves his pleasures : my love is superior, it is 
heayenly. I would that I could more fuUy express it, 
and enjoy far greater measures of it. Joyfully I give 
myself to thee, my God, desirous that every breath 
should be thine. 

August 29/A. — Glory to God ! Week after week 
rolls on, bringing me greater enjoyment. Ineffiibly 
sweet are the joys of his presence. In communing 
with thee, my God, sublunary good vanishes, and all I 
fed is the silent heaven of love. Thy word declares 
that those are blessed who die in thee ; and I venture 
to say that those are unutterably blessed who live in 
thee ; yet doubly blessed are they, who, after limng to 
thee, die in thee. I thank thee for the life I now live, 
sequestered and saved from the world. Thou art the 
end of every thought, desire, and search ; yea, my aQ 
in all. To thee I look, on thee depend. Give strength, 
I beseech thee, to my faith, constancy to my love, 
ardency to my prayers, fervency to my devotion, and 
perseverance to the end : Then will I eternally pro- 
claim thy praise. 

September let, — O matchless love! O boundless 
grace. ! — that I, even I, am a member of his mystical 
body, a partaker of his nature, and shaU finaUy be 
blessed with his glorious presence. I have lately felt 
an increasing degree of holy peace. I am exceediingly 
happy in the love of my crucified Redeemer. Reposing 
on that eternal rock, my soul is unshaken, and calmly 
sits above all earthly diings. I begin this month as 
though it were my last, surrendering myself with im- 
speakable joy to thee, my God. O what hast thou 
prepared for me in glory ! As I jcannot now fathom 
the depth of one mementos enjoyn^pnt before the throne 
of the Lamb, what will be the heights and depths of 
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eternal bliss ? I will adore and bless thee for ever and 
ever. 

Sept 8th. — I am unutterably blessed, dwelling ia 
loYe, cheered by the presence of God, and in haying 
my path illumined by the light of life. My unworthy 
soul pursues her way, but not so rapidly as she ought. 
Far deeper would I sink, and higher would I rise, into 
the image and love of my blessed Redeemer. In resist- 
ing evil, I am rewarded with my hearths desire, expe- 
riencing greater nearness to God, and larger communi- 
cations of his love. 

Sept liith. — On the l]th and 12th instant, I had 
not abounding joy, though in possession of a settled 
peace. I arose this morning in a happy state of mind, 
and, this eyening, I haye a lively faith in God. The 
two last days, I have had a closer walk with my Re- 
deemer, ^^whom haying not seen I love; in whom, 
though now I see hun not, yet belieying, I rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and fidl of glory.^ I now retire 
to rest, happy in his love, and ardently thirsting for 
more. With a blooming hope of heaven, I now close 
another day, prepared, not only for the tmage of death, 
but for the reality, and to rise in regions of eternal bliss. 
I desire to be constantly preserved from entering upon 
trifling conversation. The more I separate from the 
world, and become a co-worker with the Spirit, the more 
I find my soul transformed into the image of the 
Father. I am thrice happy in my Saviour^s love. Glory 
be to thee, my God ! thy law is my delight ; thy ser- 
vice is sweet ; thy paths are peace,; and though they 
may be too narrow for some persons, if thou, my Lord, 
but give me strength to walk, and uphold me in them, 
thou mayest make them narrower if it please thee. I 
iind the path narrower, as I rise higher ; and perceive 
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that a fall Would be more awful, and that there would 
be greater diflSculty in recoyering what I should lose. 
These thoughts tend to keep me humble at the foot of 
the cross. 

Sept \2th. — This week my soul has advanced in 
grace. Such a week I have not lately spent: My 
whole heart has gone out after God. I have felt, in 
spirit, a greater coming out and separation from the 
world ; and have enjoyed more of the presence of God. 
With temporal and spiritual blessings, he maketh my 
cup run over. Compared with his excellency, I count 
and renounce all things as dross, that I may be found 
in him. <' God forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world i» 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world.^ The Holy 
Scriptures are greatly blessed to me» O Lord of hosts ! 
how amiable are thy tabernacles, thy word, and thy 
ways. As I rise on the wings of faith, thou bearest 
me toa land beyond the region of the shadow of death. 

Sept, 26/^.— ^My present communications from God 
are superior to those which I formerly received. Now 
the illuminating influences of the Spirit are on subjects, 
and exhibit to me blessings as my privilege, with which, 
till recently, I have been unacquainted. I am called 
to leave the views and feelings, and the measure of the 
spirit of prayer, faith, and holy diligence, in which my 
spiritual life commenced, and those ako in which it has 
increased. These must give place to more extended 
views, more ardent feelings, and more efiicient exertions, 
which must be daily changed for still greater. What 
heights and depths of holiness are discovered to me, by 
the Holy Spirit, in the word of truth ! My soul longs 
for these with an ardency which I cannot describe. O 
how I covet those blessings ! I thank God for what I 
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have received; for permitringme so frequently to ^^ sit 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus,^ for the precious 
union I have enjoyed with him, and for delightful and 
transporting views of his glory. But with humility I 
declare, that my craving soul will not be satisfied, till, 
at the fountain head, I drink to all eternity. 



Miss B. knew that her spiritual privileges, in this 
world, were equal to the capacity which the Almighty 
God, in the exercise of his infinite wisdom, could give 
to her immortal spirit. Fully convinced, that whatever 
enlargement of view, or increase of enjoyment, she 
attained, there were still undefinable, yea, inconceivable 
lengths beyond it, in the vast expanse of Christian pri* 
vilege, she kept on the wing, rising in her upward flight, 
igrom grace to grace, which changed her into the Savi- 
our^s image from glory into glory. Thus leaving the 
misty atmosphere of the world, her sight became more 
clear, and strong, and penetrative. Her distance from 
the blessings, thus daily coming within the range of 
her vision, was sensibly diminished. Her pinions of 
faith were lengthened and invigorated by prayer, and 
were rendered more apt by constant exercise ; while her 
love, with increasing energy, impelled her onward, 
e:^hibiting such a strength of attachment, and an ardour 
of pursuit) for " tfiQse things which are before,^ aer 
proved that she h^d not only lefi, but had forgot, or 
ceased to have her mind occupied and solaced by, or 
satisfied with, ^' the things which are behind,^ 



The high-bom soul 
Disdains to lest her heaven-aspiring wing 
Beneath its native quany. Tired of earth, 
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And this diurnal scene, she springs aloft 

Through fields of sir ; and, hovering round the son. 

Beholds him pouring the redundant stream 

Of light, tin she, o*enrhehn*d and swallowed up 

In that immense of being, gains her goal—' 

For not in humble nor in brief deUght| 

Not in the fitding echoes of renown, 

Power^s puiple robes, nor pleasure's flow'ry lap. 

The soul should seek enjoyment : But from these 

Turning disdainful to an equal good, 

Through all the ascent of things enlaige her view. 

Till every bound at length should disappear. 

And infinite perfection dose the scene. 

On the day of the last date. Miss B. caught a violent 
cold ; and, having a cough at the time, she became very 
unwell the following morning. As she became worse, 
medical aid was procured. Her strength continued 
to decline, and a rapid consumption threatened speedily 
to extinguish the vital flame. A physician was called 
in, and the progress of disease became less rapid. 
While her friends, in tears around her, were expecting 
her removal, she had confldence (as she wrote about 
the close of November) that the silver cord would not 
then be loosened, for that was not the time for her 
deliverance. She adds : ** I am now a little stronger, 
but my heavenly Father knoweth what will be the issue 
of this affliction : His will be done, granting me perfect 
resignation. I long to have my warfare over, and to 
be in heaven. My dear mother (who is approaching 
her ninth confinement) was, in the height of my afflic- 
tion, trebly tied to my heart, considering her as unable 
to attend to her family, and mourning my expected 
removal : Nevertheless, grace is sufficient*'^ 



December r 12th. — Abundant praise and glory be 
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ascribed to the ever-blessed God. I am here this 
morning, the living, the living to praise thee, as thou 
dost not yet see good to give me a crown of glory. 
With the declining year, Thou increasest a little my 
bodily health and strength, that I may win the well- 
fought day, and rise to my eternal reward. May my 
heart ever be free from all below. I happily know that 
^* whom the Son maketh free he is free indeed.*^ I seek 
not, I want not, this world's good. This tabernacle 
repeatedly shakes, and presents to my view my removal 
to a world of spirits. I only desire life that I may 
live fathoming the depths of grace, and meetening for 
the immediate presence of my Redeemer. Praised 
be his name ! I do experience this in some degree ; 
but I desire much more. To-day, for the first time, 
since the commencement of my late affliction, I have 
walked a few yards in the open air. The Lord be 
praised : I rejoice in his full salvation, and know that 
at the appointed time I shall behold his face in 
glory. 

Dec. 19/A. — Where shall my wondering soul begin 
to recount the mercies of another week of my existence, 
in addition to those temporal and spiritual blessings 
previously received P My heavenly Father has Seen 
good to bless me with an increase of bodily strength, 
though I am still very feeble. I praise him for the pro- 
vidence and grace displayed in my partial recovery : Not 
that I shrink from death, nor less ardently desire to be 
in glory ; but because I see that many blessed ends 
pay be answered by my life being spared. 

To thee, benign and saving Power, 

I consecrate my lengthened days ; 
While, marVd with blessings, every hour 

^haU speak th^ co-extended praise^ 
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Be an mj added lift employ*d 

Thine image in my loiil to see ; 
Fin with thyself the mighty void : 

Enlarge my heart to compass thee. 

Dee. S^th, — ^I sat up rather later than usual to-night, 
that I might be present at the quarterly renewal of the 
Society Tickets. I can scarely recollect ever having 
had such a refreshing season to ray soul. I know that 
I am ^^ Christ^s, therrfore Abraham'^s seed, and heir 
according to the promise.^ 

Dec* Slat — ^What an amaasmg providence, that I 
am spared to see the end of this year ! It was believed 
that, ere this time, I should have had a place in that 
land where sin and sorrow never enter. Many are 
surprised at what God has done for me, in regard to 
my health. Praise and glory be to his name, for the 
ten thousand times ten thousand blessings he has he^ 
stowed upon me in the year that is past. In sickness, 
I had most loving and tender parents, every earthly 
comfort, all that could be procured by them ; and, 
above all, I had their prayers. Am I less favoured 
in spiritual blessings ? O no. In the months that 
are past, th^ riches of grace in Christ Jesus have been 
mine. I have, through the Son, enjoyed the love of 
the Father. A constant heaven has been mine ; & 
dependence upon him, and a certain hope of glory. 
To this moment, by his grace, I possess the witness of 
the Spirit, that I am renewed in love, and am going to 
attain the heights of his grace. I have not been left 
alone in the fire of affliction. He who is my everlasting 
portion never forsook me. Though I had but little 
power of thinking or acting, all was well, for God was 
with me. J feel him precious : He is all to me. He 
has kept me in the way ; in temptations he has sup- 
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ported me ; and with unknown communications of his 
love he has delighted and filled my soul. He has 
brought me to this moment ; and soon, on shores of 
eternal happiness, I shall sing his praise. I conclude 
this year, perhaps my last, lost in the view of His 
goodness ; ^and whether I spend another on earth, or 
not, it will be well ; for to '' live is Christ, but to die 
is gain.'" To the great Three-one, that inhabiteth 
eternity, my God, be " glory, and honour, and power, 
for ever.'** 



With what equanimity of mind, and weanedness of 
soul from the world, and even from life itself, Miss B. 
closed the year 1824 : ** I conclude this year, perhaps 
my last, lost in the view of his goodness ; and whether 
I* spend another on earth, or not, it will be well; for 
to live is Christ, but to die is gain." An Emperor 
exclaimed, " I have lost a day ! '' and the Psalmist, " O 
spare me, that I may recover strength, before I go 
hence ! " The subject of this Memoir appeared to live 
actually and habitually prepared for death. While 
some only seem to be conscious of the progress of time, 
with the changing seasons of the year, 6r the diurnal 
motion of the earth, or by the hourly stroke of the 
clock, without receiving its admonition, or any feeling 
of regret, or any stimulus so to improve the future as 
to redeem the past, she appeared to be so conversant 
with moments, and so diligent in their improvement, 
as to exult in their flight. Each rising and setting sun 
uniformly found her possessing " that peace which 
passeth understanding,'' and generally " rejoicing with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory.'' She regarded the 
4idvice of Cowper : — 

£ 
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^' ContempUtey when the sun dedines. 
Thy death, with deep reflection ! 
And when again he rising shines, 
- Thy day of resairection ! " 

Few, if any, young persons ever had tiieir raindf 
less occupied with fearfbl forebodings, as feverish and 
restless anticipations of the fiiture, in reference to this 
world; or found more enjoyment in time present, 
which, while passing through it, she thriftily used, 
laying up treasure for that eternity to which the stream 
of time was so rapidly bearing her. 

It is scarcely possible to review the experience of 
Miss B. without perceiving that her progress in grace, 
which, during the first few months after her conversion, 
was as rapkt and manifest as the growth of ^^wiDows by 
the water courses,^ acquired and gave her the aj^ar- 
ance of a cedar in the garden of the Lord, folly ready 
to be trans^anted into the Eden above. The diligeiice 
and fruitfidness of a Christian convert, rather than the 
length of time which has elapsed dnce his reception of 
pardoning grace, should be regarded, in forming^ an 
estimate of the extent of his piety. As to the leogAi 
of experience, the Rev. John Wesley ssys,. *^I make 
little account of it ; I measure the dqith and breaidtli 
of it. Does it sink deep in humble, gentle love P Does 
it extend wide in all inward and outward holiness ? If 
so, I do not care whether they are of five, or fire and 
thirty years^ standing. Nay, when I look at Miss — ^ 
or Miss — , I am ready to hide my &ce r I am ashamed 
of having set out before they were bevn. Although 
there is much advantage in long* experience, and we 
may trust an old soldier more than a novice ; yet God 
is tied down to no rules : He frequently works a great 
w ork in a little time. He makes young men and womea 
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wiser than the aged, and gires to many, in a very short 
time, a closer and deeper communion with himself, than 
others attain in a long course of years. B — and P — 
B — « are witnesses. They have both home huge con- 
tra^cticm : And P •— has stood such shocks as might 
have oversdt some of the most establiiedied souls we have 
in London."" 
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January 9thj 1825. — To the supreme, all-wise, 
eternal God, be praise fiir ever and ever ! He still 
sees good to prolong my life. What his will is con- 
cerning me, I know not. At times I think that I shall 
sink into an early grave. This mortal, yet heavenly 
charge is so fer enfecibled, that I think it will never 
be restored to perfect soundness, till, by omnipotent 
power, it shall be raised immortal and incorruptible. 
I feel a renewal of all the vows, desires, and intentions 
of ray life, which, at different times, I have made of 
being entirely his ; a temple of the Holy Ghost, pos- 
sessed by none but God. I would cleave to the bleed- 
ing Lamb : No other love in earth or heaven would I 
enjoy. To ray heavenly Father, and crucified Re- 
deemer, I again give myself, wishing to live no longer 
than I live to his glory ; and, at the appointed time, 
to die in the full triumph of faith. O may I, with my 
latest breath, be able to declare the privilege which I 
have enjoyed of being cleansed from all sin. Whether 
my change shall come sooner or later, 

that without a lingering groan 

1 may the welcome word receive ; 

drop this earthly load, and go to my Beloved. Faith- 
ful to death may I remain, and mine shall be the crown 
of life. 

Jan, 11th. — -I fully intended staying at the Class- 

K 2 
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meeting this evening, but was prevented by increasing 
indisposition of body. How I felt, having to retire 
prior to the meeting ! When shall I be favoured with 
the opportunity of once more spending a precious hour 
with the children of God in that means of grace ? But 
thou, most gracious Father, knowest that thy dispen- 
sations are the best. Give me but the constant enjoy- 
ment of thy love, and I leave all other things to thee 
and thine almighty care. 

Jan, 16^/t. — I trust my soul is still prospering, and 
following after more holiness of heart and life. Before 
my sickness, I daily and hourly employed my mind 
with vigour in the pursuit of heavenly things. But 
now I am overcome by weakness, and am unable to 
think connectedly of any thing, and am tempted to feat 
that I do not serve God so earnestly as I did before 
ipy sickness. Yet I know that the Lord has in mercy 
afSicted me. The desire of my soul is the same, 
though the body is not so capable of aiding its pursuits. 
Glory be to thee, O my gracious God ! thou art my 
portion ; thou art my All in all. I desire nothing but 
thee. Thou art ten thousand times more precious, 
more valuable, than all that can be desired. where 
would be my comfort, what should I do wotr, without 
thee, O my God ? What could support and stay my 
mind .'' What could give me comfort in th^ prospect 
of death, if I were destitute of thy love, my Father ? 
To thee I fly ; in thee is the haven of rest ; and 
assuredly I know, that, when the storms of life shall 
cease, thou wilt receive my soul through Him who 
loved me. With what pleasure I call to mind the scenes 
and feelings that attended the giving of myself to thee ! 
Hitherto thine have I lived ; thine may I die, an^ be 
for ever thine. Yet, while I live, let me enjoy closer 
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communion with thee, experience more holiness, stron^r 
faith, unclouded views, and more than ever know that 
thou art a God of love. 

Thou, Lord, on whom I still depend, 
Wilt keep me faithful to the end : 
I trust thy truth, and love, and power, 
Will save me to my latest hour ; 
And, when I lay this body down. 
Reward with an immortal crown. 

Jan* \^th. — The Lord be praised for all his mercies : 
1 have this night again enjoyed the privilege of meet- 
ing in class, and found my soul refreshed. These are 
precious means on earth, and foretastes of future glory, 
and stimulate me to strive for possession. From weak- 
ness I could not say much ; but when in yon bright 
abodes, I shall more freely tell the wonders of Imman- 
JueFs love. 

Jain^ 23d. — Sabbath after sabbath dawns upon me 
here ; and soon, I trust, the day-spring of an eternal 
«abbath will appear. The Christianas triumph is cer- 
tainly great ; yet little can a reader or observer conceive 
of the great conflict, when nature is called to leave all 
-that is dear, clinging by many unthought-of threads : 
But glorious is the victory { Gracious Father, accept 
my oiFering ; a body weak and frail ; a spirit aspiring 
^fter thee; a soul entirely Xhine. To Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, I surrender myself joyfully ; knowing 
that, when my warfare is over, prepared by the Spirit, 
received and beloved by the Son, I shall be admitted 
to the glory of the Father. A little more striving and 
fightbg, and I shall be crowned. Through mercy I 
have the " pearl of great price ; ^ and I, unworthy I, 
^hall land in glory. Praise the Lord ! 
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• The foUowiDg is Miw B-'b last eataj in \m Aarff 
which win show, as the Rev. W. Ck>ultas observes, in 
the « Youth's Instructer^ for 1836, (page 334,) that 
" as long as she could reooid the dealings of God with 

her, she continued to bieallie after more of the mind 
of her Saviour, and to have the sixongest confidence in 
him ; accompanied with a conviction that it was pos- 
sible for her to faU ; but even thjs did not damp her 

joy." 
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February 13^A.-**For some tittie I have been inca- 
paciuted by affictionfinr writing. Through the bless- 
ing of my heavenly Father, I have recentl;f lec^v^^ 
some benefit from medical assistance. I shoiilid rejoice 
in the recovery of my health, were it his.sovdreig^ wffl ; 
and if not, I rgoice, because I shall go to glory. This 
week my mind has been wonderfally blessed, and I 
, "^rove the sweets of divine 'love in comniunion with 
"^ ^od I have been led more to the throne of grace, 
and feel more divine energy, and can glory in J^riiovah's 
mighty name. He is still to me in sickness ^ thiA I 
proved him to be i^ healA. He is my strength; my 
life, my all, both for time and eternity. My evcEr 
blessed Redeemer is wisdom, r^hteousneis, sanetificiBr 
tion, and redemption. I am blessed in him. The 
small appearances of reviving nature cheer me in oon* 
templation of either enjoymg them here^ or that I diall 
soon be an iahidbitant of that land where {^ner flovezs 
bloom ; while little warbling birds remiBd meof swedfir 
and better praises ; and ten thousand gJittering orbs 
seem to say that I shall contemplate *^ nature's God." 
I feel not the impulse of enthusiastic joy, butthe»«reet 
overpowering influence of the Spirit, from the fiilness 
of the Deity descending upon me. What am I, to be 
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^80 Ueesed, and marked out as an heir of glory ? Loid, 
keep me ! May I lose no gems of that bright crown, 
-but be faithful. I firmly believe, that^tintil I am past 
the reach of mortal and immortal foes, I am liable to 
falL But if death seiie me in my armour, then I may 
ibr ever bid adieu to temptal^s, doubts, and fears. 
My soul goes out in* strong desire and prayer for more 
holiness and love. I cannot rest : There is m<Nre for 
me. Jesus may be yet more predous : I may be more 
holy, happy, and meet for heaven ; and to press for- 
ward is my charge. O ny Father ! grant it to me 
through thy beloved Son. 

So when on Zion thou shalt stsnd, 
And all heaven's host adore their King,' 

I shall be found at thy right hand, 
And free from pain thy glories sing. 



Thds dosed the Diary of this interesting young 
person. From this time, het health and strength 
dedined apace, and rendered her incapable of continu- 
ing the fdeasing and profitable exercise of recording 
her holy meditations, and Christian experience* In 
health, she had evinced an aptness to learn, and a 
cheerful readiness to perform, the good and acceptable 
jsnd perfect will of God ; but she was now called to 
sufier, and to endure hb will, in extreme ddbility, and 
pretraeted pain, to the close of her mortal life, proving 
dbat unto her it was given, not only to bdieve and 
rejoice, but to pass through a fiercer and more extended 
flame of trial, ere she was permitted to enjoy the beatific 
vision, and to reign with her Lord. Happily for her, 
this last affliction had not so much to detach her from 
the world, and to purify her from dJoy, as to expand 
and mature the passive graces. 
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'When those persons who have only sought their 
happiness in earthly things are unexpectedly visited 
with disease, threatening them with the certain, and 
speedy, and violent extinction of life, how often does 
the world instantaneously disappear from their view, 
extorting the confession, *' Vanity of vanities ; all is 
vanity ! ^^ Then, apparently unconscious of all around 
them, they look to ^e heavens above, as if expecting 
instantly to see the Judge of the world appearing to 
punish them for rejecting his glorious Gospel, or for 
neglecting his great salvation, and feel destitute of 
hope, paralyzed by fear, incapable of effort, filled with 
confusion, and overwhelmed with despair ; as if over- 
taken by 

A fieiy deluge^ and without an ark. 

Professors of religion, who have not followed the 
Lord fully, generally find, when visited with heavy 
affliction, a lack of divine consolation. Then occupied 
with, and overpowered by, the conviction of not having 
the entire raeetness, absolutely necessary as a prepara- 
tion for heaven, and uncertain how few the moments 
that remain for obtaining it, they anxiously occupy 
these in prayer, for assurance of acceptance, or for 
purifying grace ; whereas they might have lived to God, 
sanctified body, soul, and sphit, actually and habitually 
ready, praising God, in the enjoyment of strong conso* 
lation, patiently and calmly waiting for their dismis- 
sion *^ from a sufiering church beneath, to a reigning 
church above/^ 

It is a great blessing to possess, in health, that 
measure of grace which fully preserves from the cap- 
tivity of worldly and sinful allurements ; but it is a still 
greater blessing, to feel, in affliction, equally free from 
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the wretched tyranny of disappointment and murmur- 
ing, of surprise and alarm ; enjoying religious consola- 
tion, cheered by assurance of present acceptance, and 
exulting in a good hope through grace, of realizing 
final victory and eternal bliss. 

It is possible for serious characters, while in posses- 
sion of health, to conclude that the whole of their reli- 
gious views, and feelings, and conduct, solely arise from 
the operations of the Holy Spirit upon their minds, are 
entirely under his control, and demonstrate an establish- 
ment and maturity in grace; not considering, and, 
therefore, making no abatement in their estimate for, 
favourable local circumstances, and especially for the 
exhilarating flow of animal spirits which generally 
enables those who possess it, to think, and feel, and act 
without laboured effort, closing their religious avoca- 
tions with a freshness and vigour unabated by exertion. 
But, in severe affliction, local circumstances, if not 
unfavourable, are generally unavailing; as the soul 
then cannot either eat, or drink, or lean upon the 
** goods laid up for many years ;'' and more especially, 
as they will rather have a tendency to depress than to 
exhilarate the minds of those who, by trusting too^* 
much in them, have abused them, and deceived them- 
selves. Hence in the absence of human aid, or in 
experiencing its inefficiency, or that of outward things, 
while their sufferings abound; their professions of 
religion are tested, and their religious attainments more 
correctly ascertained. Those who, while in possession 
of health, did not, in their religious feelings and exer- 
cises, clearly distinguish nature from grace^ but gave 
themselves credit £[)r higher attainments than they had 
actually realized, have, when called to suffer strong 
pain, been astonished at their former self-adulation, 
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dtttremngly expoienced s lade of cpiritiid strength 
snd ooBSolation, of holy foititode to endure the pains 
of death, and of Chiiirtian courage to meet their God. 
How necessary then for professors, while in health, to 
have an abiding convictioa that ^* the Lord is a God 
of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed ;^ that 
*^ the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all 
the imaginations of the thoughts.^ Such a eotmctioti 
would tend to vender them increasiagly caxefiil to realize 
dtyine inftuenee, and, in the prescribed course of obedi- 
ence, to press towards the mark, frequendy and impar- 
tially analyzing their princi^es and BM>tive8, and 
weighing their actions in the even bidanoes of the 
saactuary. How apparent the wisdom, and how 8id>- 
stantiid and durable the happiness, of those who deady 
distinguish between that which is merely animid, and 
that which i» truly spiritual; cenduding that their 
growth in grace is only in proportion to thetr increas 
in the latter, mddng this the grand object of then* 
desire and effort These persons, doubtless, will pos- 
sess a competency of grace in die commencem^it of 
their affliction, and proTC through its progress, to its 
crisis and close, that their ** sufficiency k of God.^ 
The pious $f^ happy subject of this Memoir had 

Health, that pain and death defies^ 
Most vigorous when the body dies. 

From February to the end of May, the fatal disease 
continued its ravages, daily exhibiting symptoms of 
increasing conquest, whidi left her sorrowful patents 
without hope of her recovery. On perceiving dieir 
sorrow in beholding fa^ 6u£fering6,»and their aaguish 
of mind in the anticipation of her removal, she said to 
them, " Do not grieve : I am very happy.^ 
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An intimation hsviag bem given to her, abeut ^bt 
wee]^ before her death, of the possibility of her recovery, 
she said, << O what hard work it would be £pr tne to 
return to those things which I haye given up ! ^ About 
a week after this edie said to her mother, ^^ Now I know 
that I shall die : The Lord has given me a token ;"" 
but added, diat she was only at liberty to infc»rm her 
mother in part of the nature and particulars of the 
communication made to her. One evening, when her 
eyes caught the rays of the setting sun, she observed, 
'^ My sun will set to rise in Jesus.^ On her mother 
relying, << My dear, it will ; but thou must instruct 
us, that we may be ready to fixDow ; ^ she repfied, 
^^ Grace for one-<'^aoe for allr^^^oot me-^-Christ all 
in all.'' 

Though worn down, and nearly eidiauated by her 
sufferings, she fdt much concerned for the spiritual 
welfare of her broths T., who was not dien the sub- 
ject xi£ converting grace. By earnest entreaty, and 
stimulating encouragement, she prevailed upon him 
instantly to seek the Lord with dl his he«rt ; and he 
obtained a knowledge of salvatum, eiperiencing the 
remission of his sins. Thus in death she became ^^ a 
savour of life unto life ;^ and the parents, while antici- 
pating a speedy and painful bereavement, in the remo- 
val of a daughter^ whose ^' glory was lighted at the 
skies,'' had, ere she set in death, the happiness of 
witnessing the deliv«r«ice of a son from the power of 
darkness, and his translation into the kingdom of grace. 
This was a glorious victory, obtained over satan, while 
experiencing the prostration of her natural strength ; as 
she not only had her own soul for a prey, being covered 
with, and reposing beneath, her shield of faith ; but was 
roused and animated, constrained and impelled by 
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Christian and fraternal love, to grasp '^ the sword of 
the Spirit,'^ and the weapon called " all prayer,'" by 
which she rescued a beloved yet captive brother 
out of the hands of the mighty, enabling the parents 
to exclaim, ^^ Though our daughter dieth, our son 
liveth.'' 

At the request of Miss B. all her brothers were called 
into her room, about a week before her death, that she 
might ^ve them her dying advice. They were much 
affected by the suitable, the eternally important truths 
delivered by their dying sister, on " the verge of hea- 
ven.^ The eldest brother could not refrain from prais- 
ing God aloud, in having a sister so near to glory, and 
in the belief that, were he called, he was willing to go 
with her. May the convictions which they then 
received, and the resolutions wMch they formed while 
under the gracious influence then resting upon them^ 
be abiding, and increasingly influential, till the day of 
Christ ! Then they, with their sister, will appear with 
Him in glory. . 

Such scenes as the above powerfully tend to ^^ abate 
the glare of life, which often blinds the wise C and also 
^' to rouse souls from slumber, into thoughts of hea- 
ven;" for 

Smitten friends 
Axe angels sent on messages of love ; 
For ns they languish, and for us they die. 

On Wednesday, June the first, she asked for her 
books, and divided them amongst her brothers and 
sisters ; and then said, ^^ Take them away ; I have now 
done with all below. I have not one thing to do, but 
to die, and go to Jesus." Such is the advantage of 
'^ seeking ^r«^ the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
ness I" while those who procrastinate, and leave the vast 
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concern to the mercy of a moment, frequently find ,that 
when they seek to enter in, they are not able, lacking 
time, or mental energy, or intervals of ease from violent 
pain, or power of recollection to keep the mind fixed, 
in attempting to repent, to believe for pardon, and to 
prepare for their approaching exit. 

The time of life is short ; 
To spend that shortness basely^ 't were too long. 

On Thursday, she was very happy, and desirous of 
dying ; frequently repeating striking passages of Scrip- 
ture and verses of hymns, expressive of her views and 
confidence in God. As she longed to die, she asked 
her friends who came to see her, if they could perceive 
any change that indicated speedy dissolution. 

On Friday morning, she took a little nourishment 
for the last time. Soon after this, she said, " I feel 
very different ; I am unable to lift my arm.'' Her 
father was sent for, and they soon perceived that nature 
was rapidly sinking. With her clasped hands lifted 
up, and her irradiated countenance expressing the hap- 
piness of her mind, she said in a whisper, " Come, 
come, come, Lord Jesus ! come quickly!'' and added, 
" Why do his chariot wheels delay ?" She then said 
to her friends, " Farewell, farewell." After this she 
sunk into a slumber, till roused by the cough, when 
she again repeated, " Come, Lord Jesus ! come quick- 
ly !" During the afternoon, she frequently requested 
the friends to unite in prayer for her, and to pray that 
the Lord would release her, if they thought the petition 
would not be wrong. Pressing her mother's hand, she 
said in a whisper, " I see angels in white, with their 
barps ready tuned. My feet are just touching Jordan. 
I shall soon^)e over. Heaven's gate stands wide open, 
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Jetiis if predoQs, is predoiu.^ After a short pause, 
Ae pressed her moditit's hand agttn, and said, '^ Gloiy, 
{^<vy, gkvy!^^ About eUyen o'docdi at night, ahe 
held up her hands^ as if anxious to be gone, and said» 
^^ Lend^^kod''— her fSnher added, "your wrings." 
Her father then said, ''Cease, fond nature:^ She 
replied, " Fond nature, cease ; ^ and fell into a slumber. 
But, the cough returning, she revived again, and ap- 
peared disappointed, which seemed for a moment to 
lessen her joy. During the ni^t, she requested her 
father to read some hymns on the sufferings of believers; 
and observed that the fiAowing vetse had firequently 
been very precious to her during her affliction :-^ 

Father^ Son, and Holy CKioat, 

For good remember me ! 
Me, whom thou hast caused to trust 

For more than lift on thee : 
With me in the. fire remain, 

Till like bumish'd gold I shine, 
Meet, through consecrated pain. 

To see the Face Divine. 

On Satufdaymoming, June the fourth, she observed, 
^^ I have been too anrious to be gone, therefore the 
Lord has put me back ; but I bear it with resignation, 
and be will reward me ; for this day he will take me 
to himeelf^ Her parents observed to her, that she 
might continue another day, and therefore should 
exercise patience, lest she should grieve the Holy 
Spirit, iike replied, " / know He will take me to^ay."^ 
From ten to twelve o^doek, she suffered much from a 
difficulty in breathing. Soon after twelve she changed 
in a moment, and said, "I am dying, dying;'' and 
sweetly fell asleep in Jesus, aged seventeen years 
except seven days. 
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Thiougfa iiatuie*8 wiedc, doough vanqauh'd Bgonie% 
(Like the stan Btraggling through this midnight gloom,) 
What gleams of joy I what more than human peace ! 
Whefe the frail mortal ? Uie pooi abject worm ? 
No, not in death the mortal to be found. 
Her comforters she comforts ; great in ruin, 
With unreluctant grandeur gives, not yields, 
Her soul sublime. 

After her death, her parents met with the followiDg 
lines, which she had purposely composed to meet their 
eye, and solace their minds, after her removal; an 
event which, through the piece, she supposes to have 
taken place. 

TO MY DEAR FATHBR AND MOTHER. 

Ik part, my Parents, I would heal 

Your deeply wounded heart. 
And soothe the anguish which you feel. 

Now caU*d with me to part : 
Weep not for me, my suflfring 's o*er, 
I only leave to go before. 

Weep not, I say ; but O rejoice. 

Whene'er you think of me, 
That I, in youth, made God my choice, 

With a glad heart and firee ; 
That now on Canaan's happy shore 
I 'm landed safe for evermore. 

Rejoice, that in a world of sin 

So short has been my stay ; 
Far from its tempting snares, shut in " 

I am, in endless day : 
Then, dearest friends, your grief allay, 
And wipe the rising tear away. 

Although my orb so soon declined. 

And life with me is past. 
My soul has lefl its clog behind. 

The haven gain'd at last : 
Then, O my friends, who yet remain, 
Weep not, I sink to rise again. 
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I sink to rise in glory bright, 

And shine at Christ's right hand : 
I sink to rise in glory bright, 

And join- the blood-bought band : 
To you on earth I disappear, 
But rise beyond the trickling tear. 

Allien to the tomb my frame *8 consignM, 

You mourn to leave it there. 
May you, loved parents, be resigned, 

And check the falling tear ; 
Then think, that I in glory shine. ' 
With lustre spotless and divine ! 

Patience a few short years, 

Or months, of fleeting time ; 
Then you shall bid adieu to cares, . 

Your happy souls greet mine ; 
There, on celestial plains of peace, 
* All parting tears and sorrow cease. 

From your now happy daughter, 

Mary Helen Bikgham. 

Her funeral sermon was preached in the Wesleyan 
ChapeU Eckington, by the Rev. W. Coultas, from 
Rev. xiv. 13 : *' I heard a voice from heaven, saying 
tmto me, Write, JBIessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth : Yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labours ; and their works do follow, 
them."" 



THE END. 
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Jambs Nichols, Printer^ 46, Hoxton-Square, London. 
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